


We know we SHOULD…

Deuteronomy 10:12-13 
12 And now, Israel, what doth 

the LORD thy God require 
of thee, but to fear the 
LORD thy God, to walk in 
all his ways, and to love 
him, and to serve the 
LORD thy God with all thy 
heart and with all thy soul, 

13 To keep the 
commandments of the 
LORD, and his statutes, 
which I command thee this 
day for thy good? 



We know we SHOULD… We know WHY we should…

Deuteronomy 10:12-13 
12 And now, Israel, what doth 

the LORD thy God require 
of thee, but to fear the 
LORD thy God, to walk in 
all his ways, and to love 
him, and to serve the 
LORD thy God with all thy 
heart and with all thy soul, 

13 To keep the 
commandments of the 
LORD, and his statutes, 
which I command thee this 
day for thy good? 

Proverbs 9:10-11 
10 The fear of the LORD is the 

beginning of wisdom: 
and the knowledge of the 
holy is understanding.

11 For by me thy days 
shall be multiplied, 
and the years of thy life 
shall be increased.



We know we SHOULD… But HOW is it done?

Deuteronomy 10:12-13 
12 And now, Israel, what doth 

the LORD thy God require 
of thee, but to fear the 
LORD thy God, to walk in 
all his ways, and to love 
him, and to serve the 
LORD thy God with all thy 
heart and with all thy soul, 

13 To keep the 
commandments of the 
LORD, and his statutes, 
which I command thee this 
day for thy good? 

Proverbs 9:10-11 
10 The fear of the LORD is the 

beginning of wisdom: 
and the knowledge of the 
holy is understanding.

11 For by me thy days 
shall be multiplied, 
and the years of thy life 
shall be increased.

Is it simply an attitude of the 
heart? Or are there specific 
acts that demonstrate it?

We know WHY we should…



We know we SHOULD… But HOW is it done?

Deuteronomy 10:12-13 
12 And now, Israel, what doth 

the LORD thy God require 
of thee, but to fear the 
LORD thy God, to walk in 
all his ways, and to love 
him, and to serve the 
LORD thy God with all thy 
heart and with all thy soul, 

13 To keep the 
commandments of the 
LORD, and his statutes, 
which I command thee this 
day for thy good? 

Proverbs 9:10-11 
10 The fear of the LORD is the 

beginning of wisdom: 
and the knowledge of the 
holy is understanding.

11 For by me thy days 
shall be multiplied, 
and the years of thy life 
shall be increased.

Is it simply an attitude of the 
heart? Or are there specific 
acts that demonstrate it?

We know WHY we should…

Before going any further, ask yourself what these 
acts might be. When the lesson is complete, you’ll 
see if you were on the right track.



Psalms 34:11-16 
11 Come, ye children, hearken unto me: 

I will teach you the fear of the LORD.
12 What man is he that desireth life, and loveth

many days, that he may see good?
13 Keep thy tongue from evil, 

and thy lips from speaking guile.
14 Depart from evil, and do good; 

seek peace, and pursue it.
15 The eyes of the LORD are upon the 

righteous, and his ears are open unto their 
cry.

16 The face of the LORD is against them that do 
evil, to cut off the remembrance of them 
from the earth. 

This study will focus on this passage 
from Psalm 34:



The first thing to recognize is that 
knowing how to walk in the fear of the 
LORD is not self-evident; it must be 
learned.

Psalms 34:11-16 
11 Come, ye children, hearken unto me: 

I will teach you the fear of the LORD.



Walking in the fear of the LORD does 
not benefit God. This is for our own 
good; “which I command thee this day 
for thy good.”

Psalms 34:11-16 
11 Come, ye children, hearken unto me: 

I will teach you the fear of the LORD.
12 What man is he that desireth life, and loveth

many days, that he may see good?



Proverbs 10:27 
27 The fear of the LORD prolongeth days: 

but the years of the wicked shall be 
shortened.

Psalms 34:11-16 
11 Come, ye children, hearken unto me: 

I will teach you the fear of the LORD.
12 What man is he that desireth life, and loveth

many days, that he may see good?



Proverbs 10:27 
27 The fear of the LORD prolongeth days: 

but the years of the wicked shall be 
shortened.

Ecclesiastes 7:17
17 Be not over much wicked, 

neither be thou foolish: 
why shouldest thou die before thy time? 

Psalms 34:11-16 
11 Come, ye children, hearken unto me: 

I will teach you the fear of the LORD.
12 What man is he that desireth life, and loveth

many days, that he may see good?



We now come to the first word of 
instruction on HOW to walk in the fear 
of the LORD:

Psalms 34:11-16 
11 Come, ye children, hearken unto me: 

I will teach you the fear of the LORD.
12 What man is he that desireth life, and loveth

many days, that he may see good?
13 Keep thy tongue from evil, 

and thy lips from speaking guile.



