Chapters 4 to 7: The Last Judge




The Structure and Themes of 1 Samuel

SAMUEL SAUL
Decline of the Judges Rise of the Kings
1 4:1 8:1 13:1

15:10 31:13

Samuel, the last
of the judges

This is the subject of this lesson.




The first line of Chapter 4 could easily have
been used to close Chapter 3:

1 Samuel 4:1a
1 And the word of Samuel came to all Israel.

Four
And the word of Samuel came to all Israel. -

Now [srael went out against the Phillistines to battle, and
pitched beside Ebenezer: and the Philistines pitched in

And the Philistines put In array ag Israel;
and when they joined battie, Israel was smitten before
the Philistines: and they slew of the army In the fleid
about four thousand men,

And when the people were come into the camp, the
‘elders of Israel sald, Wherefore hath the LORD smitten
us to day before the Philistines? Let us fetch the ark of
the covenant of the LORD out of Shiloh unto us, that,
when it cometh among us, It may save us out of the hand
of our enemies.

'S0 the people sent to Shiloh, that they might bring from

And the Philistines were afrald, for they sald, God Is come
Into the camp, And they 5aid, Woe unto us! for there hath
not been such a thing heretofore,

Woe unto us! who shall deliver us out of the hand of these
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And there ran a man of out of the army, and
came to Shiloh the same day with his clothes rent, and
with earth upcn his head.

And when he came, 1o, EN 53t upon a seat by the wayside
watching: for his heart tremdled for the ark of God. And
when the man came Into the city, and told It, all the city
cried out,

And when Bl heard the noise of the crying, he said, What
meaneth the notse of this tumuit? And the man came In
hastily, and told Bl

Now Ell was ninety and eight years old; and his eyes were
dim, that he could not see.

And the man said unto £l I am he that came out of the

her sald unko har, Fear not; for thou hast born a son,
But she answered net, neither did she regard It,

And she named the child Ichabed, saying, The glory is
departed from Israel: because the ark of God was taken,
and because of her father In law and her husband,




In his final address to Israel before his

death, Moses made it clear that if they
were faithful to the LORD, he would
ensure their victory over their enemies:

Deuteronomy 28:7

7 The LORD shall cause thine enemies
that rise up against thee to be smitten
before thy face:
they shall come out against thee one
way, and flee before thee seven ways.

But if they were unfaithful to the
LORD, he would ensure their defeat.

Deuteronomy 28:25

5 The LORD shall cause thee to be smitten
before thine enemies:
thou shalt go out one way against them,
and flee seven ways before them:
and shalt be removed into all the
kingdoms of the earth.




Such was their sad state of affairs in Israel
that the Philistines thoroughly defeated
them in battle.

Chapter Four

And the word of Sameel came to all Israel.

Now [srael went out against the Phllistines to battle, and
pitched beside Ebenezer: and the Philistines pitched in

And the Philistines put h

they said, What meaneth the noise of this great shout in
the camp of the Hebrews? And they understood that the
ark of the LORD was come Into the camp.

And the Philistines were afrald, for they sald, God Is come
Into the camp, And they 5aid, Woe unto us! for there hath
not been such a thing heretofore,

Woe unto us! who shall deliver us out of the hand of these

tians with all the plagues in the
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And there ran a man of Benjamin out of the army, and
came to Shiloh the same day with his clothes rent, and
with earth upcn his head.

And when he came, 1o, EN 53t upon a seat by the wayside
watching: for his heart tremdled for the ark of God. And
when the man came Into the city, and told It, all the city
cried out,

And when Bl heard the noise of the crying, he said, What
meaneth the notse of this tumuit? And the man came In
hastily, and told Bl

Now Ell was ninety and eight years old; and his eyes were
dim, that he could not see.

And the man said unto £l I am he that came out of the

e net, neither did she It
And she named the child glory Is
departed from Israel: because the ark of God was taken,
and of her father In law and her
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1 Samuel 4:1b-2
' ...Now lIsrael went out against
the Philistines to battle,
and pitched beside Ebenezer:
and the Philistines pitched in Aphek.
2 And the Philistines put themselves in
array against Israel:
and when they joined battle,
Israel was smitten before the Philistines:
and they slew of the army in the field
about four thousand men.




Israel’s faith was so degraded that they
thought the mere presence of the ark of
God would save them. It had become

something like a good luck charm.

Chapter Four

And the word of Samuel came to all Israel

Now [srael went out against the Philistines to battie, and
pitched beside Ebenezer: and the Philistines pitched in
Aphek

And the Philistines put themselves In array against Israel
and when they joined battle, Israel was smitten before
the Philistines: and they slew of the army In the feid
about four thousand men

And when the people were come Into the camp, the
elders of Israel said, Wherefore hath the LORD smitten
us to day before the Philistines? Let us fetch the ark of
the covenant of the LORD out of Shiloh unto us, that,
when it cometh among us, It may save us out of the hand
of our enemies

S0 the people sent to Shiloh, that they might bring from
thence the ark of the covenant of the LORD of hosts,
which dwelleth between the cherubims: and the two sons
of EN, Hophni and Phinehas, were there with the ark of
the covenant of God

And when the ark of the covenant of the LORD came into
the camp, all Israel shouted with a great shout, 5o that
the sarth rang again

And when the Philistines heard the noise of the shout,
they said, What meaneth the noise of this great
the camp of the Hebrews? And they understood
ark of the LORD was come Into the camp

And the Philistines were afrald, for they sald, God Is come
IO the camp, And they said, Woe unto us! for there hath
not been such a thing heretofore

Woe unto us! who shall deliver us out of the hand of these
mighty Gods? these are the Gods that smaote the Egyp-
tians with all the plagues in the wilderness

Be strong, and quit yourselves like men, O ye Philistines,
that ye be not servants unto the Hebrews, as they have
been to you: quit yourselves like men, and fight

And the Philistines fought, and Israel was smitten, and
they fled every man into his tent: and there was a very
great slaughter; for there fell of Israel thirty thousand
footmen

And the ark of God was taken; and the two sons of Eli,
Mophnd and Phinehas, were slain.

18

And there ran a man of Benjamin out of the army, and
came to Shiloh the same day with his clothes rent, and
with earth upon his head

And when he came, 1o, EN 53t upon a seat by the wayside
watching: for his heart tramdiled for the ark of God. And
when the man came Into the city, and told it, all the city
Cried ot

And when Ell heard the noise of the crying, he said, What
meaneth nose of this tumuit? And the man came In
hastily, and told E

Now Ell was ninety and eight years old; and his eyes were
dim, that he could not see

And the man said unto Ell, I am he that came out of the
army, and I fled to day out of the army. And he sald,
What Is there done, my son?

And the messenger answered and said, Israel Is fled
before the Philistines, and there hath been also a great
slaughter among the pecple, and thy two sons also,
Hophni and Phinehas, are dead, and the ark of God Is
taken

And It Came 10 pass, whan he made mention of the ark of
God, that he fell from off the seat backward by the side
of the gate, and his neck brake, and he died: for he was
an old man, and heavy. And he had Judged Israsl forty
years

And his daughter In law, Phinehas’ wife, was with child,
near to be delivered: and when she heard the tidings that
the ark of God was taken, and that har father in law and
her husband were dead, she bowed herself and travalled
for her pains came upon her.

And about the time of her death the women that stocd by
har sald unto har, Fear not; for thou hast born a son

But she answered not, neither did she regard It

And she named the child Iichabed, saying, The glory Is
departed from lsrael: because the ark of God was taken,
and because of her father In law and her husband

And she sald, The glory is departed from Israel: for the
ark of God Is taken
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1 Samuel 4:3-5

3 And when the people were come into
the camp, the elders of Israel said,
Wherefore hath the LORD smitten us
to day before the Philistines?

Let us fetch the ark of the covenant of
the LORD out of Shiloh unto us,

that, when it cometh among us,

it may save us out of the hand of our
enemies.

q—g

So the people sent to Shiloh,

that they might bring from thence the
ark of the covenant of the LORD of
hosts, which dwelleth between the
cherubims:

and the two sons of Eli,

Hophni and Phinehas,

were there with the ark of the covenant
of God.

And when the ark of the covenant of
the LORD came into the camp,

all Israel shouted with a great shout,
so that the earth rang again.




The Philistines were frightened by the ark,
but turned their fear into a rallying point.

Chapter Four

i

And the word of Samuel cama to all Israel.

Now Israel went out against the Philistines to battie, and
pitched beside Ebenezer: and the Philistines pitched in
Apbek,

And the Philistines put themseives In array against [srael:
and when they joined battie, Israel was smitten before
the Philistines: and they slew of the army In the fieid
about four thousand men,

And when the people were come into the camp, the
eiders of Israel said, Wherefore hath the LORD smitten
us to day before the Philistines? Let us fetch the ark of
the covenant of the LORD out of Shiloh unto us, that,
when it cometh among us, it may save us out of the hand
of our enemies.

So the people sent to Shiloh, that they might bring from
thence the ark of the covenant of the LORD of hosts,
which dwelleth between the cherubims: and the two sons
of B, Hophnl and Phinehas, were there with the ark of
the covenant of God.

And when the ark of the covenant of the LORD came into
the camp, all Israel shouted with a great shout, so that
the earth rang again.

mig
tians with all the plagues In the wilderness,

And the ark of God was taken; and the two sons of Ell,
Hophni and Phinehas, were slain.
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And there ran a man of Benjamin out of the army, and
came to Shiloh the same day with his clothes rent, and
with earth upon his head.

And when he came, 5o, EN 5at upon a seat by the wayside
watching: for his heart trembled for the ark of God. And
when the man camae Into the city, and told It, all the city
cried out,

And when Ell heard the noise of the crying, he said, What
meaneth the noise of this tumult? And the man came In
hastily, and told Ell

Now Eil was ninety and eight years old; and his eyes were
dim, that he could not see.

And the man sald unto Ell, I am he that came out of the
army, and I fled to day out of the army. And he sald,
What Is there done, my son?

And the messenger answered and sald, Israel Is fled
before the Philistines, and there hath been aiso a great
siaughter among the people, and thy two sons also,
Hophini and Phinehas, are dead, and the ark of God Is
taken.

And it camae to pass, when he made mention of the ark of
God, that he fell from off the seat backward by the side
of the gate, and Ns neck brake, and he died: for he was
an old man, and heavy. And he had judged Israel forty
years,

And his daughter In law, Phinehas’ wife, was with child,
near to be delivered: and when she heard the tidings that
the ark of God was taken, and that her father in law and
her husband were cead, she bowed herseif and travalled;
for her pains came upon her,

And about the time of her death the women that stood by
her said unto her, Fear not; for thou hast born a son,

But she answered not, neither did she regard It,

And she named the child Ichabod, saying, The glory is
departed from Israel: because the ark of God was taken,
and because of her father In law and her husband,

And she said, The glory is departed from Israel: for the
ark of God Is taken,



1 Samuel 4:6-9

6 And when the Philistines heard the ® Woe unto us!
noise of the shout, they said, who shall deliver us out of the hand of
What meaneth the noise of this great these mighty Gods?
shout in the camp of the Hebrews? these are the Gods that smote the
And they understood that the ark of Egyptians with all the plagues in the
the LORD was come into the camp. wilderness.

