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written to a church that hedid not establish.

There is no record of Paul ever visiting this city,
and this is the only place in the Bible where it is named.




The purpose of this letter, in large part, was to confront a false doctrine
that was threatening the unity of the church, an error that have since been
called The Colossian Heresy.

This heresy was a blend of pagan and Jewish dogmas, suggesting that the
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holiness was found through:
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namely, Gnosticism, frongnosisto know. The belief that secret
esoterict knowledge was the source of salvation.  understood by only a few
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the harsh treatment of the body to control its lusts.
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Is summed up irColossians 2:90:
9 Forin him[Jesus Christ]

dwelleth all the fulnessof the Godhead bodily.

10° And ye are complete in him,
which is the head of all principality and power:
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Colossaewas located about
10 miles east ofaodicea
and 13 miles southeast of
Hierapolis. [These cities are
named in Colossians 4:13].
The waters from the hot
springs of Hierapolis joined
the cold waters of Colosse
to produce the lukewarm
waters of Laodicea.
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What was true of Laodicea
geographicallyalso became
true spiritually.

Revelation 3:1416

14 Andunto the angel of the
church ofthe Laodiceans
x OEOAS

15 1 know thy works,
that thou art neither cold
nor hot: | would thou
wert cold or hot.

16 So then because thou art
lukewarm,
and neither cold nor hot,
| will spuethee out of my
mouth.
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In comparison to the great cities of Rome, Corinth, Ephesus, and Philipf
Colossae was a small and largely insignificant town.
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The epistle itself is far from insignificant, standing with Johhand Hebrewd
as an unimpeachable treatise on theeity of our Lord Jesus Christ
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Chapter One

1

Paul, an apostle of Jesus Christ by the will of God, and
Timotheus our brother,

To the saints and faithful brethren in Christ which are at
Colosse: Grace be unto you, and peace, from God our
Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

We give thanks to God and the Father of our Lord Jesus
Christ, praying always for you,

Since we heard of your faith in Christ Jesus, and of the
love which ye have to all the saints,

For the hope which is laid up for you in heaven,
whereof ye heard before in the word of the truth of the
gospel;

Which is come unto you, as it is in all the world; and
bringeth forth fruit, as it doth also in you, since the day
ye heard of it, and knew the grace of God in truth:

As ye also learned of Epaphras our dear fellowservant,
who is for you a faithful minister of Christ;

Who also declared unto us your love in the Spirit.

For this cause we also, since the]
cease to pray for you, and to de:
with the knowledge of his will in
understanding;

That ye might walk worthy of
being fruitful in every good work, and |ncrea5|ng in the
knowledge of God;

Strengthened with all might, according to his glorious
power, unto all patience and longsuffering with joyful-
ness;

Giving thanks unto the Father, which hath made us
meet to be partakers of the inheritance of the saints in
light:

Who hath delivered us from the power of darkness, and
hath translated us into the kingdom of his dear Son:

In whom we have redemption through his blood, even
the forgiveness of sins:

Who is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of every
creature:

For by him were all things created, that are in heaven,
and that are in earth, visible and invisible, whether
they be thrones, or dominions, or principalities, or
powers: all things were created by him, and for him:
And he is before all things, and by him all things
consist.

And he is the head of the body, the church: who is

the beginning, the firstborn from the dead; that in all
things he might have the preeminence.

For it pleased the Father that in him should all fulness
dwell;

And, having made peace through the blood of his cross,
by him to reconcile all things unto himself; by him,

I say, whether they be things in earth, or things in
heaven.

And you, that were sometime alienated and enemies in
your mind by wicked works, yet now hath he reconciled
In the body of his flesh through death, to present you
holy and unblameable and unreproveable in his sight:
If ye continue in the faith grounded and settled, and be

not moved away from the hope of the gospel, which ye
have heard, and which was preached to every creature
which is under heaven; whereof I Paul am made a min-
ister;

Who now rejoice in my sufferings for you, and fill up that
which is behind of the afflictions of Christ in my flesh for his
body’s sake, which is the church:

Whereof I am made a minister, according to the dispen-
sation of God which is given to me for you, to fulfil the
word of God;

Even the mystery which hath been hid from ages and
from generations, but now is made manifest to his
saints:

To whom God would make known what is the riches of
the glory of this mystery among the Gentiles; which is
Christ in you, the hope of glory:

Whom we preach, warning every man, and teaching
every man in all wisdom; that we may present every
man perfect in Christ Jesus:
Whereunto I also labour, stri

ing according to his
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my face in the ﬂesh

That their hearts might be comforted, being knit together in
love, and unto all riches of the full assurance of understand-
ing, to the acknowledgement of the mystery of God, and of
the Father, and of Christ;

In whom are hid all the treasures of wisdom and knowl-
edge.

And this I say, lest any man should beguile you with entic-
ing words.

For though I be absent in the flesh, yet am I with you in the
spirit, joying and beholding your order, and the stedfastness
of your faith in Christ.

As ye have therefore received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk
ye in him:

Rooted and built up in him, and stablished in the faith, as
ye have been taught, abounding therein with thanksgiving.

Beware lest any man spoil you through philosophy and vain
deceit, after the tradition of men, after the rudiments of the
world, and not after Christ.