Psalms 34:11-16 
11 Come, ye children, hearken unto me: 

I will teach you the fear of the LORD.
12 What man is he that desireth life, and loveth

many days, that he may see good?
13 Keep thy tongue from evil, 

and thy lips from speaking guile.

Guile:  Craft; cunning; artifice; duplicity; 
deceit; usually in a bad sense.

Webster’s 1828 Dictionary



Psalms 34:11-16 
11 Come, ye children, hearken unto me: 

I will teach you the fear of the LORD.
12 What man is he that desireth life, and loveth

many days, that he may see good?
13 Keep thy tongue from evil, 

and thy lips from speaking guile.

“We must be upright and sincere in 
every thing we say, and not double-
tongued. Keep thy tongue from evil 
speaking, lying, and slandering.” 

Matthew Henry Commentary



The 3rd chapter of James shows that governing our speech is 
inseparable from walking in the fear of the LORD: 



James 3:1-2a
1 My brethren, be not many masters [telling others what to do], 

knowing that we shall receive the greater condemnation.
2 For in many things we offend all.

This passage begins with a warning against failing to maintain 
in ourselves the standards we set for others. 



James 3:2b
2 If any man offend not in word, the same is a perfect man, 

and able also to bridle the whole body.

Amazingly, there is only one thing we need to do to fully 
submit ourselves before God in the fear of the LORD. 



James 3:3-5a
3 Behold, we put bits in the horses' mouths, 

that they may obey us; 
and we turn about their whole body.

4 Behold also the ships, 
which though they be so great, 
and are driven of fierce winds, 
yet are they turned about with a very small helm, 
whithersoever the governor listeth [the helmsman decides] .

5 Even so the tongue is a little member, 
and boasteth great things.

The tongue is like a horse’s bit or a ship’s rudder in its 
ability to control something much larger than itself. 



James 3:5b-6
5 Behold, how great a matter a little fire kindleth!
6 And the tongue is a fire, a world of iniquity: 

so is the tongue among our members, 
that it defileth the whole body, 
and setteth on fire the course of nature; 
and it is set on fire of hell.

The tongue is like a small flame that can ignite a forest fire. 



James 3:7-8
7 For every kind of beasts, and of birds, 

and of serpents, and of things in the sea, is tamed, 
and hath been tamed of mankind:

8 But the tongue can no man tame; 
it is an unruly evil, full of deadly poison.

The tongue fights against being brought into submission. 



James 3:9-10
9 Therewith bless we God, even the Father; 

and therewith curse we men, 
which are made after the similitude [likeness] of God.

10 Out of the same mouth proceedeth blessing and cursing. 

My brethren, these things ought not so to be.

Being double-tongued undermines our attempt to be a good 
witness for God.



James 3:11-12
11 Doth a fountain send forth at the same place 

sweet water and bitter?
12 Can the fig tree, my brethren, bear olive berries? 

either a vine, figs? 
so can no fountain both yield salt water and fresh.

Such duplicity can only be found in human beings.



Now, the second directive for walking 
in the fear of the LORD:

Psalms 34:11-16 
11 Come, ye children, hearken unto me: 

I will teach you the fear of the LORD.
12 What man is he that desireth life, and loveth

many days, that he may see good?
13 Keep thy tongue from evil, 

and thy lips from speaking guile.
14 Depart from evil, and do good; 

seek peace, and pursue it.



There is no neutral ground. The only 
way to depart from evil is to do good. 

Psalms 34:11-16 
11 Come, ye children, hearken unto me: 

I will teach you the fear of the LORD.
12 What man is he that desireth life, and loveth

many days, that he may see good?
13 Keep thy tongue from evil, 

and thy lips from speaking guile.
14 Depart from evil, and do good; 

seek peace, and pursue it.



Galatians 6:9-10 
9 And let us not be weary in well doing: 

for in due season we shall reap, 
if we faint not. 

10 As we have therefore opportunity, 
let us do good unto all men, 
especially unto them who are of the 
household of faith. 

Psalms 34:11-16 
11 Come, ye children, hearken unto me: 

I will teach you the fear of the LORD.
12 What man is he that desireth life, and loveth

many days, that he may see good?
13 Keep thy tongue from evil, 

and thy lips from speaking guile.
14 Depart from evil, and do good; 

seek peace, and pursue it.



Remembering that the eyes of God 
are watching you – and that he 
responds to what he sees –
this is what keeps you walking in the 
fear of the LORD!

Psalms 34:11-16 
11 Come, ye children, hearken unto me: 

I will teach you the fear of the LORD.
12 What man is he that desireth life, and loveth

many days, that he may see good?
13 Keep thy tongue from evil, 

and thy lips from speaking guile.
14 Depart from evil, and do good; 

seek peace, and pursue it.
15 The eyes of the LORD are upon the 

righteous, and his ears are open unto their 
cry.