7 And the Philistines were afraid, for 9 Be strong, and quit yourselves like
they said, God is come into the camp. men, O ye Philistines, that ye be not
And they said, Woe unto us! servants unto the Hebrews, as they
for there hath not been such a thing have been to you:

B etofore. quit yourselves like men, and fight.

q—g
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1 Samuel 4:10-11
© And the Philistines fought,
and Israel was smitten,
and they fled every man into his tent:
and there was a very great slaughter;
for there fell of Israel thirty thousand
They both died the same day, just as footmen.

was foretold. " And the ark of God was taken;

and the two sons of Eli,
Hophni and Phinehas, were slain.

The Philistines not only defeated the
Israelites, but they captured the ark of
the covenant and killed the sons of Eli.

*&



Upon hearing the news, Eli fell to his death.

Chapter Four

And the word of Samwel came to all Israel.

Now [srael went out against the Philistines to battie, and
WMW:WWMIWMH\

And the put ives In array against Israel:
and when ey)otmdm Israel was smitten before
the Philistines: 2 Mmdmmlnmw
m'oumomnd

And when the people were come into the camp, the
eiders of Israel said, Wherefore hath the LORD smitten
us to day before the Philistines? Let us fetch the ark of
the covenant of the LORD out of Shiloh unto us, that,
when it cometh among us, It may save us out of the hand
of owr enemies.

So the people sent to Shiloh, that they might bring from
thence the ark of the covenant of the LORD of hosts,
which dwelleth between the cherubims: and the two sons
of EN, Hophni and Phinehas, were there with the ark of
the covenant of God.

And when the ark of the covenant of the LORD came into
the camp, all Israel shouted with a great shout, 5o that
the earth rang again.

And when the Philistines heard the noise of the shout,
they said, What meaneth the noise of this great shout in
the camp of the Hebrews? And they understood that the
ark of the LORD was come Into the camp.

And the Philistines were afrald, for they sald, God Is come
into the camp, And they 53id, Woe unto us! for there hath
not been such a thing herstofore.,

Woe unto us! who shall deliver us out of the hand of these
mighty Gods? these are the Gods that smaote the Egyp-
tians with all the plagues in the wilderness,

Be strong, and quit yourselves like men, O ye Philistines,
that ye be not servants unto the Hebrews, as they have
been to you: Guit yourselves like men, and fight.

And the Philistines fought, and [srael was smitten, and
they fled every man into his tent: and there was a very
Wv«mmammmw

And the ark of God was taken; and the two sons of Eli,
Hophnd and Phinehas, were slain.

12 And there ran a man of Benjamin out of the army, and

& mummmmm&m rent, and
with earth upon his head.

13 And when he came, %o, EN 5at upon a seat ur wayside
- watching: for his heart tremdled for the ark of God. And
MMMMMNQ.MWI.QI ity
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meaneth the nolse of this tumuit? And the man came In
hastily, and told Ell.

1S Now BV was and eight years old; and his eyes were
dim, that he not see.

116 And the man said unto Ell, I am he that came out of the
m mxmmmudum And he said,

18 And it came to pass, 'Mmamnd
MMMHMW’ . by the
of the gate, and his neck brake, and he died: for he was.
M“M“M And he had Judged Israel forty

19 And his daughter In law, Phinehas’ wife, was with child,
near to be delivered: and when she heard the tidings that
the ark of God was taken, and that har father in law and
har husband were dead, she bowed herself and travalled;
for her pains came upon her.

20 And about the time of her death the women that stocd by
her sald unto her, Fear not; for thou hast born a son.
But shae answered nct, neither did she regard It,

21 And she named the child Ichabed, saying, The glory Is
departed from lsrael: because the ark of God was taken,
and because of her father In law and her husband,

22 And she sald, The glory is departed from Israel: for the
ark of God Is taken.



1 Samuel 4:12-14
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And there ran a man of Benjamin out
of the army, and came to Shiloh the
same day with his clothes rent, and
with earth upon his head.

And when he came, lo, Eli sat upon a
seat by the wayside watching: for his
heart trembled for the ark of God.
And when the man came into the city,
and told it, all the city cried out.

And when Eli heard the noise of the
crying, he said,

What meaneth the noise of this tumult?
And the man came in hastily,

and told Eli.
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1 Samuel 4:15-18
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Now Eli was ninety and eight years old;
and his eyes were dim,

that he could not see.

And the man said unto Eli,

| am he that came out of the army,

and | fled to day out of the army.

And he said, What is there done, my son?

And the messenger answered and said,
Israel is fled before the Philistines,

and there hath been also a great
slaughter among the people,

and thy two sons also,

Hophni and Phinehas, are dead,

and the ark of God is taken.

¥ And it came to pass, when he made
mention of the ark of God,
that he fell from off the seat backward
by the side of the gate,
and his neck brake,
and he died:

for he was an old man, and heavy.

And he had judged Israel forty years.




Chapter 4 ends with the death of Eli’s
daughter-in-law after giving birth to her son
Ichabod, a name meaning “no glory”.

Chapter Four

10

And the word of Samwel came to all Israel,

Now [srael went out against the Phllistines to battle, and
pitched beside Ebenezer: and the Philistines pitched in
Apbek,

And the Philistines put themselves In array against Israel;
and when they joined battle, Israel was smitten before
the Philistines: and they slew of the army In the fleid
about four thousand men,

And when the people were come into the camp, the
elders of Israel sald, Wherefore hath the LORD smitten
us to day before the Philistines? Let us fetch the ark of
the covenant of the LORD out of Shiloh unto us, that,
when it cometh among us, It may save us out of the hand
of owr enemies.

So the people sent to Shiloh, that they might bring from
thence the ark of the covenant of the LORD of hosts,
which dwelleth between the cherubims: and the two sons
of EN, Hophni and Phinehas, were there with the ark of
the covenant of God,

And when the ark of the covenant of the LORD came into
the camp, all Israel shouted with a great shout, 5o that
the earth rang again.,

And when the Philistines heard the noise of the shout,
they said, What meaneth the noise of this great shout in
the camp of the Hebrews? And they understood that the
ark of the LORD was come Into the camp.,

And the Philistines were afrald, for they sald, God Is come
Into the camp, And they 5aid, Woe unto us! for there hath
not been such a thing herstofore.,

Woe unto us! who shall deliver us out of the hand of these
mighty Gods? these are the Gods that smote the Egyp-
tians with all the plagues in the wiiderness,

Be strong, and quit yourselves like men, O ye Philistines,
that ye be not servants unto the Hebrews, as they have
been to you: quit yourselves like men, and fight.

And the Philistines fought, and Israel was smitten, and
they fled every man into his tent: and there was a very
great sliaughter; for there fell of Israel thirty thousand
footmen,

And the ark of God was taken; and the two sons of Eli,
Hophnd and Phinehas, were slain.
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And there ran a man of Benjamin out of the army, and
came to Shiloh the same day with his clothes rent, and
with earth upon his head,

And when he came, 1o, EN 5at upon a seat by the wayside
watching: for his heart tremdiled for the ark of God. And
when the man came Into the city, and told It, all the city
cried out,

And when Ell heard the noise of the crying, he said, What
meaneth the notse of this tumuit? And the man came In
hastily, and tokd El,

Now BNl was ninety and eight years old; and his eyes were
dim, that he could not see.

And the man said unto Ell, I am he that came out of the
army, and 1 fled to day out of the army. And he said,
What Is there done, my son?

And the messenger answered and said, Israel Is fled
before the Philistines, and there hath been also a great
slaughter among the people, and thy two sons also,
Hophni and Phinehas, are dead, and the ark of God Is
taken,

And it cama to pass, when he made mention of the ark of
God, that he fell from off the seat backward by the side
of the gate, and his neck brake, and he died: for he was
an old man, and heavy. And he had judged Israel forty
years,

And his daughter in law, Phinehas’ wife, was with child,
near to be delivered: and when she heard the tidings that
the ark of God was taken, and that her father in law and
har husband were dead, she bowed herself and travalled;
for her pains came upon her.

And about the time of her death the woman that stood by
har salid unko her, Fear not; for thou hast born a son.
But she answered not, neither did she regard It.

21 And she named the child Ichabod, saying, The glory s

departed from Iscael: because the ark of God was taken,
and because of her father in law and her husband,

And she said, The glory is departed from Israel: for the
ark of God Is taken.



1 Samuel 4:19-22
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And his daughter in law, Phinehas' wife,
was with child, near to be delivered:
and when she heard the tidings that the
ark of God was taken, and that her
father in law and her husband were
dead, she bowed herself and travailed;
for her pains came upon her.

And about the time of her death

the women that stood by her said unto
her, Fear not; for thou hast born a son.
But she answered not,

neither did she regard it.

21

22

And she named the child Ichabod,
saying,

The glory is departed from lIsrael:
because the ark of God was taken,
and because of her father in law
and her husband.

And she said,

The glory is departed from lIsrael:
for the ark of God is taken.




Chapter 5 tells of the miseries that befell
the Philistines while they had custody of
the ark.

Chapler S:
1 And the Philistines tock the ark of God, and brought it
from Ebenezer unto Ashdod

"~

When the Philistines took the ark of God, they brought it
into the house of Dagon, and set It by Dagon

3 And when they of Ashdod arose early on the morrow, be-

hold, Dagon was fallen upon his face to the earth before
the ark of the LORD. And they took Dagon, and set him
in his place again

4 And when they arcse early on the morrow morming,
behold, Dagon was fallen upon his face to the ground
before the ark of the LORD; and the head of Dagon
and both the paims of his hands were cut off upon the
threshold; only the stumg of Dagon was left to him

5 Therefore neither the priests of Dagan, nor any that
come into Dagon’s house, tread on the threshold of
Dagon in Ashdod unto this day.

6 But the hand of the LORD was heavy upan them of
Ashdod, and he destroyed them, and smote them with
emerods, even Ashaod and the coasts thereol.

7 And when the men of Ashdod saw that It was so, they
$2id, The ark of the God of Israel shall not abide with us
for his hand Is sore upon us, and upon Dagon our god

They sent therefore and gathered all the lords of the
Philistings unto them, and sald, What shall we ¢o with the
ark of the God of Israel? And they answered, Lot the ark
of the God of Israel be carried about unto Gath, And they
carried the ark o e God of Israel about thither.

And It was 50, that, after they had carried It about, the
hand of the LORD was against the oty with a very great
destruction: and he smote the men of the city, both small
and great, and they had emerods In their secret parts

Therefore they sent the ark of God to Ekroa, And it came
to pass, as the ark of God came to Ekron, that the Ekro
t, saying, They have brought about the ark
of the God of Israel to us, to slay us and our people.

