
From Palm Sunday to Resurrection Sunday

PART ONE: NISAN 10 to 12



Acts 1:3
3 To whom also he shewed himself alive after his passion 

by many infallible proofs, being seen of them forty days, and 
speaking of the things pertaining to the kingdom of God: 

The passionis the suffering and death of Christ.



In studying the events of the Passion Week of Christ, 
it is important to realize how days were marked in biblical times.



The Romans kept time using a sundial. 
The chief point of reference was the 
midday sun when it was highest in the 
sky.

Midnight was designated by counting 
backwards 12 hours. That is how 
midnight came to mark the start of a 
new day.



Modern analog clocks are based on the 
12-hour sundial. But if they could 
measure an entire day, the clock face 
might look something like this:

We would see 12 hours of daylight 
starting around 6 AM, and 12 hours of 
nighttime starting around 6 PM.



In accordance with the book of Genesis, 
the Hebrews began each day at sunset, 
corresponding to our 6PM.

Genesis 1:5b
5 ȣ!ÎÄ the evening and the morning 

were the first day.



Psalm 30:5b
5 ȣ×ÅÅÐÉÎÇ may endure for a night, 

but joy cometh in the morning.

John 12:46
5 I am come a light into the world, 

that whosoever believeth on me should 
not abide in darkness.

Acts 26:18a
18ȣÔÏ ÔÕÒÎ them from darkness to light, 

and from the power of Satan unto 
Godȣ   

We dwell in darkness beforewe come to the light.



Starting at sunset, the nighttime was 
ÄÉÖÉÄÅÄ ÉÎÔÏ ÆÏÕÒ ȰÎÉÇÈÔ ×ÁÔÃÈÅÓȱ ÏÆ Υ 
hours each, followed by 12 daylight hours.

Matthew 14:25
25 And in the fourth watch of the night 

Jesus went unto them, walking on the 
sea. 



Starting at sunset, the nighttime was 
ÄÉÖÉÄÅÄ ÉÎÔÏ ÆÏÕÒ ȰÎÉÇÈÔ ×ÁÔÃÈÅÓȱ ÏÆ Υ 
hours each, followed by 12 daylight hours.

Matthew 14:25
25 And in the fourth watch of the night 

Jesus went unto them, walking on the 
sea. 

Acts 10:9b
9 ȣ0ÅÔÅÒ went up upon the housetop to 

pray about the sixth hour. 



The 6 hour difference in when a new calendar day begins must be considered 
when we try to synchronize events of the Passion Week to our modern calendar. 



For example, the Sabbath Day lasts from Friday evening to Saturday evening.



The Passion Week took place in the first 
month of the Hebrew year, 
from the 10th to the 17th of Nisan.



This was the week of the Spring festivals 
of Passover, Unleavened Bread, 
and Firstfruits.



The seventh day is also important to this 
story, since no work could be done once 
the Sabbath day began.



Nisan 17 ɀthe day of the Resurrection --
was the first day of a new week.



Over the course of three lessons, we will consider an abbreviated overview 
of this important week.



First we will look at Palm Sunday, 
the cleansing of the Temple, and 
#ÈÒÉÓÔȭÓ ÒÅÂÕËÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÓÃÒÉÂÅÓ ÁÎÄ 0ÈÁÒÉÓÅÅÓ 

Over the course of three lessons, we will consider an abbreviated overview 
of this important week.



Next, the Last Supper, the Arrest, the Trials, 
the Crucifixion, and the Entombment. 
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Finally, on the morning after the 
Sabbath, the Resurrection. 

Next, the Last Supper, the Arrest, the Trials, 
the Crucifixion, and the Entombment. 

Over the course of three lessons, we will consider an abbreviated overview 
of this important week.

First we will look at Palm Sunday, 
the cleansing of the Temple, and 
#ÈÒÉÓÔȭÓ ÒÅÂÕËÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÓÃÒÉÂÅÓ ÁÎÄ 0ÈÁÒÉÓÅÅÓ 



0ÁÌÍ 3ÕÎÄÁÙ ÁÎÄ #ÈÒÉÓÔȭÓ entry in Jerusalem



Matthew 20:17-19 
17 And Jesus going up to Jerusalem took the twelve 

disciples apart in the way, and said unto them,  
18 Behold, we go up to Jerusalem; 

and the Son of man shall be betrayed unto the 
chief priests and unto the scribes, 
and they shall condemn him to death,  

19 And shall deliver him to the Gentiles 
to mock, and to scourge, and to crucify him: 
and the third day he shall rise again. 