16 The face of the LORD is against them that do 
evil, to cut off the remembrance of them 
from the earth. 



This important passage is repeated almost 
verbatim in 1 Peter 3:10-12: Psalms 34:11-16 

11 Come, ye children, hearken unto me: 
I will teach you the fear of the LORD.

12 What man is he that desireth life, and loveth
many days, that he may see good?

13 Keep thy tongue from evil, 
and thy lips from speaking guile.

14 Depart from evil, and do good; 
seek peace, and pursue it.

15 The eyes of the LORD are upon the 
righteous, and his ears are open unto their 
cry.

16 The face of the LORD is against them that do 
evil, to cut off the remembrance of them 
from the earth. 

10 For he that will love life, 
and see good days, 
let him refrain his tongue from evil, 
and his lips that they speak no guile:

11 Let him eschew evil, and do good; 
let him seek peace, and ensue it.

12 For the eyes of the Lord are over the 
righteous, and his ears are open unto 
their prayers: but the face of the Lord is 
against them that do evil. 



This important passage is repeated almost 
verbatim in 1 Peter 3:10-12: Psalms 34:11-16 

11 Come, ye children, hearken unto me: 
I will teach you the fear of the LORD.

12 What man is he that desireth life, and loveth
many days, that he may see good?

13 Keep thy tongue from evil, 
and thy lips from speaking guile.

14 Depart from evil, and do good; 
seek peace, and pursue it.

15 The eyes of the LORD are upon the 
righteous, and his ears are open unto their 
cry.

16 The face of the LORD is against them that do 
evil, to cut off the remembrance of them 
from the earth. 

10 For he that will love life, 
and see good days, 
let him refrain his tongue from evil, 
and his lips that they speak no guile:

11 Let him eschew evil, and do good; 
let him seek peace, and ensue it.

12 For the eyes of the Lord are over the 
righteous, and his ears are open unto 
their prayers: but the face of the Lord is 
against them that do evil. 



This important passage is repeated almost 
verbatim in 1 Peter 3:10-12: Psalms 34:11-16 

11 Come, ye children, hearken unto me: 
I will teach you the fear of the LORD.

12 What man is he that desireth life, and loveth
many days, that he may see good?

13 Keep thy tongue from evil, 
and thy lips from speaking guile.

14 Depart from evil, and do good; 
seek peace, and pursue it.

15 The eyes of the LORD are upon the 
righteous, and his ears are open unto their 
cry.

16 The face of the LORD is against them that do 
evil, to cut off the remembrance of them 
from the earth. 

10 For he that will love life, 
and see good days, 
let him refrain his tongue from evil, 
and his lips that they speak no guile:

11 Let him eschew evil, and do good; 
let him seek peace, and ensue it.

12 For the eyes of the Lord are over the 
righteous, and his ears are open unto 
their prayers: but the face of the Lord is 
against them that do evil. 



This important passage is repeated almost 
verbatim in 1 Peter 3:10-12: Psalms 34:11-16 

11 Come, ye children, hearken unto me: 
I will teach you the fear of the LORD.

12 What man is he that desireth life, and loveth
many days, that he may see good?

13 Keep thy tongue from evil, 
and thy lips from speaking guile.

14 Depart from evil, and do good; 
seek peace, and pursue it.

15 The eyes of the LORD are upon the 
righteous, and his ears are open unto their 
cry.

16 The face of the LORD is against them that do 
evil, to cut off the remembrance of them 
from the earth. 

10 For he that will love life, 
and see good days, 
let him refrain his tongue from evil, 
and his lips that they speak no guile:

11 Let him eschew evil, and do good; 
let him seek peace, and ensue it.

12 For the eyes of the Lord are over the 
righteous, and his ears are open unto 
their prayers: but the face of the Lord is 
against them that do evil. 



This important passage is repeated almost 
verbatim in 1 Peter 3:10-12: Psalms 34:11-16 

11 Come, ye children, hearken unto me: 
I will teach you the fear of the LORD.

12 What man is he that desireth life, and loveth
many days, that he may see good?

13 Keep thy tongue from evil, 
and thy lips from speaking guile.

14 Depart from evil, and do good; 
seek peace, and pursue it.

15 The eyes of the LORD are upon the 
righteous, and his ears are open unto their 
cry.

16 The face of the LORD is against them that do 
evil, to cut off the remembrance of them 
from the earth. 

10 For he that will love life, 
and see good days, 
let him refrain his tongue from evil, 
and his lips that they speak no guile:

11 Let him eschew evil, and do good; 
let him seek peace, and ensue it.

12 For the eyes of the Lord are over the 
righteous, and his ears are open unto 
their prayers: but the face of the Lord is 
against them that do evil. 



Psalms 34:11 
11 Come, ye children, hearken unto me: 

I will teach you the fear of the LORD.