For in him dwelleth all the fulness of the Godhead bodily.
And ye are complete in him, which is the head of all princi-
pality and power:

In whom also ye are circumcised with the circumcision
made without hands, in putting off the body of the sins of
the flesh by the circumcision of Christ:

Buried with him in baptism, wherein also ye are risen with
him through the faith of the operation of God, who hath
raised him from the dead.

And you, being dead in your sins and the uncircumcision

of your flesh, hath he quickened together with him, having
forgiven you all trespasses;

Blotting out the handwriting of ordinances that was against
us, which was contrary to us, and took it out of the way,
nailing it to his cross;

And having spoiled principalities and powers, he made a
shew of them openly, triumphing over them in it.

Let no man therefore judge you in meat, or in drink, or
in respect of an holyday, or of the new moon, or of the
sabbath days:

Which are a shadow of things to come; but the body is of
Christ.

Let no man beguile you of your reward in a voluntary humil-
ity and worshipping of angels, intruding into those things
which he hath not seen, vainly puffed up by his fleshly
mind,

And not holding the Head, from which all the body by

joints and bands having nourishment ministered, and knit
together, increaseth with the increase of God.

Wherefore if ye be dead with Christ from the rudiments of
the world, why, as though living in the world, are ye subject
to ordinances,

(Touch not; taste not; handle not;

Which all are to perish with the using;) after the command-
ments and doctrines of men?

Which things have indeed a shew of wisdom in will worship,
and humility, and neglecting of the body; not in any honour
to the satisfying of the flesh.

Y
earth
For ye are dead, and your life is hid with Christ in God.
When Christ, who is our life, shall appear, then shall ye also
appear with him in glory.
Mortify therefore your members which are upon the earth;
fornication, uncleanness, inordinate affection, evil concupis-
cence, and covetousness, which is idolatry:
For which things’ sake the wrath of God cometh on the
children of disobedience:
In the which ye also walked some time, when ye lived in
them.
But now ye also put off all these; anger, wrath, malice,
blasphemy, filthy communication out of your mouth.

Lie not one to another, seeing that ye have put off the old
man with his deeds;

And have put on the new man, which is renewed in knowl-
edge after the image of him that created him:

Where there is neither Greek nor Jew, circumcision nor un-
circumcision, Barbarian, Scythian, bond nor free: but Christ
is all, and in all.

Put on therefore, as the elect of God, holy and beloved,
bowels of mercies, kindness, humbleness of mind, meek-
ness, longsuffering;

Forbearing one another, and forgiving one another, if any
man have a quarrel against any: even as Christ forgave
you, so also do ye.

And above all these things put on charity, which is the bond
of perfectness.

And let the peace of God rule in your hearts, to the which
also ye are called in one body; and be ye thankful.

Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom;
teaching and admonishing one another in psalms and
hymns and spiritual songs, singing with grace in your hearts
to the Lord.

And whatsoever ye do in word or deed, do all in the name of
the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God and the Father by him.

Wives, submit yourselves unto your own husbands, as it is
fit in the Lord.

Husbands, love your wives, and be not bitter against them.
Children, obey your parents in all things: for this is well
pleasing unto the Lord.

Fathers, provoke not your children to anger, lest they be
discouraged.

Servants, obey in all things your masters according to the
flesh; not with eyeservice, as menpleasers; but in single-
ness of heart, fearing God:

And whatsoever ye do, do it heartily, as to the Lord, and not
unto men;

Knowing that of the Lord ye shall receive the reward of the
inheritance: for ye serve the Lord Christ.

But he that doeth wrong shall receive for the wrong which
he hath done: and there is no respect of persons.

Chapter Four

1

Masters, give unto your servants that which is just and
equa! knowmg that ye also have a Master in heaven.

and watch in the same with thanksgiv-

br us, that God would open unto us a
speak the mystery of Christ, for which

may make It manifest, as I ought to speak.

Walk in wisdom toward them that are without, redeeming
the time.

Let your speech be alway with grace, seasoned with salt,
that ye may know how ye ought to answer every man.

All my state shall Tychicus declare unto you, who is a
beloved brother, and a faithful minister and fellowservant in
the Lord:

Whom I have sent unto you for the same purpose, that he
might know your estate, and comfort your hearts;

With Onesimus, a faithful and beloved brother, who is one
of you. They shall make known unto you all things which
are done here.

Aristarchus my fellowprisoner saluteth you, and Marcus,
sister’s son to Barnabas, (touching whom ye received com-
mandments: if he come unto you, receive him;)

And Jesus, which is called Justus, who are of the circumci-
sion. These only are my fellowworkers unto the kingdom of
God, which have been a comfort unto me.

Epaphras, who is one of you, a servant of Christ, saluteth
you, always labouring fervently for you in prayers, that ye
may stand perfect and complete in all the will of God.

For I bear him record, that he hath a great zeal for you, and
them that are in Laodicea, and them in Hierapolis.

Luke, the beloved physician, and Demas, greet you.

Salute the brethren which are in Laodicea, and Nymphas,
and the church which is in his house.

And when this epistle is read among you, cause that it be
read also in the church of the Laodiceans; and that ye like-
wise read the epistle from Laodicea.

And say to Archippus, Take heed to the ministry which thou
hast received in the Lord, that thou fulfil it.

The salutation by the hand of me Paul. Remember my
bonds. Grace be with you. Amen.
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For I would that ye knew what great conflict I have for you,
and for them at Laodicea, and for as many as have not seen
my face in the flesh;

That their hearts might be comforted, being knit together in
love, and unto all riches of the full assurance of understand-
ing, to the acknowledgement of the mystery of God, and of
the Father, and of Christ;

In whom are hid all the treasures of wisdom and knowl-
edge.

And this I say, lest any man should beguile you with entic-
ing words.

For though I be absent in the flesh, yet am I with you in the
spirit, joying and beholding your order, and the stedfastness
of your faith in Christ.

As ye have therefore received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk
ye in him:

Rooted and built up in him, and stablished in the faith, as
ye have been taught, abounding therein with thanksgiving.

Beware lest any man spoil you through philosophy and vain
deceit, after the tradition of men, after the rudiments of the
world, and not after Christ.

For in him dwelleth all the fulness of the Godhead bodily.
And ye are complete in him, which is the head of all princi-
pality and power:

In whom also ye are circumcised with the circumcision
made without hands, in putting off the body of the sins of
the flesh by the circumcision of Christ:

Buried with him in baptism, wherein also ye are risen with
him through the faith of the operation of God, who hath
raised him from the dead.

And you, being dead in your sins and the uncircumcision

of your flesh, hath he quickened together with him, having
forgiven you all trespasses;

Blotting out the handwriting of ordinances that was against
us, which was contrary to us, and took it out of the way,
nailing it to his cross;

And having spoiled principalities and powers, he made a
shew of them openly, triumphing over them in it.

Let no man therefore judge you in meat, or in drink, or
in respect of an holyday, or of the new moon, or of the
sabbath days:

Which are a shadow of things to come; but the body is of
Christ.

Let no man beguile you of your reward in a voluntary humil-
ity and worshipping of angels, intruding into those things
which he hath not seen, vainly puffed up by his fleshly
mind,

And not holding the Head, from which all the body by

joints and bands having nourishment ministered, and knit
together, increaseth with the increase of God.

Wherefore if ye be dead with Christ from the rudiments of
the world, why, as though living in the world, are ye subject
to ordinances,

(Touch not; taste not; handle not;

Which all are to perish with the using;) after the command-
ments and doctrines of men?

Which things have indeed a shew of wisdom in will worship,
and humility, and neglecting of the body; not in any honour
to the satisfying of the flesh.

Chapter Three

1

If ye then be risen with Christ, seek those things which are
above, where Christ sitteth on the right hand of God.

Set your affection on things above, not on things on the
earth.

For ye are dead, and your life is hid with Christ in God.
When Christ, who is our life, shall appear, then shall ye also
appear with him in glory.

Mortify therefore your members which are upon the earth;
fornication, uncleanness, inordinate affection, evil concupis-
cence, and covetousness, which is idolatry:

For which things’ sake the wrath of God cometh on the
children of disobedience:

In the which ye also walked some time, when ye lived in
them.

But now ye also put off all these; anger, wrath, malice,
blasphemy, filthy communication out of your mouth.

Lie not one to another, seeing that ye have put off the old
man with his deeds;

And have put on the new man, which is renewed in knowl-
edge after the image of him that created him:

Where there is neither Greek nor Jew, circumcision nor un-
circumcision, Barbarian, Scythian, bond nor free: but Christ
is all, and in all.

Put on therefore, as the elect of God, holy and beloved,
bowels of mercies, kindness, humbleness of mind, meek-
ness, longsuffering;

Forbearing one another, and forgiving one another, if any
man have a quarrel against any: even as Christ forgave
you, so also do ye.

And above all these things put on charity, which is the bond
of perfectness.

And let the peace of God rule in your hearts, to the which
also ye are called in one body; and be ye thankful.

Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom;
teaching and admonishing one another in psalms and
hymns and spiritual songs, singing with grace in your hearts
to the Lord.

And whatsoever ye do in word or deed, do all in the name of
the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God and the Father by him.

Wives, submit yourselves unto your own husbands, as it is
fit in the Lord.

Husbands, love your wives, and be not bitter against them.
Children, obey your parents in all things: for this is well
pleasing unto the Lord.

Fathers, provoke not your children to anger, lest they be
discouraged.

Servants, obey in all things your masters according to the
flesh; not with eyeservice, as menpleasers; but in single-
ness of heart, fearing God:

And whatsoever ye do, do it heartily, as to the Lord, and not
unto men;

Knowing that of the Lord ye shall receive the reward of the
inheritance: for ye serve the Lord Christ.

But he that doeth wrong shall receive for the wrong which
he hath done: and there is no respect of persons.

Chapter Four

1

Masters, give unto your servants that which is just and
equal; knowing that ye also have a Master in heaven.

Continue in prayer, and watch in the same with thanksgiv-
ing;

Withal praying also for us, that God would open unto us a
door of utterance, to speak the mystery of Christ, for which
I am also in bonds:

That I may make it manifest, as I ought to speak.

Walk in wisdom toward them that are without, redeeming
the time.

Let your speech be alway with grace, seasoned with salt,
that ye may know how ye ought to answer every man.