On Nisan 10, most likely 
in the early hours of the 
day, Jesus went up to 
Jerusalem knowing full 
well what awaited him 
there:



Jesus made his triumphant 
entry into Jerusalem on 
the day we call Palm Sunday.



Jesus made his triumphant 
entry into Jerusalem on 
the day we call Palm Sunday.

This was four days before the 
Passover.



John 12:12-13 
12 On the next day much people that were come to 

the feast, when they heard that Jesus was 
coming to Jerusalem,  

13 Took branches of palm trees,
and went forth to meet him, and cried, 
Hosanna: Blessed is the King of Israel that 
cometh in the name of the Lord. 

4ÈÉÓ ÄÁÙ ÉÓ ÃÁÌÌÅÄ Ȱ0ÁÌÍ 3ÕÎÄÁÙȱ ÂÅÃÁÕÓÅ ÏÆ ×ÈÁÔ ×Å 
read in the Gospel of John: 



Psalm 118:25-26  
25 Save now, I beseech thee, 

O LORD: 
O LORD, I beseech thee, 
send now prosperity. 

26 Blessed be he that cometh 
in the name of the LORD: 
we have blessed you out of 
the house of the LORD.

Whether or not the people realized it, they were quoting Psalm 118:

John 12:12-15   
12 On the next day much people that were come to 

the feast, when they heard that Jesus was 
coming to Jerusalem,  

13 Took branches of palm trees, 
and went forth to meet him, and cried, 
Hosanna: Blessed is the King of Israel that 
cometh in the name of the Lord. 



Psalm 118:25-26  
25 Save now, I beseech thee, 

O LORD: 
O LORD, I beseech thee, 
send now prosperity. 

26 Blessed be he that cometh 
in the name of the LORD: 
we have blessed you out of 
the house of the LORD.

Whether or not the people realized it, they were quoting Psalm 118:

John 12:12-15   
12 On the next day much people that were come to 

the feast, when they heard that Jesus was 
coming to Jerusalem,  

13 Took branches of palm trees, 
and went forth to meet him, and cried, 
Hosanna: Blessed is the King of Israel that 
cometh in the name of the Lord. 

Hosannameans Ȱ0ÌÅÁÓÅ ÓÁÖÅ ÕÓȦȱ



Luke 19:37-40
37 And when he was come nigh, even now at the 

descent of the mount of Olives, the whole 
multitude of the disciples began to rejoice and 
praise God with a loud voice for all the mighty 
works that they had seen;

38 Saying, Blessed be the King that cometh in the 
name of the Lord: peace in heaven, and glory 
in the highest.

39 And some of the Pharisees from among the 
multitude said unto him, 
Master, rebuke thy disciples.

40 And he answered and said unto them, 
I tell you that, if these should hold their peace, 
the stones would immediately cry out.

To the chagrin of the temple elders, he was greeted with great praise:



Luke 19:41-44
41 And when he was come near, 

he beheld the city, and wept over it,  
42 Saying, If thou hadstknown, even thou, at least in 

this thy day, the things which belong unto thy peace! 
but now they are hid from thine eyes. 

43 For the days shall come upon thee, 
that thine enemies shall cast a trench about thee, 
and compass thee round, 
and keep thee in on every side,  

44 And shall lay thee even with the ground, and thy 
children within thee; and they shall not leave in thee 
one stone upon another; 

because thou knewest not the time of thy visitation.  

But Jesus cried as he entered Jerusalem:



Luke 19:41-44
41 And when he was come near, 

he beheld the city, and wept over it,  
42 Saying, If thou hadstknown, even thou, at least in 

this thy day, the things which belong unto thy peace! 
but now they are hid from thine eyes. 

43 For the days shall come upon thee, 
that thine enemies shall cast a trench about thee, 
and compass thee round, 
and keep thee in on every side,  

44 And shall lay thee even with the ground, and thy 
children within thee; and they shall not leave in thee 
one stone upon another; 

because thou knewest not the time of thy visitation.  