S0 they sent and gathered together all the lords of the
Philistines, and said, Send away the ark of the God of
israel, and et R QO again to his own place, that it shay us
not, and our pecple: for there was a deadly destruction
threughout all the city; the hand of God was very heavy
there

And the men that died not were smitten with the em-
ercds: and the cry of the city went up to heaven
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They set their prize in the temple of their
god Dagon, whom they believed was the
father of Baal. Dagon was represented as
half-man, half-fish.

Chapter S:

1

2

3

And the Philistines took the ark of God, and brought it
from Ebenezer unto Ashdod.

When the Philistines took the ark of God, they brought it
Into the house of Dagon, and set it by Dagon.

And when they of Ashdod arose early on the morrow, be-
hold, Dagon was fallen upon his face to the earth before
the ark of the LORD. And they took Dagon, and set him
in his place again.

And when they arcse early on the morrow morming,
behold, Dagon was fallen upon his face to the ground
before the ark of the LORD; and the head of Dagon

and beth the paims of his hands were cut off upon the
threshold; only the stump of Dagon was left to him,
Therefore neither the priasts of Dagon, nor any that
come into Dagon’s house, tread on the threshold of
Dagon in Ashdod unto this day.

But the hand of the LORD was heavy upon them of
Ashdod, and he destroyed them, and smote them with
emerods, even Ashdod and the coasts thereol.

And when the men of Ashdod saw that It was 30, they
$2id, The ark of the God of Israel shall not abide with us:
for his hand Is sore upon us, and upon Dagon our god.
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They sent therefore and gathered all the lords of the
Philistings unto them, and sald, What shall we co with the
ark of the God of Israel? And they answered, Lot the ark
of the God of Israel be carried about unto Gath, And they
carried the ark of the God of Israel about thither,

And It was 50, that, after they had carried it about, the
hand of the LORD was against the city with a very great
destruction: and he smote the men of the city, both small
and great, and they had emerods in their secret parts,

Therefore they sent the ark of God to Ekroa, And It came
to pass, as the ark of God came to Ekron, that the Ekro-
nites cried out, saying, They have brought about the ark
of the God of Israel to us, to slay us and our people.

S0 they sent and gathered together all the lords of the
Philistines, and sald, Send away the ark of the God of
Israel, and let it 90 again to his own place, that It shay us
net, and our pecple: for there was a deadly destruction
throughout all the city; the hand of God was very heavy
there.,

And the men that died net were smitten with the em-
ercds: and the cry of the city went up to heaven.
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1 Samuel 5:2-5

2 When the Philistines took the ark of
God, they brought it into the house of
Dagon, and set it by Dagon.

3 And when they of Ashdod arose early on
the morrow, behold,
Dagon was fallen upon his face to the
earth before the ark of the LORD.
And they took Dagon, and set him in his
place again.

¢ And when they arose early on the

morrow morning, behold,

Dagon was fallen upon his face to the
ground before the ark of the LORD;

and the head of Dagon and both the
palms of his hands were cut off upon the
threshold;

only the stump of Dagon was left to him.
Therefore neither the priests of Dagon,
nor any that come into Dagon's house,
tread on the threshold of Dagon in
Ashdod unto this day.

q—g




God’s punishment of the Philistines was not
limited to the destruction of their idol.

Chapter S:

1

2
3

And the Philistines took the ark of God, and brought it
from Ebenezer unto Ashdod.

‘When the Philistines took the ark of God, they brought it
Into the house of Dagon, and set It by Dagon.

And when they of Ashdod arose early on the morrow, be-
held, Dagon was fallen upon his face to the earth before
the ark of the LORD. And they took Dagon, and set him
in his place again,

And when they arcse early on the morrow morming,
behold, Dagon was fallen upon his face to the ground
before the ark of the LORD; and the head of Dagon

and both the paims of his hands were cut off upon the
threshold; only the stump of Dagon was left to him,
Therefore neither the priasts of Dagon, nor any that
come into Dagon’s house, tread on the threshold of
Dagon in Ashdod unto this day.

But the hand of the LORD was heavy upan them of
Ashdod, and he destroyed them, and smote them with
emerods, even Ashdod and the coasts thereol.

And when the men of Ashdod saw that It was so, they
$2id, The ark of the God of Israel shall not abide with us:
for his hand Is sore upon us, and upon Dagan our god.

10

1
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12

They sent therefore and gathered all the lords of the
Philistines unto them, and sald, What shall we do with the
ark of the God of Israel? And they answered, Let the ark
of the God of Israel be carried about unto Gath, And they
carried the ark of the God of Israel about thither,

And It was 50, that, after they had carried it about, the
hand of the LORD was against the city with a very great
destruction: and he smote the men of the city, both small
and great, and they had emerods In their secret parts.

Therefore they sent the ark of God to Ekron, And It came
to pass, as the ark of God came to Ekron, that the Ekro-
nites cried out, saying, They have brought about the ark
of the God of Israel to us, to slay us and our people.

S0 they sent and gathered together all the lords of the
Philistines, and said, Send away the ark of the God of
israel, and let it Qo again to his own place, that It slay us
net, and our pecple: for there was a deadly destruction
threughout all the city; the hand of God was very heavy
there.

w&mmtmmmmmmm
ercds: and the cry of the city went up to heaven.
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1 Samuel 5:6-7
6 But the hand of the LORD was heavy
upon them of Ashdod,
and he destroyed them,
and smote them with emerods
[tumors, hemorrhoids]
even Ashdod and the coasts thereof.
7 And when the men of Ashdod saw
that it was so, they said,
The ark of the God of Israel shall not
abide with us:
for his hand is sore upon us,
and upon Dagon our god.

4.;

Their bodies came under attack as
well!
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In fear, they sent the ark from Ashdod to Gath.

cmmrs
And the Philistines took the ark of God, and brought It
from Ebenezer unto Ashdod.

2 When the Philistines took the ark of God, they brought it
Into the house of Dagon, and set It by Dagon.

the ark of the LORD. And they took Dagon, and set him
in his place again,
- Andmonmyamouﬂyonmcmmmorm
behold, Dagon was fallen upon his face to the ground
w«-mmmmw&vmmmum
and both the paims of his hands were cut off upon the
threshold; only the stump of Dagon was left to him,

6 But the hand of the LORD was heavy upan them of
Ashdod, and he destroyed them, and smote them with
emerods, even Ashdod and the coasts thereof,

7 And when the men of Ashdod saw that It was 3o, they
$aid, The ark of the God of Israel shall not abide with us:
for his hand Is sore upon us, and upon Dagon our god.

10
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Therefore they sent the ark of God to Ekroa, And It came
to pass, as the ark of God came to Ekron, that the Ekro-
nites cried out, saying, They have brought about the ark
of the God of Israel to us, to slay us and our people.

S0 they sent and gathered together all the lords of the
Philistines, and said, Send away the ark of the God of
Israel, and let it 9O again to his own place, that It siay us
net, and our pecple: for there was a deadly destruction
threughout all the city; the hand of God was very heavy
there

mzﬁommtmmmnmm:ﬁem-
ercds: and the cry of the city went up to heaven,
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1 Samuel 5:8-9

8 They sent therefore and gathered all 9 And it was so, that,

the lords of the Philistines unto them,
and said,

What shall we do with the ark of the
God of Israel?

And they answered,

Let the ark of the God of Israel

be carried about unto Gath.

And they carried the ark of the God of
Israel about thither.

after they had carried it about,

the hand of the LORD was against the
city with a very great destruction:

and he smote the men of the city,
both small and great,

and they had emerods in their secret
parts.

—.—;
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From Gath, they sent the ark to Ekron.

Chapttrs
And the Philistines took the ark of God, and brought It
from Ebenezer urto Ashdod.

2 When the Philistines took the ark of God, they brought it
into the house of Dagon, and set it by Dagon.

3 And when they of Ashdod arose early on the morrow, be-
hoid, Dagon was fallen upon his face to the earth before
the ark of the LORD. And they took Dagon, and set him
in his place again,

4 And when they arcse early on the morrow morming,
behold, Dagon was fallen upon his face to the ground
before the ark of the LORD; and the head of Dagon
and both the palms of his hands were cut off upon the
thresheid; only the stump of Dagon was left to him,

S Therefore neithar the priests of Dagon, nor any that
come into Dagon’s house, tread on the threshold of
Dagon In Ashdod unto this day.

6 But the hand of the LORD was heavy upan them of
Ashdod, and he destroyed them, and smote them with
emerods, even Ashdod and the coasts thereof,

7 And when the men of Ashcod saw that it was so, they

$2id, The ark of the God of Israel shall not ablde with us:
for his hand Is sore upon us, and upon Dagon our god.

11

They sent therefore and gathered all the lords of the
Philistines unto them, and sald, What shail we do with the
ark of the God of Israel? And they answered, Let the ark
of the God of Israel be carried about unto Gath. And they
carried the ark of the God of Israel about thither,

And It was 50, that, after they had carried it about, the
hand of the LORD was against the city with a very great
destruction: and he smote the men of the city, both small
and great, and they had emerods In their secret parts.

Therefore they sent the ark of God to Ekron. And It came
to pass, as the ark of God came to Ekron, that the Exro-
nites cried out,
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1 Samuel 5:10-12
'© Therefore they sent the ark of God to
Ekron.
And it came to pass,
as the ark of God came to Ekron,
that the Ekronites cried out, saying,
They have brought about
the ark of the God of Israel to us,
to slay us and our people.

q—g
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So they sent and gathered together all
the lords of the Philistines, and said,
Send away the ark of the God of Israel,
and let it go again to his own place,
that it slay us not, and our people:

for there was a deadly destruction
throughout all the city;

the hand of God was very heavy there.
And the men that died not

were smitten with the emerods:

and the cry of the city went up to
heaven.




Chapter 6 tells of the return of the ark to
the Israelites.

Chapter 6:

1

-

And the ark of the LORD was In the country of the Philis-
tines seven momths.

And the Philistines cailed for the priests and the diviners,
saying, What shall we do to the ark of the LORD? tell us
wherewith we shall send it to his place

And thay sald, If ye send away the ark of the God of
Israel, send it not empty; DR In any wise return him &
trespass offering: then ye shall be healed, and It shall be
Known 1o you why his hand Is not removed from you

Then said they, What shall be the trespass offering which
we shall return to him? They answered, Five goiden em-
erods, and five golden mice, according to the number of
the lords of the Philistines: for one plague was on you &
and on your lords

Wherefore ye shall make Images of your emerods, and
images of your mice that mar the land; and ye shall give
glory unto the God of Israel: peradventure he will lighten
his hand from off you, and from off your gods, and from
off your land

Wherefore then do ye harden your hearts, as the Egyp-
tians and Pharach hardened their hearts? when he had
wrought wonderfully among them, did they not let the
pecple o, and they departed?

Now therefore make a new cart, and take two milch kine,
on which there hath come no yoke, and tie the kine to
the cart, and bring their calves home from them:

And take the ark of the LORD, and lay &t upon the cart;
and put the jewels of gold, which ye return him for a
trespass offering, In a coffer by the side thereof; and
sond & away, that it may 9o

And see, i It goeth up by the way of his own coast to
Bethshemesh, then he hath done us this great avil: but if
. than we shall know that It Is not his hand that smote
It was & chance that happened to us

And the men did s0; and took two miich kine, and tied
them to the cart, and shut up thelr calves at home

And they laid the ark of the LORD upon the cart, and

the coffer with the mice of gold and the images of their
emerods

And the kine tock the stralght way to the way of Beth-
shemesh, and went along the highway, lowing as they
went, and turned not aside to the right hand or to the
left; and the lords of the Philistines went after them unto
the border of Bethshemesh

And they of Bethshemesh were reaping their wheat har-
vest in the valley: and they ifted up their eyes, and saw
the ark, and rejoiced to see it.

And the cart came into the field of Joshua, a Bethshem
ite, and stood there, whare there was a great stone: and
they clave the wood of the cart, and offered the kine a
burnt offering Lnto the LORD.

And the Levites took down the ark of the LORD, and the
was with it, wherein the Jewels of goid were
and py om On the great stone: and the man of Beth-
shemesh offered burnt offerings and sacrificed sacrifices
the same cay unto the LORD.

And whan the five Jords of the Philistines had seen It,
they returned to Exron the same day

And these are the golden emerods which the Philistines
returned for a trespass offering unto the LORD; for Ash
dod one, for Gaza one, for Askelon one, for Gath one, for
Ekron one;

And the golden mice, according to the number of all the
cities of the Philistines beionging to the five lcrds, both
of fenced cittes, and of country villages, even unto the
great stone of Abel, whereon they set down the ark of
the LORD: which stone remaineth unto this day in the
feid of Joshua, the Bethshemite

And he smote the men of Bethshemesh, because they
had locked into the ark of the LORD, even he smote of
the people Nifty thousand and threescore and ten men
and the people lamented, because the LORD had smitten
many of the pecple with a great slaughter,

And the men of Bathshemesh sald, Who Is able 10 stand
before this holy LORD God? and to whom shall he go up
from us?

And they sent messengers the inhabtants of Kir-
Jathjearim, saying, The Philistines have brought again
the ark of the LORD; come ye down, and fetch it up to
you




After seven months of anguish, the Philistines
wanted nothing more to do with the ark of
God.

Chlot«&
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And the ark of the LORD was In the country of the Philis-
tines seven months.,

And the Philistines called for the priests and the diviners,
saying, What shall we do to the ark of the LORD? tell us
wherewith we shall send it to his place,

And thay sald, If ye send away the ark of the God of

offering:
known to you why his hand is not removed from you.

Then said they, What shall be the trespass offering which
we shall return to m? They answered, Five goiden em-
erods, and five golden mice, according to the number of
the lords of the Philistines: for one plague was on you all,
and on your lords,

Wherefore ye shall make images of your emerods, and
images of your mice that mar the land; and ye shall give
glory unto the God of Israel: peradventure be will ighten
his hand from off you, and from off your gods, and from
off your land.

Wherefore then do ye harden your hearts, as the Egyp-
tlans and Pharaoh hardened their hearts? when he had
wrought wonderfully among them, did they not let the
pecple go, and they departed?

Now therefore make o new Cart, and take two miich kine,
on which there hath come no yoke, and tie the kine to
the cart, and bring their calves home from them:

And take the ark of the LORD, and lay it upon the cart;
and put the jewels of gold, which ye return him for 3
trespass offering, in a coffer by the side thereof; and
send it away, that it may go,

And see, lltmwwmmyofm:mcoatto
Bethshemesh, then he hath done us this great evil: bt if
not, then we shall know that it Is not his hand that smote
us: It was 3 chance that happened to us,

And the men did s0; and took two miich kine, and tied
them to the cart, and shut up their calves at home:

And they laid the ark of the LORD upon the cart, and
the coffer with the mice of gold and the images of their
emerods,

And the kine took the straight way to the way of Beth-
shemesh, and went along the highway, lowing as they
want, and turned not aside to the right hand or to the
left; and the lords of the Philistines went after them unto
the border of Bethshemesh,
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And they of Bethshemesh were reaping their wheat har-
vest in the valley: and they ifted up their ayes, and saw
the ark, and rejoiced to see it.
And the cart came into the feld of Joshua, a Bethshem-
Ite, and stood there, where there was a great stone: and
they clave the wood of the cart, and offered the kine a
burnt offering unto the LORD.
And the Levites took down the ark of the LORD, and the
coffer that was with it, wherein the jewels of gold were,
lMMWmMMvmuoﬂe and the men of Beth-
#fered burnt offerings and sacrificed sacrifices
the same day unto the LORD.
And when the five jords of the Philistines had seen It,
they returned to Exron the same day.

And these are the golden emercds which the Philistines

returned for a trespass offering unto the LORD; for Ash-
dod one, for Gaza one, for Askelon one, for Gath one, for
Ekron one;

memmw’immmmllmwup
from us?

And they sent s to the of Kir-
Jathjearim, saying, The Philistines have brought agal

the ark of the LORD; mwmwrwnww

E
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1 Samuel 6:1-3

' And the ark of the LORD was in the 3 And they said,
country of the Philistines seven months. If ye send away the ark of the God of
2 And the Philistines called for the priests Israel, send it not empty;
and the diviners, saying, but in any wise return him a trespass
What shall we do to the ark of the LORD? offering:
tell us wherewith we shall send it to his then ye shall be healed,

place. and it shall be known to you why his
hand is not removed from you.

BN SRS



Over 450 years had passed since the Exodus,
but the Philistines still remembered what God
had done to the Egyptians.

Chapter 6:

10
11

12

And the ark of the LORD was In the country of the Philis-
tines seven months.,

And the Philistines called for the priests and the diviners,
saying, What shall we do to the ark of the LORD? tell us
wherewth we shall send it to his place,

And they sald, If ye send away the ark of the God of
Israel, send It not empty; buk In any wise return him a
trespass offering: then ye shall be healed, and it shall be
known to you wivy his hand Is not removed from you.

and put the jewels of gold, which ye return him for a
trespass offering, in a coffer by the side thereof; and
send it away, that it may go,

And see, lltmwwmmofmmcomm
Bethshemesh, then he hath done us this great evil: bt if
not, then we shall know that it Is not his hand that smote
us: It was 3 chance that happened to us,

And the men did s0; and took two miich kine, and tied
them to the cart, and shut up their calves at home:

And they laid the ark of the LORD upon the cart, and
the coffer with the mice of gold and the images of their
emerods,

And the kine took the straight way to the way of Beth-
shemesh, and went along the highway, lowing as they
want, and turned not aside to the right hand or to the
left; and the lords of the Philistines went after them unto
the border of Bethshemesh,

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

21

And they of Bethshemesh were reaping their wheat har-
vest in the valley: and they ifted up their eyes, and saw
the ark, and rejoiced to see it,
And the cart came into the feld of Joshua, a Bethshem-
Ite, and stood there, where there was a great stone: and
they clave the wood of the cart, and offered the kine a
burnt offering unto the LORD.
And the Levites took down the ark of the LORD, and the
coffer that was with it, wherein the jewels of gold were,
lwmmmonmvmum and the men of Beth-
#fered burnt offerings and sacrificed sacrifices
the same day unto the LORD.
And when the five lords of the Philistines had seen It,
they returned to Exron the same day.

And these are the golden emercds which the Philistines
returned for a trespass offering unto the LORD; for Ash-
dod one, for Gaza one, for Askelon one, for Gath one, for
Ekron one;

And the golden mice, according to the number of all the
cities of the Philistines belonging to the five locds, both
of fenced cities, and of country villages, even unto the
great stone of Abel, whereon they set down the ark of
the LORD: which stone remaineth unto this day in the
field of Joshua, the Bethshemite,

And he smote the men of Bethshemesh, because they
had looked Into the ark of the LORD, even he smote of
the people fifty thousand and threescore and ten men:
and the people lamented, because the LORD had smitten
many of the people with a great slaughter,

And the men of Bethshemesh said, Who Is able to stand
before this holy LORD God? and to whom shall be go up
from us?
And they sent
Jathjearim, saying, The Philistines have brought agal

the ark of the LORD; mwmn.wm:hnupto
you.

s to the of Kir-
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1 Samuel 6:4-6
4 Then said they,
What shall be the trespass offering which

we shall return to him? ® Wherefore then do ye harden your hearts,

They answered,
Five golden emerods, and five golden
mice, according to the number of the

as the Egyptians and Pharaoh hardened
their hearts?
when he had wrought wonderfully among

lords of the Philistines:
for one plague was on you all, and on
your lords.

5 Wherefore ye shall make images of your
emerods, and images of your mice that
mar the land; and ye shall give glory unto
the God of Israel: peradventure he will
lighten his hand from off you, and from
off your gods, and from off your land.

q—g

them, did they not let the people go,
and they departed?




They devised a test to confirm the
source of their troubles:

Chapter 6:

11

12

And the ark of the LORD was In the country of the Philis-
tines seven months.,

And the Philistines called for the priests and the diviners,
saying, What shall we do to the ark of the LORD? tell us
wherewith we shall send it to his place,

And they sald, If ye send away the ark of the God of
Israel, send It not empty; buk In any wise return him a
trespass offering: then ye shall be healed, and it shall be
known to you wivy his hand Is not removed from you.

Then sakd they, What shall be the trespass offering which
we shall return to him? They answered, Five goiden em-
erods, and five golden mice, according to the number of
the lords of the Philistines: for one plague was on you all,
and on your lords,

Wherefore ye shall make images of your emerods, and
images of your mice that mar the land; and ye shall give
glory unto the God of israel: peradventure be will ighten
his hand from off you, and from off your gods, and from
off your land.

Wherefore then do ye harden your hearts, as the Egyp-
tians and Pharaoh hardened their hearts? when he had
wrought wonderfully among them, did they not let the
people go, and they departed?

Now therefore make o new <cart, and take two milch kine,
on which there hath come no yoke, and tie the kine to
the cart, and bring their calves home from them:

And take the ark of the LORD, and lay it upon the cart;
and put the jewels of gold, which ye return him for a
trespass offering, in a coffer by the side thereof; and
send it away, that it may go,

And see, lumwwmmdmmcomm
Bethshemesh, then he hath done us this great evil: bt if
not, then we shall know that it I3 not his hand that smote
Us: It was 3 chance that happened to us.

And the men did so0; and took two miich kine, and tied
them to the cart, and shut up their calves at home:

And they laid the ark of the LORD upon the cart, and
the coffer with the mice of gold and the images of their
emerods.

And the kine took the straight way to the way of Beth-
shemesh, and went along the highway, lowing as they
want, and turned not aside to the right hand or to the
left; and the lords of the Philistines went after them unto
the border of Bethshemesh,

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

21

And they of Bethshemesh were reaping their wheat har-
vest in the valley: and they ifted up their ayes, and saw
the ark, and rejoiced 1o see it,

And the cart came into the feld of Joshua, a Bethshem-
ite, and stood there, where there was 3 great stone: and
thay clave the wood of the cart, and offered the kine a
burnt offering unto the LORD,

And the Levites took down the ark of the LORD, and the
coffer that was with it, wherein the jewels of gold were,
and put them on the great stone: and the men of Beth-
shemesh offered burnt offerings and sacrificed sacrifices
the same day unto the LORD.

And when the five jords of the Philistines had seen It,
they returned to Exron the same day.

And these are the golden emercds which the Philistines
returned for a trespass offering unto the LORD; for Ash-
dod one, for Gaza one, for Askelon one, for Gath one, for
Ekron one;

And the golden mice, according to the number of all the
cities of the Philistines belonging to the five locds, both
of fenced cities, and of country villages, even unto the
great stone of Abel, whereon they set down the ark of
the LORD: which stone remaineth unto this day in the
field of Joshua, the Bethshemite,

And he smote the men of Bethshemesh, because they
had looked Into the ark of the LORD, even he smote of
the people fifty thousand and threescore and ten men:
and the people lamented, because the LORD had senitten
many of the people with a great slaughter,

And the men of Bethshemesh said, Who Is able to stand
before this holy LORD God? and to whom shall be go up
from us?

And they sent S to the Ir of Kir-
Jathjearim, saying, The Philistines have brought again
the ark of the LORD; come ye down, and fetch it up to
you.
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1 Samuel 6:7-9

7

Now therefore make a new cart,

and take two milch kine,

on which there hath come no yoke,
and tie the kine to the cart,

and bring their calves home from them:

8 And take the ark of the LORD, and lay it

upon the cart; and put the jewels of
gold, which ye return him for a trespass
offering, in a coffer by the side thereof;
and send it away, that it may go.

And see, if it goeth up by the way of his
own coast to Bethshemesh,

then he hath done us this great evil:
but if not, then we shall know that it is
not his hand that smote us:

it was a chance that happened to us.




—

Milch kine are dairy cows raised primarily
for their milk production.

These cows had not been trained to pull
a plow or cart and would naturally resist
wearing a yoke. And sending them off

without their nursing calves would insure

that, except for the strong hand of God,
they would instinctively go straight to
them.
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1 Samuel 6:7-9

7

Now therefore make a new cart,

and take two milch kine,

on which there hath come no yoke,
and tie the kine to the cart,

and bring their calves home from them:

8 And take the ark of the LORD, and lay it

upon the cart; and put the jewels of
gold, which ye return him for a trespass
offering, in a coffer by the side thereof;
and send it away, that it may go.

9 And see, if it goeth up by the way of his

own coast to Bethshemesh,

then he hath done us this great evil:
but if not, then we shall know that it is
not his hand that smote us:

it was a chance that happened to us.

q—




The hand of God was clearly seen.

Chapter 6:
1 And the ark of the LORD was In the country of the Philis-
tines seven months,

2 And the Philistines called for the priests and the diviners,

saying, What shall we do to the ark of the LORD? tell us
wherewth we shall send it to his place,

3 And they sald, If ye send away the ark of the God of
Israel, send It not empty; but In any wise return him a

trespass offering: then ye shall be healed, and it shall be

known to you wivy his hand Is net removed from you

4 Then said they, What shall be the trespass offering which

we shall return to Nm? They answered, Five goiden em-
erods, and five golden mice, according to the number of

the lords of the Philistines: for one plague was on you all,

and on your lords,
5 Wherefore ye shall make images of your emerods, and
images of your mice that mar the land; and ye shall give

glory unto the God of Israel: peradventure bhe will lighten

his hand from off you, and from off your gods, and from
off your land.

6 Wherefore then do ye harden your hearts, as the Egyp-
tlans and Pharaoh hardened their hearts? when he had
wrought wonderfully among them, did they not let the
pecple go, and they departed?

7 Now therefore make a new Cart, and take two miich kine,

on which there hath come no yoke, and tie the kine to
the cart, and bring their calves home from them:

8 And take the ark of the LORD, and lay it upon the cart;
and put the jewels of goid, which ye return him for a
trespass offering, in a coffer by the side thereof; and
send it away, that it may go,

9 And see, ¥ It gooth up by the way of his own coast to

Bethshemesh, then he hath done us this great evil: but if
not, then we shall know that it Is not his hand that smote

us: It was 3 chance that happenaed 1o us,

10 And the men did so; and took two milch kine, and bed
them to the cart, and shut up their calves at home:

11 And they lald the ark of the LORD upon the cart, and
the coffer with the mice of gold and the images of their
emerods.

12 And the kine took the straight way to the way of Bath-
shemesh, and went along the highway, lowing as they
went, and turmed not aside to the right hand or to the

left; and the lords of the Philistines went after them unto

the border of

15

16

18

19

And they of Bethshemesh were reaping their wheat har-
vest in the valley: and they ifted up their eyes, and saw
the ark, and rejoiced to see it.

And the cart came into the feld of Joshua, a Bethshem-
Ite, and stocd there, where there was a great stone: and
thay clave the wood of the cart, and offered the kine a
burnt offering unto the LORD,

And the Levites took down the ark of the LORD, and the
coffer that was with 12, wherein the jewels of gold were,
and put them on the great stone: and the men of Beth-
shemesh offered burnt offerings and sacrificed sacrifices
the same day unto the LORD.

And when the five lords of the Philistines had seen It,
they returned to Exron the same day.

And these are the golden emerods which the Philistines
returned for a trespass offering unto the LORD; for Ash-
dod one, for Gaza one, for Askelon one, for Gath one, for
Ekron one;

And the golden mice, according to the number of all the
cities of the Philistines belonging to the five locds, both
of fenced cities, and of country villages, even unto the
great stone of Abel, whereon they set down the ark of
the LORD: which stone remaineth unto this day in the
field of Joshua, the Bethshemite.

And he smote the men of Bethshemesh, because they
had looked Into the ark of the LORD, even he smote of
the people Aifty thousand and threescore and ten men:
and the people lamented, because the LORD had smitten
many of the people with a great slaughter,

And the men of Bethshemesh said, Who Is able to stand
before this holy LORD God? and to whom shall be go up
from us?

And they sent messengers to the inhabitants of Kir-
Jathjearim, saying, The Philistines have brought again
the ark of the LORD; come ye down, and fetch it up to
you.
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1 Samuel 6:10-12
© And the men did so;

T

12

and took two milch kine,

and tied them to the cart,

and shut up their calves at home:

And they laid the ark of the LORD upon
the cart, and the coffer with the mice of
gold and the images of their emerods.
And the kine took the straight way

to the way of Bethshemesh,

and went along the highway,

lowing as they went,

and turned not aside to the right hand
or to the left;

and the lords of the Philistines went after
them unto the border of Bethshemesh.

—.—;
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The men of Bethshemesh were delighted to
see the ark coming to them.

Chapter 6:

1
2

10

11

12

And the ark of the LORD was In the country of the Philis-
tines seven months.

And the Philistines calied for the priests and the diviners,
saying, What shall we do to the ark of the LORD? tell us
wherewth we shall send it to his place,

And they sald, If ye send away the ark of the God of
Israel, send It not empty; but In any wise return him a
trespass offering: then ye shall be healed, and it shall be
known to you wivy his hand is not removed from you.

Then sakd they, What shall be the trespass offering which
we shall return to him? They answered, Five goiden em-
erods, and five golden mice, according to the number of
the lords of the Philistines: for one plague was on you all,
and on your lords,

Wherefore ye shall make images of your emerods, and
images of your mice that mar the land; and ye shall give
glory unto the God of Israel: peradventure he will ighten
his hand from off you, and from off your gods, and from
off your land.

Wherefore then do ye harden your hearts, as the Egyp-
tians and Pharaoh hardened their hearts? when he had
wrought wonderfully among them, did they not let the
pecple go, and they departed?

Now therefore make a new cart, and take two miich kine,
on which there hath come no yoke, and tie the kine to
the cart, and bring their calves home from them:

And take the ark of the LORD, and lay it upon the cart;
and put the jewels of gold, which ye return him for a
trespass offering, in a coffer by the side thereof; and
send it away, that it may go,

And see, i It gooth up by the way of his own coast to
Bethshemesh, then he hath done us this great evil: but if
not, then we shall know that it Is not his hand that smote
us: It was 3 chance that happened to us,

And the men did 50; and took two milich kine, and tied
them to the cart, and shut up their calves at home:

And they fald the ark of the LORD upon the cart, and
the coffer with the mice of gold and the images of their
emerods,

And the kine took the straight way to the way of Beth-
shemesh, and went along the highway, lowing as they
want, and turned not aside to the right hand or to the
left; and the lords of the Philistines went after them unto
the border of Bethshemesh,

14

15

16

17

18
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21

And they of Bethshemesh were reaping their wheat har-
vest in the valley: and they ifted up their eyes, and saw
the ark, and rejoiced to see it,

And the cart came into the feld of Joshua, a Bethshem-
Ite, and stood there, where there was a great stone: and
they clave the wood of the cart, and offered the kine a
burnt offering unto the LORD,

And the Levites took down the ark of the LORD, and the
coffer that was with it, wherein the jewels of gold were,
and put them on the great stone: and the men of Beth-
shemesh offered burnt offerings and sacrificed sacrifices
the same day unto the LORD.

And when the five jords of the Philistines had seen It,
they returned to Exron the same day.

And these are the golden emerods which the Philistines
returned for a trespass offering unto the LORD; for Ash-
dod one, for Gaza one, for Askelon one, for Gath one, for
Ekron one;

And the golden mice, according to the number of all the
cities of the Philistines belonging to the five locds, both
of fenced cities, and of country villages, even unto the
great stone of Abel, whereon they set down the ark of
the LORD: which stone remaineth unto this day in the
field of Joshua, the Bethshemite,

And he smote the men of Bethshemesh, because they
had looked Into the ark of the LORD, even he smote of
the people Aifty thousand and threescore and ten men:
and the people lamented, because the LORD had smitten
many of the people with a great slaughter,

And the men of Bethshemesh said, Who Is able to stand
before this holy LORD God? and to whom shall be go up
from us?

And they sent s to the its of Kir
Jathjearim, saying, The Philistines have brought again
the ark of the LORD; come ye down, and fetch it up to
you.
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1 Samuel 6:13-16
3 And they of Bethshemesh

were reaping their wheat harvest in 5 And the Levites took down the ark of the
the valley: LORD, and the coffer that was with it,
and they lifted up their eyes, wherein the jewels of gold were,
and saw the ark, and put them on the great stone:
and rejoiced to see it. and the men of Bethshemesh offered

14 And the cart came into the field of burnt offerings and sacrificed sacrifices
Joshua, a Bethshemite, the same day unto the LORD.
and stood there, 15 And when the five lords of the Philistines
where there was a great stone: had seen it, they returned to Ekron the
and they clave the wood of the cart, same day.

and offered the kine a burnt offering
unto the LORD.
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Chapter 6:

1

-

w

These are the trespass offerings
of the Philistines.

And the ark of the LORD was In the country of the Philis-
tines seven momths

And the Philistines called for the priests and the diviners,
saying, What shall we do to the ark of the LORD? tell us
wherewth we shall send it to his place

And they sald, If ye send away the ark of the God of
Israel, send It not empty; DUt In any wise return hm a
trespass offering: then ye shall be healed, and it shall be
kKnown to you wivy his hand Is not removed from you

Then said they, What shall be the trespass offering which
we shall return to him? They answered, Five goiden em-
erods, and five golden mice, according to the number of
the lords of the Philistines: for one plague was on you all,
and on your lords

Wherefore ye shall make images of your emerods, and
images of your mice that mar the land; and ye shall give
glory unto the God of Israel: peradventure be will ighten
his hand from off you, and from off your gods, and from
off your land

Wherefore then do ye harden your hearts, as the Egyp-
tlans and Pharaoh hardened their hearts? when he had
wrought wonderfully among them, did they not let the
pecple go, and they departed?

Now therefore make a new cart, and take two miich kine,
on which there hath come no yoke, and tie the kine to
the cart, and bring their calves home from them:

And take the ark of the LORD, and lay it upon the cart;
and put the jewels of gold, which ye return him for a
trespass offering, in a coffer by the side thereof; and
send R away, that it may o,

And see, i It gooth up by the way of his own coast to
Bethshemesh, then he hath done us this great evil: bat if
not, then we shall know that it Is not his hand that smote
us: It was a chance that happened to us

And the men did 30; and took two miich kine, and tied
them to the cart, and shut up their calves at home:

And they lald the ark of the LORD upon the cart, and

the coffer with the mice of gold and the images of their
emerods

And the kine tock the straight way to the way of Bath-
shemesh, and went along the highway, lowing as they
want, and turned not aside to the right hand or to the
left; and the lords of the Philistines went after them unto
the border of Bethshemesh

18

And they of Bethshemesh were reaping their wheat har-
vest in the valley: and they ifted up their eyes, and saw
the ark, and rejoiced 1o see it,

And the cart came into the feld of Joshua, a Bethshem-
Ite, and stood there, where there was a great stone: and
thay clave the wood of the cart, and offered the kine a
burnt offering unto the LORD.

And the Levites took down the ark of the LORD, and the
coffer that was with 1t, wherein the jewels of gold were
and put them on the great stone: and the men of Beth-
shemesh offered burnt offerings and sacrificed sacrifices
the same day unto the LORD.

And when the five jords of the Philistines had seen It,
they returned to Exron the same day.

And these are the golden emercds which the Philistines
returned for a trespass offering unto the LORD; for Ash-
dod one, for Gaza one, for Askelon one, for Gath one, for
Ekron cne;

And the golden mice, according to the number of all the
cties of the Philistines belonging to the five lords, both
of fenced cithes, and of country villages, even unto the
great stone of Abel, whereon they set down the ark of
the LORD: which stone remaineth unto this day in the
field of Joshua, the Bethshemite.

And he smote the men of Bethshemesh, because they
had looked Into the ark of the LORD, even he smote of
the people Aifty thousand and threescore and ten men;
and the people lamented, because the LORD had smitten
many of the people with a great slaughter,

And the men of Bethshemesh said, Who Is able to stand
before this holy LORD God? and to whom shall be go up
from us?

And they sent messengers to the inhabitants of Kir-
Jathjearim, saying, The Philistines have brought again
the ark of the LORD; come ye down, and fetch it up to
you



1 Samuel 6:17-18 ® And the golden mice,

7 And these are the golden emerods according to the number of all the cities
which the Philistines returned for a of the Philistines belonging to the five
trespass offering unto the LORD; lords, both of fenced cities,
for Ashdod one, and of country villages,
for Gaza one, even unto the great stone of Abel,
for Askelon one, whereon they set down the ark of the
for Gath one, LORD:
for Ekron one; which stone remaineth unto this day

in the field of Joshua, the Bethshemite.

—.—;



Sadly, the men of Bethshemesh could not
contain their curiosity, and paid a heavy
price for their lack of reverence.

Chapter 6:

10
11

12

And the ark of the LORD was In the country of the Philis-
tines seven months.,

And the Philistines called for the priests and the diviners,
saying, What shall we do to the ark of the LORD? tell us
wherewth we shall send it to his place,

And they sald, If ye send away the ark of the God of
Israel, send It not empty; buk In any wise return him a
trespass : then ye shall be healed, and it shall be
known to you wivy his hand Is not removed from you.

Then sakd they, What shall be the trespass offering which
we shall return to him? They answered, Five goiden em-
erods, and five golden mice, according to the number of
the lords of the Philistines: for one plague was on you all,
and on your lords,

Wherefore ye shall make images of your emerods, and
images of your mice that mar the land; and ye shall give
glory unto the God of Israel: peradventure be will ighten
his hand from off you, and from off your gods, and from
off your land.

Wherefore then do ye harden your hearts, as the Egyp-
tlans and Pharaoh hardened their hearts? when he had
wrought wonderfully among them, did they not let the
people go, and they departed?

Now therefore make o new Cart, and take two miich kine,
on which there hath come no yoke, and tie the kine to
the cart, and bring their calves home from them:

And take the ark of the LORD, and lay it upon the cart;
and put the jewels of gold, which ye return him for a
trespass offering, in a coffer by the side thereof; and
send it away, that it may go,

And see, lltmwwmmofmmcomm
Bethshemesh, then he hath done us this great evil: bt if
not, then we shall know that it Is not his hand that smote
us: It was 3 chance that happened to us,

And the men did s0; and took two miich kine, and tied
them to the cart, and shut up their calves at home:

And they laid the ark of the LORD upon the cart, and
the coffer with the mice of gold and the images of their
emerods,

And the kine took the straight way to the way of Beth-
shemesh, and went along the highway, lowing as they
want, and turned not aside to the right hand or to the
left; and the lords of the Philistines went after them unto
the border of Bethshemesh,

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

21

And they of Bethshemesh were reaping their wheat har-
vest in the valley: and they ifted up their eyes, and saw
the ark, and rejoiced to see it,
And the cart came into the feld of Joshua, a Bethshem-
Ite, and stood there, where there was a great stone: and
they clave the wood of the cart, and offered the kine a
burnt offering unto the LORD.
And the Levites took down the ark of the LORD, and the
coffer that was with it, wherein the jewels of gold were,
lwmmmonmvmum and the men of Beth-
#fered burnt offerings and sacrificed sacrifices
the same day unto the LORD.
And when the five lords of the Philistines had seen It,
they returned to Exron the same day.

And these are the golden emercds which the Philistines
returned for a trespass offering unto the LORD; for Ash-
dod one, for Gaza one, for Askelon one, for Gath one, for
Ekron one;

And the golden mice, according to the number of all the
cities of the Philistines belonging to the five locds, both
of fenced cities, and of country villages, even unto the
great stone of Abel, whereon they set down the ark of
the LORD: which stone remaineth unto this day in the
field of Joshua, the Bethshemite,

And he smote the men of Bethshemesh, because they
had looked Into the ark of the LORD, even he smote of
the people fifty thousand and threescore and ten men:
and the people lamented, because the LORD had smitten
many of the people with a great

And the men of Bethshemesh said, wholsmtomnd
before this holy LORD God? and to whom shall he go up
from us?

And they sent s to the Inh. of Kir-
Jathjearim, saying, The Philistines have brought again
the ark of the LORD; come ye down, and fetch it up to
you.




1 Samuel 6:19-21

19 And he smote the men of 20 And the men of Bethshemesh said,

Bethshemesh,

because they had looked into the ark
of the LORD,

even he smote of the people fifty

thousand and threescore and ten men:

and the people lamented,
because the LORD had smitten many
of the people with a great slaughter.

21

Who is able to stand before this holy
LORD God?
and to whom shall he go up from us?

And they sent messengers to the
inhabitants of Kirjathjearim, saying,
The Philistines have brought again the
ark of the LORD;

come ye down, and fetch it up to you.

—.—;




As Chapter Seven begins, the ark is taken to
Kirjathjearim.

-

o w

10

11

12

13

Then Samuel took a stone, and set it between Mizpeh
and Shen, and called the name of it Ebenezer, saying,
Hitherto hath the LORD heiped us.

So the Philistines were subdued, and they came no more
Into the coast of Israel: and the hand of the LORD was

him only: and he will deiiver you out of the hand of the
Philistines

Than the childeen of Israel did put away Baalm and
Ashtaroth, and served the LORD only.

And Samuel sald, Gather all Israel to Mizpeh, and I will
pray for you unto the LORD,

And they to Mizpeh, and drew water,
and poured It out before the LORD, and fasted on that
day, and sald there, We have sinned against the LORD,
Judged the children of Israel In Mizpeh,

And when the Philistines heard that the children of Israel
were gathered together to Mizpeh, the lords of the Phi-
listines went up against Israel, And when the chiidren of
Israel heard it, they were afraid of the Philistines,

And the children of 1srael said to Samuel, Cease not to
<ry unto the LORD cur God for us, that he will save us
out of the hand of the Philistines.

And Samuel took a sucking lamb, and offered it for a
burnt offering wholly unto the LORD: and Samwel cried
unto the LORD for Israel; and the LORD heard him,
And as Samoel was offering up the burnt offering, the
Philistines drew near to battie against Israel: but the

smitten before Israel,
And the men of Israel went out of Mizpeh, and pursued
the Philistines, and smote them, until they came under

14

15
16

17

Qair all the days of Samuel,

And the cities which the Philistines had taken from Israel
were restored to Israel, from Ekron even unto Gath; and
the coasts thereof did israel deliver out of the hands of

the Philistines. And there was peace between Israel and
the Amorites.

And Samuel Judged lsrael all the days of his life.

And he went from year to year In circult to Bethel, and
Giigal, and Mizpeh, and judged Israel in all those places.
And his return was to Ramah; for there was his house;
and there he judged Israel; and there he bullt an altar
unto the LORD,



w—

Endor,

*Shunem
Jozroet
«Beth Shan

Bezeke

:g «Jabesh Gilead

c
Shecheme 3

<

hoks @Ebenezer 5
shiohe  ISRAEL

«Bethel

*Mizpah

«Gilgal
_aKirjathjearim

Ziklage

«Beer Shaba MOAB

AMALEK
EDOM

4.;

1 Samuel 7:1-2

' And the men of Kirjathjearim came,
and fetched up the ark of the LORD,
and brought it into the house of
Abinadab in the hill,
and sanctified Eleazar his son
to keep the ark of the LORD.

2 And it came to pass,
while the ark abode in Kirjathjearim,
that the time was long;
for it was twenty years:
and all the house of Israel lamented
after the LORD.
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Now a much older men, Samuel
reenters the narrative to lead his people
torepentance and victory.

Chapter 7

1

10

1

And the man of Xirjathjearim came, and fetched up the
ark of the LORD, and brought It Into the house of Abl-
nacab in the hil, and sanctified Eleazar his son to keep
the ark of the LORD.

And it came to pass, while the ark abode in Kirjathjearim,

that the tima was Jong; for It was twenty years: and all
the house of Israel lamented after the LORD.

And Samuel spake unto all the house of [srael, saying,
I ye do return unto the LORD with all your hearts, then
put away the strange gods and Ashtarcth from among
You, and prepare your hearts unto the LORD, and serve
him only: and ha will deliver you out of the hand of tha
Philistines.

Then the children of Israel ¢id put away Baadm and
Ashtaroth, and served the LORD only.

And Samuel sald, Gather all Israel to Mizpeh, and I will
pray for you unto the LORD,

And they gathered together to Mizpeh, and drew water,
and powred it out before the LORD, and fasted on that

day, and sald there, We have sinned against the LORD,
And Samuel Judged the children of Israel in Mizpeh,

And when the Philistines heard that the children of Israel
were gathered together to Mizpeh, the lords of the Phi-
listines went up against Israel, And when the chiidren of
Israel heard it, they were afraid of the Philistines,

And the children of Israel said to Samuel, Cease not to
<ry unto the LORD cur Ged for us, that he will save us
out of the hand of the Philistines.

And Samuel took a sucking lamb, and offered It for a
burnt offering wholly unto the LORD: and Samuel cried
unto the LORD for Israel; and the LORD heard him,
And as Samoel was offering up the burnt offering, the
Philistines drew near to battle against Israel: but the
LORD thundered with a great thunder on that day upen
the Philistines, and discomfted them; and they were
smitten before Israel,

And the men of Israel went out of Mizpeh, and pursued
the Philistines, and smote them, until they came under
Bethcar,

12

13

15
16

17

Then Samuel took a stone, and set it between Mizpeh
and Shen, and called the name of it Ebenezer, saying,
Hitherto hath the LORD heiped us.

So the Philistines were subdued, and they came no more
Into the coast of Israel: and the hand of the LORD was
against the Philistines all the days of Samuel,

And the cities which the Philistines had taken from Israel
were restored to Israel, from Ekron even unto Gath; and
the coasts thereof did Israel deliver out of the hands of
the Philistines. And there was peace between Israel and
the Amorites.

And Samuel Judged 1srael all the days of his life.

And he went from year to year in circult to Bethel, and
Giigal, and Mizpeh, and judged Israel In all those places.
And his return was to Ramah; for there was his house;
and there he judged Israel; and there he bullt an aitar
unto the LORD,
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1 Samuel 7:3-4

3 And Samuel spake unto all the house of
Israel, saying,
If ye do return unto the LORD with all
your hearts,
then put away the strange gods
and Ashtaroth from among you,
and prepare your hearts unto the LORD,
and serve him only: and he will deliver
you out of the hand of the Philistines.

4 Then the children of Israel did put away
Baalim and Ashtaroth,
and served the LORD only.




1 Samuel 7:3-4

3 And Samuel spake unto all the house of
Israel, saying,
If ye do return unto the LORD with all
your hearts,
then put away the strange gods
and Ashtaroth from among you,
and prepare your hearts unto the LORD,
and serve him only: and he will deliver
you out of the hand of the Philistines.

4 Then the children of Israel did put away
Baalim and Ashtaroth,
and served the LORD only.

The Canaanites worshipped
Ashtaroth as a fertility goddess,

the consort of Baal. This idolatry had
taken hold of the Israelites, and
explains their previous defeats.

—.—;
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Samuel commanded the Israelites
to gather in Mitzpah.

Chapter 7

1

~

11

And the man of Kirjathjearim came, and fetched up the
ark of the LORD, and brought It Into the house of Abl-
nacab in the hil, and sanctified Eleazar his son to keep
the ark of the LORD.

And it came to pass, while the ark abode in Kirjathjearim,
that the tima was Jong; for It was twenty years: and al
the house of Israel lamented after the LORD.

And Samuel spake unto all the house of [srael, saying,
I ye do return unto the LORD with alf your hearts, then
put away the strange gods and Ashtaroth from among
You, and prepare your hearts unto the LORD, and serve
him only: and he will deiiver you cut of the hand of the
Philistines.

Then the children of Israel ¢id put away Baadm and
Ashtaroth, and served the LORD only.

wwm,cmaummmmh.nuxm

pray for you unto the LORD,

And they gathered together to Mizpeh, and drew water,

and poured it out before the LORD, and fasted on that

dw,wuldlmn We have sinned against the LORD,
And Samuel Judged the children of Israel In Mizpeh,

And when the Philistines heard that the children of Israel
were gathered together to Mizpeh, the lords of the Phi-
listines went up against Israel, And when the chiidren of
Israel heard it, they were afraid of the Philistines,

And the children of 1srael said to Samuel, Cease not to
<ry unto the LORD cur God for us, that he will save us
out of the hand of the Philistines.

And Samuel took a sucking lamb, and offered it for a
burnt offering wholly unto the LORD: and Samwel cried
unto the LORD for Israel; and the LORD heard him,
And as Samoel was offering up the burnt offering, the
Philistines drew near to battie against Israel: but the
LORD thundered with a great thunder on that day upon
the Philistines, and discomfited them; and they were
smitten before Israel,

And the men of Israel went out of Mizpeh, and pursued
the Philistines, and smote them, until they came under
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Then Samuel took a stone, and set it between Mizpeh
and Shen, and called the name of it Ebenezer, saying,
Hitherto hath the LORD heiped us.

So the Philistines were subdued, and they came no more
Into the coast of Israel: and the hand of the LORD was
against the Philistines all the days of Samuel,

And the cities which the Philistines had taken from Israel
were restored to Israel, from Ekron even unto Gath; and
the coasts thereof did israel deliver out of the hands of
the Philistines. And there was peace between Israel and
the Amorites.

And Samuel Judged lsrael all the days of his life.

And he went from year to year In circult to Bethel, and
Giigal, and Mizpeh, and judged Israel In all those places,
And his return was to Ramah; for there was his house;
and there he judged Israei; and there he bullt an altar
unto the LORD,



1 Samuel 7:5-6
5 And Samuel said,
Gather all Israel to Mizpeh,
and | will pray for you unto the LORD.
® And they gathered together to
Mizpeh, and drew water,
and poured it out before the LORD,
and fasted on that day,
and said there,
We have sinned against the LORD.

And Samuel judged the children of
Israel in Mizpeh.
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The Philistines prepared for another assault,

expecting the same results as before.

Chapter 7

1

~

11

And the man of Xirjathjearim came, and fetched up the
ark of the LORD, and brought It Into the house of Abl-
nacab in the hil, and sanctified Eleazar his son to keep
the ark of the LORD.

And it came to pass, while the ark abode in Kirjathjearien,
that the time was long; for it was twenty years: and al
the house of Israel lamented after the LORD.

And Samuel spake unto all the house of Israel, saying,
I ye do return unto the LORD with alf your hearts, then
put away the strange gods and Ashtaroth from among
You, and prepare your hearts unto the LORD, and serve
him only: and he will deiiver you cut of the hand of the
Philistines.

Then the childeen of Israel &id put away Baalm and
Ashtaroth, and served the LORD only.

And Samuel sald, Gather all Israel to Mizpeh, and I will

pray for you unto the LORD,

And they together to Mizpeh, and drew water,

and poured It out before the LORD, and fasted on that

dav. and sald there, We have sinned against the LORD,
Samuel judged the children of Israel in Mizpeh,

mmmmmmmmuw
together to Mizpeh, the lords of the Phi-
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Israel heard It, they were afraid of the Philistines,

And the chiidren of Israel said to Samuel, Cease not to

<ry unto the LORD our Ged for us, that he will save us

out of the hand of the Philistines.

And Samuel took a sucking lamb, and offered it for a
burnt offering wholly unto the LORD: and Samwel cried
unto the LORD for Israel; and the LORD heard him,
And as Samoel was offering up the burnt offering, the
Philistines drew near to battie against Israel: but the
LORD thundered with a great thunder on that day upon
and discomfted them; and they were
smitten before Israel,

And the men of Israel went out of Mizpeh, and pursued
the Philistines, and smote them, until they came under
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Then Samuel took a stone, and set it between Mizpeh
and Shen, and called the name of it Ebenezer, saying,
Hitherto hath the LORD heiped us.

So the Philistines were subdued, and they came no more
Into the coast of Israel: and the hand of the LORD was
against the Philistines all the days of Samuel,

And the cities which the Philistines had taken from Israel
were restored to Israel, from Ekron even unto Gath; and
the coasts thereof did israel deliver out of the hands of
the Philistines. And there was peace between Israel and
the Amorites.

And Samuel Judged 1srael all the days of his life.

And he went from year to year In circult to Bethel, and
Giigal, and Mizpeh, and judged Israel in all those places.
And his return was to Ramah; for there was his house;
and there he judged Israei; and there he bullt an altar
unto the LORD.
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1 Samuel 7:7-8

7 And when the Philistines heard
that the children of Israel were
gathered together to Mizpeh,
the lords of the Philistines went up
against Israel.

This time, Israel looked to God — and not
the ark —for help.

And when the children of Israel heard it,
they were afraid of the Philistines.

8 And the children of Israel said to
Samuel,
Cease not to cry unto the LORD our
God for us, that he will save us out of
the hand of the Philistines.

4.;



The LORD heard his servant’s prayer.

Chapter 7

1

o

10

11

And the man of Xirjathjearim came, and fetched up the
ark of the LORD, and brought It into the house of Abl-
nacab in the hill, and sanctified Eleazar his s0n to keep
the ark of the LORD.

And It came to pass, while the ark abode in Kirjathjeasimn,
that the tima was Jong; for It was twenty years: and all
the house of Israel lamented after the LORD.

And Samuel spake unto all the house of Israel, saying,
I ye do return unto the LORD with alf your hearts, then
put away the strange gods and Ashtaroth from among
Yyou, and prepare your hearts unto the LORD, and serve
him only: and he will deliver you out of the hand of the
Philistines.

Then the childeen of Israel &id put away Baalm and
Ashtaroth, and served the LORD only.

And Samuel sald, Gather all Israel to Mizpeh, and I will
pray for you unto the LORD,

And they gathered together to Mizpeh, and drew water,
and poured it out before the LORD, and fasted on that

day, and sald there, We have sinned against the LORD,
And Samuel Judged the children of Israel In Mizpeh,

And when the Philistines heard that the children of Israel
were gathered together to Mizpeh, the lords of the Phi-
listines went up against Israel, And when the chiidren of
Israel heard It, they were afraid of the Philistines,

And the children of Israel said to Samuel, Cease not to
<ry unto the LORD cur God for us, that he will save us
out of the hand of the Philistines.

And Samuel took a sucking tamb, and offered it for a
burnt offering wholly unto the LORD: and Samwel cried
unto the LORD for Israel; and the LORD heard him,
And as Samoel was offering up the burnt offering, the
Philistines drew near to battle against Israel; but the
LORD thundered with a great thunder on that day upen
the Philistines, and discomfted them; and they were
smitten before Israel,

And the men of Israel went out of Mizpeh, and pursued
the Philistines, and smote them, until they came under
Bethcar,
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Then Samuel took a stone, and set it between Mizpeh
and Shen, and called the name of it Ebenezer, saying,
Hitherto hath the LORD heiped us.

So the Philistines were subdued, and they came no more
Into the coast of Israel: and the hand of the LORD was
against the Philistines all the days of Samuel,

And the cities which the Philistines had taken from Israel
were restored to Israel, from Ekron even unto Gath; and
the coasts thereof did israel deliver out of the hands of
the Philistines. And there was peace between Israel and
the Amorites.

And Samuel Judged 1srael all the days of his life.

And he went from year to year in circult to Bethel, and
Giigal, and Mizpeh, and judged Israel In all those places.
And his return was to Ramah; for there was his house;
and there he judged Israel; and there he bullt an aitar
unto the LORD,



© And as Samuel was offering up the
burnt offering,

1 Samuel 7:9-11 the Philistines drew near to battle

9 And Samuel took a sucking lamb, against Israel:
and offered it for a burnt offering but the LORD thundered with a great
wholly unto the LORD: thunder on that day upon the
and Samuel cried unto the LORD for Philistines, and discomfited them;
Israel; and the LORD heard him. and they were smitten before Israel.

" And the men of Israel went out of
Mizpeh, and pursued the Philistines,
and smote them,
until they came under Bethcar.

—.—;



Samuel set up a stone of remembrance.

Chapter 7

1

And the man of Kirjathjearim came, and fetched up the
ark of the LORD, and brought It Into the house of Abl-
nacab in the hill, and sanctified Eleazar his son to keep
the ark of the LORD.

And It came to pass, while the ark abode in Kirjathjearim,
that the time was long; for It was twenty years: and all
the house of Israel lamented after the LORD,

And Samuel spake unto all the house of [srael, saying,
I ye do return unto the LORD with all your hearts, then
put away the strange gods and Ashtaroth from

you, and prepare your hearts unto the LORD, and serve
him only: and he will deliver you out of the hand of the
Philistines.

Than the childeen of Israel &5d put away Baadm and
Ashtaroth, and served the LORD only.

And Samuel sald, Gather all Israel to Mizpeh, and I will
pray for you unto the LORD,

And they gathered together to Mizpeh, and drew water,
and powred it out before the LORD, and fasted on that
day, and sald there, We have sinned against the LORD,
And Samuel Judged the children of Israel In Mizpeh,

And when the Philistines heard that the children of Israel
were gathered together to Mizpeh, the lords of the Phi-
listines went up against Israel. And when the chiidren of
Israel heard it, they were afraid of the Philistines,

And the children of Israel said to Samuel, Cease not to
<ry unto the LORD cur God for us, that he will save us
out of the hand of the Philistines.

And Samuel took a sucking lamb, and offered it for a
burnt offering wholly unto the LORD: and Samwuel cried
umnto the LORD for Israel; and the LORD heard himn,

10 And as Samoel was offering up the burnt cffering, the

1

Philistines drew near to battle against Israel: but the
LORD thundered with a great thunder on that day upen
the Philistines, and discomfted them; and they were
smitten before Israel.

And the men of Israel went out of Mizpeh, and pursued
the Philistines, and smote them, until they came under
Bethcar,
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13

15
16

17

Then Samuei took a stone, and set &t between Mizpeh
and Shen, and called the name of it Ebenezer, saying,
Hitherto hath the LORD heiped us.

So the Philistines were subdued, and they came no more
Into the coast of Israel: and the hand of the LORD was
against the Philistines all the days of Samuel,

And the cities which the Philistines had taken from Israel
were restored to Israel, from Ekron even unto Gath; and
the coasts thereof did israel deliver out of the hands of
the Philistines. And there was peace between Israel and
the Amorites.

And Samuel Judged 1srael all the days of his life.

And he went from year to year in circult to Bethel, and
Giigal, and Mizpeh, and judged Israel In all those places.
And his return was to Ramah; for there was his house;
and there he judged Israel; and there he bullt an aitar
unto the LORD,



1 Samuel 7:12

2 Then Samuel took a stone,
and set it between Mizpeh and Shen,
and called the name of it Ebenezer,
saying,
Hitherto hath the LORD helped us.




At least for now, the Phlllstmes
were no longer a threat.

Chapter 7

1

10

1

And the man of Kirjathjearim came, and fetched up the
ark of the LORD, and brought it into the house of Abl-
nacab in the hill, and sanctified Eleazar his son to keep
the ark of the LORD.

And it came to pass, while the ark abode in Kirjathjearien,

that the time was long; for it was twenty years: and al
the house of Israel lamented after the LORD,

And Samuel spake unto all the house of [srael, saying,
I ye do return unto the LORD with all your hearts, then
put away the strange gods and Ashtaroth from

You, and prepare your hearts unto the LORD, and serve
him only: and he will deliver you out of the hand of the
Philistines.

Than the childeen of Israel &5d put away Baadm and
Ashtaroth, and served the LORD only.

And Samuel sald, Gather all Israel to Mizpeh, and I will
pray for you unto the LORD,

And they gathered together to Mizpeh, and drew water,
and powred it out before the LORD, and fasted on that
day, and sald there, We have sinned against the LORD,
And Samuel Judged the children of Israel In Mizpeh,

And when the Philistines heard that the children of Israel
were gathered together to Mizpeh, the lords of the Phi-
listines went up against Israel. And when the chiidren of
Israel heard it, they were afraid of the Philistines,

And the children of Israel said to Samuel, Cease not to
<ry unto the LORD cur God for us, that he will save us
out of the hand of the Philistines.

And Samuel took a sucking lamb, and offered it for a
burnt offering wholly unto the LORD: and Samwuel cried
unto the LORD for Israel; and the LORD heard him,
And as Samoel was offering up the burnt offering, the
Philistines drew near to battle against Israel: but the
LORD thundered with a great thunder on that day upen
the Philistines, and discomfted them; and they were
smitten before Israel.

And the men of Israel went out of Mizpeh, and pursued
the Philistines, and smote them, until they came under
Bethcar.
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Then Samuel took a stone, and set it between Mizpeh
and Shen, and called the name of it Ebenezer, saying,
Hitherto hath the LORD heiped us.

So the Philistines were subdued, and they came no moare
Into the coast of Israel: and the hand of the LORD was
against the Philistines all the days of Samuel,

And the cities which the Philistines had taken from Israel
were restored to Israel, from Ekron even unto Gath; and
the coasts thereof did Israel dellver out of the hands of
the Philistines. And there was peace between Israel and
the Amorites.

And Samuel Judged 1srael all the days of his life.

And he went from year to year in circult to Bethel, and
Giigal, and Mizpeh, and judged Israel In all those places.
And his return was to Ramah; for there was his house;
and there he judged Israel; and there he bullt an aitar
unto the LORD,



1 Samuel 7:13-14

3 So the Philistines were subdued,
and they came no more into the coast
of Israel:
and the hand of the LORD was against
the Philistines all the days of Samuel.

4 And the cities which the Philistines had
taken from Israel were restored to
Israel,
from Ekron even unto Gath;
and the coasts thereof did Israel deliver
out of the hands of the Philistines.

And there was peace between Israel
and the Amorites.

—.—;

The Israelites’ repentance and renewed
allegiance to God put an end to her
troubles with her Canaanite neighbors.




Samuel was a protector and deliverer to
Israel, not by dint of sword, as Gideon, nor
by strength of arm, as Samson, but by the
power of prayer to God and carrying on a
work of reformation among the people.

MATTHEWHENRY COMMENTARY

Chapter 7

1

10

1

And the man of Xirjathjearim came, and fetched up the
ark of the LORD, and brought It Into the house of Abl-
nacdab in the hill, and sanctified Eleazar his son to keep
the ark of the LORD.

And It came to pass, while the ark abode in Kirjathjearien,

that the time was long; for it was twenty years: and ail
the house of Israel lamented after the LORD,

And Samuel spake unto all the house of [srael, saying,
If ye do return unto the LORD with all your hearts, then
put away the strange gods and Ashtaroth from

you, and prepare your hearts unto the LORD, and serve
him only: and ha will deliver you out of the hand of the
Philistines.

Then the childeen of Israel &d put away Baadm and
Ashtaroth, and served the LORD only.

And Samuel sald, Gather all Israel to Mizpeh, and I will
pray for you unto the LORD,

And they gathered together to Mizpeh, and drew water,
and powred it out before the LORD, and fasted on that
day, and sald there, We have sinned against the LORD,
And Samuel Judged the children of Israel in Mizpeh,

And when the Philistines heard that the children of Israel
were gathered together to Mizpeh, the lords of the Phi-
listines went up against Israel. And when the chiidren of
Israel heard it, they were afraid of the Philistines,

And the children of Israel said to Samuel, Cease not to
<ry unto the LORD cur God for us, that he will save us
out of the hand of the Philistines.

And Samuel took a sucking lamb, and offered it for a
burnt offering wholly unto the LORD: and Samwuel cried
unto the LORD for Israel; and the LORD heard him,
And as Samuel was offering up the burnt cffering, the
Philistines drew near to battle against Israel: but the
LORD thundered with a great thunder on that day upen
the Philistines, and discomfted them; and they were
smitten before Israel,

And the men of Israel went out of Mizpeh, and pursued
the Philistines, and smote them, until they came under
Bethcar.
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Then Samuel took a stone, and set it between Mizpeh
and Shen, and called the name of it Ebenezer, saying,
Hitherto hath the LORD heiped us.

So the Philistines were subdued, and they came no more
Into the coast of Israel: and the hand of the LORD was
against the Philistines all the days of Samuel,

And the cities which the Philistines had taken from Israel
were restored to Israel, from Ekron even unto Gath; and
the coasts thereof did Israel deliver out of the hands of
the Philistines. And there was peace between Israel and
the Amorites.

And Samuel Judged 1srael all the days of his life.

And he went from year to year in circult to Bethel, and
Gligal, and Mizpeh, and judged Israel in all those places.
And his return was to Ramah; for there was his house;
and there he judged Israei; and there he bullt an aitar
unto the LORD,
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1 Samuel 7:15-17

5

16

17

And Samuel judged Israel all the days
of his life.

And he went from year to year in
circuit to Bethel, and Gilgal, and
Mizpeh,

and judged Israel in all those places.
And his return was to Ramah;

for there was his house;

and there he judged Israel;

and there he built an altar unto the
LORD.




This concludes the first division of this book, from Eli to Samuel.

The Structure and Themes of 1 Samuel

SAMUEL

Decline of the Judges

1st transition
of leadership:
Eli to Samuel

Samuel, the last
of the judges




Up next, from Samuel to Saul.

The Structure and Themes of 1 Samuel

SAUL

Rise of the Kings

d wy . d wg .
2 tranS|t|9n The Reign 3 tran51t|9n
of leadership: of Saul of leadership:
Samuel to Saul Saul to David