All my state shall Tychicus declare unto you, who is a
beloved brother, and a faithful minister and fellowservant in
the Lord:

Whom I have sent unto you for the same purpose, that he
might know your estate, and comfort your hearts;

With Onesimus, a faithful and beloved brother, who is one
of you. They shall make known unto you all things which
are done here.

Aristarchus my fellowprisoner saluteth you, and Marcus,
sister’s son to Barnabas, (touching whom ye received com-
mandments: if he come unto you, receive him;)

And Jesus, which is called Justus, who are of the circumci-
sion. These only are my fellowworkers unto the kingdom of
God, which have been a comfort unto me.

Epaphras, who is one of you, a servant of Christ, saluteth
you, always labouring fervently for you in prayers, that ye
may stand perfect and complete in all the will of God.

For I bear him record, that he hath a great zeal for you, and
them that are in Laodicea, and them in Hierapolis.

Luke, the beloved physician, and Demas, greet you.

Salute the brethren which are in Laodicea, and Nymphas,
and the church which is in his house.

And when this epistle is read among you, cause that it be
read also in the church of the Laodiceans; and that ye like-
wise read the epistle from Laodicea.

And say to Archippus, Take heed to the ministry which thou
hast received in the Lord, that thou fulfil it.

The salutation by the hand of me Paul. Remember my
bonds. Grace be with you. Amen.




Paul’s Epistle to the Colossians
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Chapter One

A,

2

Paul, an apostle of Jesus Christ by the will of
God, and Timotheus our brother,

To the saints and faithful brethren in Christ
which are at Colosse:Grace be unto you, and
peace, from God our Father and the Lord Jesus
Christ.

We give thanks to God and the Father of our
Lord Jesus Christ, praying always for you,
Since we heard of your faith in Christ Jesus,
and of the love which ye have to all the saints,
For the hope which is laid up for you in
heaven, whereof ye heard before in the word
of the truth of the gospel;

Which is come unto you, as it is in all the
world; and bringeth forth fruit, as it doth also
in you, since the day ye heard of it, and knew
the grace of God in truth:

As ye also learned of Epaphras our dear fel-
lowservant, who is for you a faithful minister
of Christ;

Who also declared unto us your love in the
Spirit.

For this cause we also, since the day we heard
it, do not cease to pray for you, and to desire
that ye might be filled with the knowledge of his
will in all wisdom and spiritual understanding;
That ye might walk worthy of the Lord unto
all pleasing, being fruitful in every good work,
and increasing in the knowledge of God;
Strengthened with all might, according to his
glorious power, unto all patience and longsuf-
fering with joyfulness;

Giving thanks unto the Father, which hath
made us meet to be partakers of the inheri-
tance of the saints in light:

Who hath delivered us from the power of dark-
ness, and hath translated us into the kingdom
of his dear Son:

In whom we have redemption through his
blood, even the forgiveness of sins:

Who is the image of the invisible God, the
firstborn of every creature:

For by him were all things created, that are
in heaven, and that are in earth, visible and
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invisible, whether they be thrones, or domin-
ions, or principalities, or powers: all things
were created by him, and for him:

And he is before all things, and by him all
things consist.

And he is the head of the body, the church:
who is the beginning, the firstborn from the
dead; that in all things he might have the pre-
eminence.

For it pleased the Father that in him should all
fulness dwell;

And, having made peace through the blood of
his cross, by him to reconcile all things unto
himself; by him, I say, whether they be things
in earth, or things in heaven.

And you, that were sometime alienated and
enemies in your mind by wicked works, yet
now hath he reconciled

In the body of his flesh through death, to
present you holy and unblameable and unre-
proveable in his sight:

If ye continue in the faith grounded and
settled, and be not moved away from the hope
of the gospel, which ye have heard, and which
was preached to every creature which is under
heaven; whereof I Paul am made a minister;

Who now rejoice in my sufferings for you, and
fill up that which is behind of the afflictions of
Christ in my flesh for his body’s sake, which is
the church:

Whereof I am made a minister, according to
the dispensation of God which is given to me
for you, to fulfil the word of God;

Even the mystery which hath been hid from
ages and from generations, but now is made
manifest to his saints:

To whom God would make known what is the
riches of the glory of this mystery among the
Gentiles; which is Christ in you, the hope of
glory:

Whom we preach, warning every man, and
teaching every man in all wisdom; that we
may present every man perfect in Christ
Jesus:

Whereunto I also labour, striving according to
his working, which worketh in me mightily.



The Greeting

Colossians begins by identifyintghe
writer, his authority for writing,
and his audience:

Colossians 14

1

Paul an apostle of Jesus Christ

by the will of God,

and Timotheusour brother,

Tothe saints and faithful brethren in Christ
which are at Colosse:

Gracebe unto you, and peace,
from God our Father
andthe Lord Jesus Christ.




Giving of Thanks

Colossians 1:8
3 Wegive thanks to God and the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ,
_ praying always for you,
Paul and Timothy gave 4 Sincewe heard of yourfaith in Christ Jesus,
thanks to God aft;er . . .. andof the love which ye haveo all the saints,
hearingEpaphra$ ~ O A B © Rorthe hope which is laid up for you in heaven,

I £/ OEA #1111 OPE Av!/hg)réN)of yéEt'?éEréDbEefBrein the word of the truth of the gospel;

love, and hope. 6 Whichis come unto you, a# isin all the world;

and bringeth forth fruit, as it doth also in you,
sincethe day ye heardf it, and knew the grace of God in truth:

7 Asye also learned oEpaphras our deafellowservant,
who is for you a faithful minister of Christ;
8 Whoalso declared unto us your love in the Spirit.




A Prayer for the Church

Colossians 1:94
9 Forthis cause we also, since the day we heaitd
do not cease to pray for you,
andto desire that ye might be filled with the knowledge of his will
"'T A0 COAAOA O inRll wisdofn @nd &qiritual understanding;
hear that his children 10 Thatye might walk worthy of the Lord unto all pleasing,
walk in truth (3 John 1:4). being fruitful in every good work,
This should our foremost andincreasing in the knowledge of God,
desire and prayer for 11 Strengthenedwith all might, according to his glorious power,
each another. unto all patience and longsuffering with joyfulness;
12 Givingthanks unto the Father, which hath made us me#it]
to be partakers of the inheritance of the saints in light:
13 ' Who hath delivered us from the power of darkness,
and hath translatedusinto the kingdom of his dear Son:
14 In whom we have redemption through his blood,
eventhe forgiveness of sins:




A Prayer for the Church

Colossians 194

This verse segues into an
examination of the deity
of the Son of God.

14 In whom we have redemption through his blood,
eventhe forgiveness of sins:




Paul’s Epistle to the Colossians
Chapter One

The Preeminence of Christ 1523

1517
1820
2123

The firstborn of every creature
The firstborn from the dead
Christ the Reconciler

Chapter One

i

2

Paul, an apostle of Jesus Christ by the will of
God, and Timotheus our brother,

To the saints and faithful brethren in Christ
which are at Colosse:Grace be unto you, and
peace, from God our Father and the Lord Jesus
Christ.

We give thanks to God and the Father of our
Lord Jesus Christ, praying always for you,
Since we heard of your faith in Christ Jesus,
and of the love which ye have to all the saints,
For the hope which is laid up for you in
heaven, whereof ye heard before in the word
of the truth of the gospel;

Which is come unto you, as it is in all the
world; and bringeth forth fruit, as it doth also
in you, since the day ye heard of it, and knew
the grace of God in truth:

As ye also learned of Epaphras our dear fel-
lowservant, who is for you a faithful minister
of Christ;

Who also declared unto us your love in the
Spirit.

For this cause we also, since the day we heard
it, do not cease to pray for you, and to desire
that ye might be filled with the knowledge of his
will in all wisdom and spiritual understanding;
That ye might walk worthy of the Lord unto

all pleasing, being fruitful in every good work,
and increasing in the knowledge of God;
Strengthened with all might, according to his
glorious power, unto all patience and longsuf-
fering with joyfulness;

Giving thanks unto the Father, which hath
made us meet to be partakers of the inheri-
tance of the saints in light:

Who hath delivered us from the power of dark-
ness, and hath translated us into the kingdom
of his dear Son:

In whom we have redemption through his
blood, even the forgiveness of sins:

Who is the image of the invisible God, the
firstborn of every creature:

For by him were all things created, that are
in heaven, and that are in earth, visible and

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

invisible, whether they be thrones, or domin-
ions, or principalities, or powers: all things
were created by him, and for him:

And he is before all things, and by him all
things consist.

And he is the head of the body, the church:
who is the beginning, the firstborn from the
dead; that in all things he might have the pre-
eminence.

For it pleased the Father that in him should all
fulness dwell;

And, having made peace through the blood of
his cross, by him to reconcile all things unto
himself; by him, I say, whether they be things
in earth, or things in heaven.

And you, that were sometime alienated and
enemies in your mind by wicked works, yet
now hath he reconciled

In the body of his flesh through death, to
present you holy and unblameable and unre-
proveable in his sight:

If ye continue in the faith grounded and
settled, and be not moved away from the hope
of the gospel, which ye have heard, and which
was preached to every creature which is under
heaven; whereof I Paul am made a minister;

Who now rejoice in my sufferings for you, and
fill up that which is behind of the afflictions of
Christ in my flesh for his body’s sake, which is
the church:

Whereof I am made a minister, according to
the dispensation of God which is given to me
for you, to fulfil the word of God;

Even the mystery which hath been hid from
ages and from generations, but now is made
manifest to his saints:

To whom God would make known what is the
riches of the glory of this mystery among the
Gentiles; which is Christ in you, the hope of
glory:

Whom we preach, warning every man, and
teaching every man in all wisdom; that we
may present every man perfect in Christ
Jesus:

Whereunto I also labour, striving according to
his working, which worketh in me mightily.



TheFirstborn of Every Creature

Colossians 1:16/
15 Who s the image of the invisible God,
the firstborn of every creature

Jesusis the personlflcatlon ofGod,

orAO (AAOAxO zdY OMUOR FEHERWARbERYsated
image of hisDPAOOT 1+ AEAOJAA OA 84§ argin heaven, and that are in earth,

A ible and invisibl
HeEO OOEA EEOOOAI O |/EV'S,,§é eﬁ?@fﬁﬁ@&@@&%gns

Z the reason and thought behind all

. or prlnC|paI|t|es, or powers:
creation.

all things were createdoy him,
andfor him:

17 And he is before all things,
and by him all things consist




TheFirstborn of Every Creature

THE AMPLIFIED BIBLE

(Heis the exact living image
[the essential manifestation]
of the unseen God

[the visible representation of the
invisible],

the firstborn

[the preeminent one,the sovereign,
and the originator]

of all creation.

Colossians 1:16/
15 Who s the image of the invisible God,
the firstborn of every creature

16 For by him were all things created,
that are in heaven, and that are in earth,
visible and invisible,
whether they bethrones, or dominions,
or principalities, or powers:
all things were createdby him,
andfor him:
17 And he is before all things,
and by him all things consist




TheFirstborn from the Dead

Christ is first in every way, his position
as head over all things forever sealed
the moment he rose from the dead to

die no more.

Colossians 1:133
18 And he isthe head of the bodythe church:

who isthe beginning,

the firstborn from the dead,;

that in allthingshe might have the preeminence
19 For it pleasedthe Father

that in himshould all fulnessdwell;

20 And, having madepeace
through the blood of his cross,
by him to reconcile all things unto himself;
by him, | say whether they bethings in earth,
or things in heaven




Christ the Reconciler

000 AO *AAI ABO |
heaven to earth, Christ placed his
outstretched hands upon the heavenly
world of his Father and the sinful

world of man and reconciled all things
in earth and heaven unto himself.

Colossians 1:133
18 And he is the head of the bodythe church:
. . Who is the heginning, ..
A A e islodr i Hebac:
that in allthingshe might have the preeminence
19 For it pleasedthe Father
that in himshould all fulnessdwell;
20 And, having madepeace
through the blood of his cross,
by him to reconcile all things unto himself;
by him, | say whether they bethings in earth,
or things in heaven




Christ the Reconciler
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Colossians 1:243

21 And you,that were sometime alienated
and enemies inyour mind by wicked works,
yet now hath he reconciled

A B thébbdy ofihik fieghahrough death,
to present you holy andunblameable
and unreproveablein his sight:

23 |If ye continue in the faith

grounded and settled,

and be not moved away

from the hope of the gospel,

which ye have heard,

andwhich was preached to every creature
which is underheaven;

whereof | Paul am made a minister




Christ the Reconciler

What we were;:
Alienated, Enemies Wicked.

What he made us to be:

Holy, Unblameable Unreproveable

Colossians 1:243
21 And you, that were sometimealienated
and enemiesin your mind bywicked works,
yet now hath he reconciled
22 |n the body of his flesh through death,
to present youholy and unblameable
and unreproveablein his sight:
23 |If ye continue in the faith
grounded and settled,
and be not moved away
from the hope of the gospel,
which ye have heard,
andwhich was preached to every creature
which is underheaven;
whereof | Paul am made a minister




Christ the Reconciler _
Colossians 1:243

21 And you, that were sometime alienated
and enemies inyour mind by wicked works,
yet now hath he reconciled

Even the most devout Christian will 22 In the body of his flesh through death,
occasionally stumble, but no true to present you holy andunblameable

Christian will ever entirely abandon and unreproveablein his sight:
the faith. If ye continue in the faith

grounded and settled,

and be not moved away

from the hope of the gospel,

which ye have heard,

andwhich was preached to every creature
which is underneaven,;

whereof | Paul am made a minister




Christ the Reconciler

This phrase is our segue into the last
section of Chapter 1:

Colossians 1:243
21 And you, that were sometime alienated
and enemies inyour mind by wicked works,
yet now hath he reconciled
22 |n the body of his flesh through death,
to present you holy andunblameable
and unreproveablein his sight:
23 |If ye continue in the faith
grounded and settled,
and be not moved away
from the hope of the gospel,
which ye have heard,
andwhich was preached to every creature
which is underheaven;
whereof | Paul am made a minister




Paul’s Epistle to the Colossians
Chapter One

The Work Given to Paul 24-29

24-26
2729

His ministry
His message

Chapter One

1

Paul, an apostle of Jesus Christ by the will of
God, and Timotheus our brother,

To the saints and faithful brethren in Christ
which are at Colosse:Grace be unto you, and
peace, from God our Father and the Lord Jesus
Christ.

We give thanks to God and the Father of our
Lord Jesus Christ, praying always for you,
Since we heard of your faith in Christ Jesus,
and of the love which ye have to all the saints,
For the hope which is laid up for you in
heaven, whereof ye heard before in the word
of the truth of the gospel;

Which is come unto you, as it is in all the
world; and bringeth forth fruit, as it doth also
in you, since the day ye heard of it, and knew
the grace of God in truth:

As ye also learned of Epaphras our dear fel-
lowservant, who is for you a faithful minister
of Christ;

Who also declared unto us your love in the
Spirit.

For this cause we also, since the day we heard
it, do not cease to pray for you, and to desire
that ye might be filled with the knowledge of his
will in all wisdom and spiritual understanding;
That ye might walk worthy of the Lord unto

all pleasing, being fruitful in every good work,
and increasing in the knowledge of God;
Strengthened with all might, according to his
glorious power, unto all patience and longsuf-
fering with joyfulness;

Giving thanks unto the Father, which hath
made us meet to be partakers of the inheri-
tance of the saints in light:

Who hath delivered us from the power of dark-
ness, and hath translated us into the kingdom
of his dear Son:

In whom we have redemption through his
blood, even the forgiveness of sins:

Who is the image of the invisible God, the
firstborn of every creature:

For by him were all things created, that are
in heaven, and that are in earth, visible and

21

23

24

25

27

28

invisible, whether they be thrones, or domin-
ions, or principalities, or powers: all things
were created by him, and for him:

And he is before all things, and by him all
things consist.

And he is the head of the body, the church:
who is the beginning, the firstborn from the
dead; that in all things he might have the pre-
eminence.

For it pleased the Father that in him should all
fulness dwell;

And, having made peace through the blood of
his cross, by him to reconcile all things unto
himself; by him, I say, whether they be things
in earth, or things in heaven.

And you, that were sometime alienated and
enemies in your mind by wicked works, yet
now hath he reconciled

In the body of his flesh through death, to
present you holy and unblameable and unre-
proveable in his sight:

If ye continue in the faith grounded and
settled, and be not moved away from the hope
of the gospel, which ye have heard, and which
was preached to every creature which is under
heaven; whereof I Paul am made a minister;

Who now rejoice in my sufferings for you, and
fill up that which is behind of the afflictions of
Christ in my flesh for his body’s sake, which is
the church:

Whereof I am made a minister, according to
the dispensation of God which is given to me
for you, to fulfil the word of God;

Even the mystery which hath been hid from
ages and from generations, but now is made
manifest to his saints:

To whom God would make known what is the
riches of the glory of this mystery among the
Gentiles; which is Christ in you, the hope of
glory:

Whom we preach, warning every man, and
teaching every man in all wisdom; that we
may present every man perfect in Christ
Jesus:

Whereunto I also labour, striving according to
his working, which worketh in me mightily.



Paul paid a heavy price for his service
to the church, but he was glad for
the privilege.

Colossiansl:2426

24 \Who now rejoice in my sufferings fogou,
andfill up that which isbehind ofthe afflictions
of Christin my fleshfor his body's sake,
which is the church:

25 Whereof | am made a minister
accordingto the dispensation of Godvhichis

given to me for you,to fulfil the word of God,
26 Eventhe mystery which hath been hidrom

ages and fromgenerations,

but now is made manifest to his saints




The cup of suffering was not entirely
filled by Christ, and it ishe duty of

the church to fillwhat remains.

AMPLIFIEDBIBLE:

Andwith my own body
| supplement whatever is lacking

1T T 0600 PAOOY
on behalf of His body,
which is the church

| £ #

Colossiansl:2426

24 Who now rejoice in my sufferings fogou,
andfill up that which isbehind ofthe afflictions
of Christin my fleshfor his body's sake,
which is the church:

25 Whereof | am made a minister
accordingto the dispensation of Godvhichis
given to me for you,to fulfil the word of God,

26 Eventhe mystery which hath been hidrom
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but now is made manifest to his saints




Colossiansl:2426
24 Who now rejoice in my sufferings fogou,
. andfill up that which isbehind ofthe afflictions
He repeats \N/vhat h? §a|d nverse 23 . - of Christin my fleshfor his body's sake,
O) O0AOI Al I8AAA AN ET EOQAQ L
but now he emphasizesis unique 25 Whereof | am made a minister,
ministry to the Gentiles,and the according to the dispensation of God which is

special message he was given to given to me for you, to fulfil the word of God,;
declare. 26 Eventhe mystery which hath been hid from
ages and from generations,
but now is made manifest to his saints:




In Ephesians 3:6, Paotade known
the mystery that God made Jews
' A fellovihkird, @nd 6f the
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same body, and partakers of his
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Colossiansl:2426

24 Who now rejoice in my sufferings fogou,
andfill up that which isbehind ofthe afflictions
of Christin my fleshfor his body's sake,
which is the church:

25 Whereof | am made a minister,
according to. the d| ensatlon of God which is
gf\)/é%%b J) il the word of God;

26 Eventhe mystery WhICh hath been hid from
ages and from generations,
but now is made manifest to his saints:




Colossiansl:27229

27 To whom God would makdnown what is
the riches of the glory of this mystery
amongthe Gentiles;
whichis Christ in youthe hope of glory:
Whom we preach,
warning every man,

He now makes knowrthe richesof
the glory of this mystery.

andteaching every man in all wisdom;
that we may present every man perfect
in Christ Jesus:

Whereunto | alsolabour,

striving according to his working,

which worketh in me mightily.




Colossiansl: 229

27 To whom God would makénown what is
the riches of the glory of this mystery
amongthe Gentiles;
whichis Christ in youthe hope of glory:
Whom we preach,
warning every man,
andteaching every man in all wisdom;
that we may present every man perfect
in Christ Jesus:
Whereunto | alsolabour,
striving according to his working,
which worketh in me mightily.

That God would allow the perfect
Spirit of Christ to tabernacle within a
redeemed sinneibefore he is
perfectedis our Hope of Glory, our

certainty of heaven.




Chapter 1 closes with a reminder that
leading someone to Christ is just the
first part of the ministry of
reconciliation.

Colossiansl: 229
27 To whom God would makénown what is
the riches of the glory of this mystery
amongthe Gentiles;
whichis Christ in youthe hope of glory:
28 \WWhom we preach,
warning every man,

andteaching every man in all wisdom;
that we may present every man perfect
in Christ Jesus:

29 Whereunto | alsolabour,
striving according to his working,
which worketh in me mightily.




When Christians think of the
warnings we need to hear,

we usually think of the temptations
of sinful living.ButEi OEE O
warnings are of a different nature.
Now he confronts a heresy that
threatened to shackle the church in
legalism by denying the complete
work of Christ.

Colossiansl: 229

27 To whom God would makénown what is
the riches of the glory of this mystery
amongthe Gentiles;
whichis Christ in youthe hope of glory:

28 \Whom we preach, .
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andteaching every man in all wisdom;
that we may present every man perfect
in Christ Jesus:

29 Whereunto | alsolabour,
striving according to his working,
which worketh in me mightily.
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Chapter Three

1

If ye then be risen with Christ, seek those things which are
above, where Christ sitteth on the right hand of God.

Set your affection on things above, not on things on the
earth.

For ye are dead, and your life is hid with Christ in God.
When Christ, who is our life, shall appear, then shall ye also
appear with him in glory.

Mortify therefore your members which are upon the earth;
fornication, uncleanness, inordinate affection, evil concupis-
cence, and covetousness, which is idolatry:

For which things’ sake the wrath of God cometh on the
children of disobedience:

In the which ye also walked some time, when ye lived in
them.

But now ye also put off all these; anger, wrath, malice,
blasphemy, filthy communication out of your mouth.

Lie not one to another, seeing that ye have put off the old
man with his deeds;

And have put on the new man, which is renewed in knowl-
edge after the image of him that created him:

Where there is neither Greek nor Jew, circumcision nor un-
circumcision, Barbarian, Scythian, bond nor free: but Christ
is all, and in all.

Put on therefore, as the elect of God, holy and beloved,
bowels of mercies, kindness, humbleness of mind, meek-
ness, longsuffering;

Forbearing one another, and forgiving one another, if any
man have a quarrel against any: even as Christ forgave
you, so also do ye.

And above all these things put on charity, which is the bond
of perfectness.

And let the peace of God rule in your hearts, to the which
also ye are called in one body; and be ye thankful.

Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom;
teaching and admonishing one another in psalms and
hymns and spiritual songs, singing with grace in your hearts
to the Lord.

And whatsoever ye do in word or deed, do all in the name of
the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God and the Father by him.

Wives, submit yourselves unto your own husbands, as it is
fit in the Lord.

Husbands, love your wives, and be not bitter against them.
Children, obey your parents in all things: for this is well
pleasing unto the Lord.

Fathers, provoke not your children to anger, lest they be
discouraged.

Servants, obey in all things your masters according to the
flesh; not with eyeservice, as menpleasers; but in single-
ness of heart, fearing God:

And whatsoever ye do, do it heartily, as to the Lord, and not
unto men;

Knowing that of the Lord ye shall receive the reward of the
inheritance: for ye serve the Lord Christ.

But he that doeth wrong shall receive for the wrong which
he hath done: and there is no respect of persons.

Chapter Four

1

Masters, give unto your servants that which is just and
equal; knowing that ye also have a Master in heaven.

Continue in prayer, and watch in the same with thanksgiv-
ing;

Withal praying also for us, that God would open unto us a
door of utterance, to speak the mystery of Christ, for which
I am also in bonds:

That I may make it manifest, as I ought to speak.

Walk in wisdom toward them that are without, redeeming
the time.

Let your speech be alway with grace, seasoned with salt,
that ye may know how ye ought to answer every man.

All my state shall Tychicus declare unto you, who is a
beloved brother, and a faithful minister and fellowservant in
the Lord:

Whom I have sent unto you for the same purpose, that he
might know your estate, and comfort your hearts;

With Onesimus, a faithful and beloved brother, who is one
of you. They shall make known unto you all things which
are done here.

Aristarchus my fellowprisoner saluteth you, and Marcus,
sister’s son to Barnabas, (touching whom ye received com-
mandments: if he come unto you, receive him;)

And Jesus, which is called Justus, who are of the circumci-
sion. These only are my fellowworkers unto the kingdom of
God, which have been a comfort unto me.

Epaphras, who is one of you, a servant of Christ, saluteth
you, always labouring fervently for you in prayers, that ye
may stand perfect and complete in all the will of God.

For I bear him record, that he hath a great zeal for you, and
them that are in Laodicea, and them in Hierapolis.

Luke, the beloved physician, and Demas, greet you.

Salute the brethren which are in Laodicea, and Nymphas,
and the church which is in his house.

And when this epistle is read among you, cause that it be
read also in the church of the Laodiceans; and that ye like-
wise read the epistle from Laodicea.

And say to Archippus, Take heed to the ministry which thou
hast received in the Lord, that thou fulfil it.

The salutation by the hand of me Paul. Remember my
bonds. Grace be with you. Amen.
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