But Jesus cried as he entered Jerusalem:

ȰÂÅÃÁÕÓÅ ÙÏÕ ÄÉÄ ÎÏÔ ÒÅÃÏÇÎÉÚÅ ÔÈÅ 
time of God's coming to youȢȱ (NIV)



Mark 11:11  
11 And Jesus entered into Jerusalem, 

and into the temple, 

and when he had looked round about 
upon all things, 
and now the eventide was come, 
he went out unto Bethany with the 
twelve. 

Jesus visited the temple before 
returning to Bethany for the night.



The Cleansing of the Temple



On the morning of Nisan 11, Jesus and his disciples 
returned to Jerusalem.

Mark 11:12-14 
12 And on the morrow, when they were come from 

Bethany, he was hungry:  
13 And seeing a fig tree afar off having leaves, 

he came, if haply he might find any thing thereon: 
and when he came to it, he found nothing but 
leaves; for the time of figs was not yet.  

14 And Jesus answered and said unto it, 
No man eat fruit of thee hereafter for ever. 
And his disciples heard it . 



This was the secondtime Jesus cleansed the temple. 
The first time was early in his ministry, as recorded in 
John 2:

Jesus went to the temple and threw out the people 
×ÈÏ ×ÅÒÅ ÔÕÒÎÉÎÇ 'ÏÄȭÓ ÈÏÕÓÅ ÉÎÔÏ Á ÍÁÒËÅÔÐÌÁÃÅȢ 



John 2:13-17
13 And the Jews' passoverwas at hand, 

and Jesus went up to Jerusalem,
14 And found in the temple those that sold oxen and 

sheep and doves, and the changers of money 
sitting:  

15 And when he had made a scourge of small cords, 
he drove them all out of the temple, and the 
sheep, and the oxen; and poured out the 
changers' money, and overthrew the tables;  

16 And said unto them that sold doves, 
Take these things hence; make not my Father's 
house an house of merchandise.  

17 And his disciples remembered that it was written,
The zeal of thine house hath eaten me up.



John 2:13-17
13 And the Jews' passoverwas at hand, 

and Jesus went up to Jerusalem,
14 And found in the temple those that sold oxen and 

sheep and doves, and the changers of money 
sitting:  

15 And when he had made a scourge of small cords, 
he drove them all out of the temple, and the 
sheep, and the oxen; and poured out the 
changers' money, and overthrew the tables;  

16 And said unto them that sold doves, 
Take these things hence; make not my Father's 
house an house of merchandise.  

17 And his disciples remembered that it was written,
The zeal of thine house hath eaten me up.

This is Psalm 69:9:
For the zeal of thine house 
hath eaten me up; 
and the reproaches of them 
that reproached thee 
are fallen upon me. 



John 2:18-21 
18 Then answered the Jews and said unto him, 

What sign shewestthou unto us, 
seeing that thou doest these things?  

19 Jesus answered and said unto them, 
Destroy this temple, 
and in three days I will raise it up.  

20 Then said the Jews, 
Forty and six years was this temple in building, 
and wilt thou rear it up in three days?  

21 But he spake of the temple of his body.



John 2:18-21 
18 Then answered the Jews and said unto him, 

What sign shewestthou unto us, 
seeing that thou doest these things?  

19 Jesus answered and said unto them, 
Destroy this temple, 
and in three days I will raise it up.  

20 Then said the Jews, 
Forty and six years was this temple in building, 
and wilt thou rear it up in three days?  

21 But he spake of the temple of his body.

Later, his enemies would use these words to accuse him.



Matthew 21:12-13 
12 And Jesus went into the temple of God, and cast 

out all them that sold and bought in the temple, 
and overthrew the tables of the moneychangers, 
and the seats of them that sold doves,

13 And said unto them, It is written, 
My house shall be called the house of prayer; 
but ye have made it a den of thieves.

Now 2 years later, Jesus cleansed the temple again.



Matthew 21:17 
17 And he left them, and went out of the city into Bethany;

and he lodged there.



The Rebuke of the Scribes and Pharisees



Mark 11:20-21
20 And in the morning, as they passed by, 

they saw the fig tree dried up from the roots.
21 And Peter calling to remembrance saithunto 

him, Master, behold, the fig tree which thou 
cursedstis withered away. 

After spending the night in Bethany, Jesus and 
his disciples returned to Jerusalem. 

Along the way, they saw the fig tree Jesus had 
cursed the day before.



Mark 11:27-28
27 And they come again to Jerusalem: 

and as he was walking in the temple, 
there come to him the chief priests, 
and the scribes, and the elders,

28 And say unto him, 
By what authority doest thou these 
things? and who gave thee this 
authority to do these things?

As soon as Jesus stepped foot in the 
temple, the religious leaders came at him.



Mark 11:29
29 And Jesus answered and said unto 

them, I will also ask of you one 
question, and answer me, and I will 
tell you by what authority I do these 
things.  



Mark 11:30-33
30 The baptism of John, 

was it from heaven, or of men? 
answer me. 

31 And they reasoned with themselves, saying, 
If we shall say, From heaven; 
he will say, Why then did ye not believe him?  

32 But if we shall say, Of men; 
they feared the people: for all men counted 
John, that he was a prophet indeed. 

33 And they answered and said unto Jesus, 
We cannot tell. 

And Jesus answering saithunto them,
Neither do I tell you by what authority 
I do these things. 



Matthew 22:15-17
15 Then went the Pharisees, and took counsel how they 

might entangle him in his talk.  
16 And they sent out unto him their disciples with the 

Herodians, saying, 
Master, we know that thou art true, and teachestthe 
way of God in truth, neither carestthou for any man: 
for thou regardestnot the person of men.  

17 Tell us therefore, What thinkest thou? 
Is it lawful to give tribute unto Caesar, or not?  

4ÈÅÉÒ ÁÔÔÅÍÐÔÓ ÔÏ ȰÅÎÔÁÎÇÌÅ ÈÉÍ ÉÎ ÈÉÓ ÔÁÌËȱ only got them 
deeper into trouble.



Matthew 22:18-22 
18 But Jesus perceived their wickedness, 

and said, Why tempt ye me, ye hypocrites?  
19 Shew me the tribute money.

And they brought unto him a penny. 

20 And he saithunto them, 
Whose is this image and superscription?  

21 They say unto him, Caesar's. 

Then saith he unto them, 
Render therefore unto Caesar the things which are 
Caesar's; and unto God the things that are God's.  

22 When they had heard these words, 
they marvelled, and left him, and went their way. 



Matthew 22:41-45
41 While the Pharisees were gathered together, 

Jesus asked them,  
42 Saying, 

What think ye of Christ? whose son is he? 

They say unto him, The Son of David.  
43 He saith unto them, 

How then doth David in spirit call him Lord, saying,  
44 The LORD said unto my Lord, 

Sit thou on my right hand, 
till I make thine enemies thy footstool? 

45 If David then call him Lord, how is he his son?  

Now, Jesus had a question from Psalm 110 for them to answer:



Matthew 22:41-45
41 While the Pharisees were gathered together, 

Jesus asked them,  
42 Saying, 

What think ye of Christ? whose son is he? 

They say unto him, The Son of David.  
43 He saith unto them, 

How then doth David in spirit call him Lord, saying,  
44 The LORD said unto my Lord, 

Sit thou on my right hand, 
till I make thine enemies thy footstool? 

45 If David then call him Lord, how is he his son?  

He never explained the meaning. He let them puzzle over it.



Matthew 22:46
46 And no man was able to answer him a word, 

neither durst any man from that day forth 
ask him any more questions.



Luke 20:45-47
45 Then in the audience of all the people 

he said unto his disciples,  
46 Beware of the scribes, 

which desire to walk in long robes, 
and love greetings in the markets, 
and the highest seats in the synagogues, 
and the chief rooms at feasts;  

47 Which devour widows' houses, 
and for a shew make long prayers: 

the same shall receive greater damnation.

But Jesus had much more to say!



Luke 20:45-47
45 Then in the audience of all the people 

he said unto his disciples,  
46 Beware of the scribes, 

which desire to walk in long robes, 
and love greetings in the markets, 
and the highest seats in the synagogues, 
and the chief rooms at feasts;  

47 Which devour widows' houses, 
and for a shew make long prayers: 

the same shall receive greater damnation.

But Jesus had much more to say!

We can only imagine their anger at being exposed in front of all the people! 



Matthew 23:25-26
25 Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! 

for ye make clean the outside of the cup and of the 
platter, but within they are full of extortion and 
excess.  

26 Thou blind Pharisee, 
cleanse first that which is within the cup and platter, 
that the outside of them may be clean also.

4ÈÅ ,ÏÒÄȭÓ ÓÔÉÎÇÉÎÇ ÒÅÂÕËÅ of the temple elders is recorded in -ÁÔÔÈÅ×ȭÓ ΤΥrd chapter:


