
A Sunday Drive
through

COLOSSIANS



Of 0ÁÕÌȭÓ ÓÅÖÅÎ ÃÈÕÒÃÈ ÅÐÉÓÔÌÅÓȟ his letter to the Colossians is the only one 
written to a church that he did not establish. 

There is no record of Paul ever visiting this city, 
and this is the only place in the Bible where it is named.

About the Book



The purpose of this letter, in large part, was to confront a false doctrine 
that was threatening the unity of the church, an error that have since been 
called The Colossian Heresy.

This heresy was a blend of pagan and Jewish dogmas, suggesting that the 
×ÏÒË ÏÆ #ÈÒÉÓÔ ×ÁÓ ÎÏÔ ÓÕÆÆÉÃÉÅÎÔ ÔÏ ÅÎÓÕÒÅ ÍÁÎȭÓ ÓÁÌÖÁÔÉÏÎȟ ÂÕÔ ÔÈÁÔ ÔÒÕÅ 
holiness was found through:

1. Ȱ0ÈÉÌÏÓÏÐÈÙ ÁÎÄ ÖÁÉÎ ÄÅÃÅÉÔ ÏÆ ÍÁÎȱ (Col 2:8) 
namely, Gnosticism, from gnosisto know. The belief that secret 
esoteric* knowledge was the source of salvation. * understood by only a few

2. ȰÔÈÅ ÔÒÁÄÉÔÉÏÎÓ ÏÆ ÍÅÎȱ (2:8); Judaistic ceremonialism
3. ȰÔÈÅ ×ÏÒÓÈÉÐÐÉÎÇ ÏÆ ÁÎÇÅÌÓȱ (2:18)
4. ȰÔÈÅ ÎÅÇÌÅÃÔÉÎÇ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÂÏÄÙȱ (2:23); asceticism; 

the harsh treatment of the body to control its lusts.

About the Book



0ÁÕÌȭÓ 2%"544!, ÏÆ ÔÈÉÓ ÈÅÒÅÓÙȟ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ 4(%-% ÏÆ ÔÈÉÓ ÅÐÉÓÔÌÅȟ 
is summed up in Colossians 2:9-10:

9 For in him [Jesus Christ] 
dwelleth all the fulnessof the Godhead bodily.

10 And ye are complete in him, 
which is the head of all principality and power:

About the Book



Colossaewas located about 
10 miles east of Laodicea, 
and 13 miles southeast of 
Hierapolis. [These cities are 
named in Colossians 4:13]. 
The waters from the hot 
springs of Hierapolis joined 
the cold waters of Colosse 
to produce the lukewarm 
waters of Laodicea. 

"ÅÌÉÅÖÅÒÓȭ "ÉÂÌÅ #ÏÍÍÅÎÔÁÒÙ



Revelation 3:14-16
14 And unto the angel of the 

church of the Laodiceans
×ÒÉÔÅȣ 

15 I know thy works, 
that thou art neither cold 
nor hot: I would thou 
wert cold or hot.

16 So then because thou art 
lukewarm, 
and neither cold nor hot, 
I will spuethee out of my 
mouth. 

What was true of Laodicea 
geographicallyalso became 
true spiritually.



In comparison to the great cities of Rome, Corinth, Ephesus, and Philippi, 
Colossae was a small and largely insignificant town.



The epistle itself is far from insignificant, standing with John 1 and Hebrews 1 
as an unimpeachable treatise on the deity of our Lord Jesus Christ.



Colossians is one ÏÆ 0ÁÕÌȭÓ 
prison epistles, written around 
AD 60. 



This epistle has 95 verses divided into 4 chapters



Chapter One



Opening Remarks 1-14

The Greeting 1-2
Giving of Thanks 3-8
Prayer for the Church 9-14



Colossians 1:1-2
1 Paul, an apostle of Jesus Christ 

by the will of God, 
and Timotheus our brother,

2 To the saints and faithful brethren in Christ 
which are at Colosse: 
Grace be unto you, and peace, 
from God our Father 
and the Lord Jesus Christ.

Colossians begins by identifying the 
writer, his authority for writing, 
and his audience: 

The Greeting



Colossians 1:3-8
3 We give thanks to God and the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 

praying always for you,
4 Since we heard of your faith in Christ Jesus, 

and of the love which ye have to all the saints,
5 For the hope which is laid up for you in heaven, 

whereof ye heard before in the word of the truth of the gospel;
6 Which is come unto you, as it is in all the world; 

and bringeth forth fruit, as it doth also in you, 
since the day ye heard of it, and knew the grace of God in truth:

7 As ye also learned of Epaphras our dear fellowservant, 
who is for you a faithful minister of Christ;

8 Who also declared unto us your love in the Spirit.

Paul and Timothy gave 
thanks to God after 
hearing Epaphrasȭ ÒÅÐÏÒÔ 
ÏÆ ÔÈÅ #ÏÌÏÓÓÉÁÎÓȭ ÆÁÉÔÈȟ 
love, and hope.

Giving of Thanks



Colossians 1:9-14
9 For this cause we also, since the day we heard it , 

do not cease to pray for you, 
and to desire that ye might be filled with the knowledge of his will 
in all wisdom and spiritual understanding;

10 That ye might walk worthy of the Lord unto all pleasing, 
being fruitful in every good work, 
and increasing in the knowledge of God;

11 Strengthened with all might, according to his glorious power, 
unto all patience and longsuffering with joyfulness;

12 Giving thanks unto the Father, which hath made us meet [fit]
to be partakers of the inheritance of the saints in light:

13 Who hath delivered us from the power of darkness, 
and hath translated us into the kingdom of his dear Son:

14 In whom we have redemption through his blood, 
even the forgiveness of sins:

'ÏÄȭÓ ÇÒÅÁÔÅÓÔ ÊÏÙ ÉÓ ÔÏ 
hear that his children 
walk in truth (3 John 1:4). 
This should our foremost 
desire and prayer for 
each another.

A Prayer for the Church



Colossians 1:9-14
9 For this cause we also, since the day we heard it , 

do not cease to pray for you, 
and to desire that ye might be filled with the knowledge of his will 
in all wisdom and spiritual understanding;

10 That ye might walk worthy of the Lord unto all pleasing, 
being fruitful in every good work, 
and increasing in the knowledge of God;

11 Strengthened with all might, according to his glorious power, 
unto all patience and longsuffering with joyfulness;

12 Giving thanks unto the Father, which hath made us meet [fit]
to be partakers of the inheritance of the saints in light:

13 Who hath delivered us from the power of darkness, 
and hath translated us into the kingdom of his dear Son:

14 In whom we have redemption through his blood, 
even the forgiveness of sins:

This verse segues into an 
examination of the deity 
of the Son of God.

A Prayer for the Church



The Preeminence of Christ 15-23

The firstborn of every creature 15-17
The firstborn from the dead 18-20
Christ the Reconciler 21-23



Colossians 1:15-17
15 Who is the image of the invisible God, 

the firstborn of every creature:

16 For by him were all things created, 
that are in heaven, and that are in earth, 
visible and invisible, 
whether they be thrones, or dominions, 
or principalities, or powers: 
all things were created by him, 
and for him:

17 And he is before all things, 
and by him all things consist.

Jesus is the personification of God, 
or ÁÓ (ÅÂÒÅ×Ó ΣȡΥ ÓÁÙÓȟ ȰÔÈÅ ÅØÐÒÅÓÓ 
image of his ÐÅÒÓÏÎ ɍÃÈÁÒÁÃÔÅÒɎȢȱ

He ÉÓ ȰÔÈÅ ÆÉÒÓÔÂÏÒÎ ÏÆ ÅÖÅÒÙ ÃÒÅÁÔÕÒÅȱ 
ɀthe reason and thought behind all 
creation.

TheFirstborn of Every Creature



THE AMPLIFIED BIBLE

ȰHe is the exact living image 
[the essential manifestation] 
of the unseen God 
[the visible representation of the 
invisible], 
the firstborn 
[the preeminent one, the sovereign, 
and the originator] 
of all creation.

Colossians 1:15-17
15 Who is the image of the invisible God, 

the firstborn of every creature:

16 For by him were all things created, 
that are in heaven, and that are in earth, 
visible and invisible, 
whether they be thrones, or dominions, 
or principalities, or powers: 
all things were created by him, 
and for him:

17 And he is before all things, 
and by him all things consist.

TheFirstborn of Every Creature



Colossians 1:18-23
18 And he is the head of the body, the church: 

who is the beginning, 
the firstborn from the dead; 
that in all things he might have the preeminence.

19 For it pleased the Father 
that in him should all fulnessdwell;

20 And, having made peace 
through the blood of his cross, 
by him to reconcile all things unto himself; 
by him, I say, whether they be things in earth, 
or things in heaven.

Christ is first in every way, his position 
as head over all things forever sealed 
the moment he rose from the dead to 
die no more. 

TheFirstborn from the Dead



Colossians 1:18-23
18 And he is the head of the body, the church: 

who is the beginning, 
the firstborn from the dead; 
that in all things he might have the preeminence.

19 For it pleased the Father 
that in him should all fulnessdwell;

20 And, having made peace 
through the blood of his cross, 
by him to reconcile all things unto himself; 
by him, I say, whether they be things in earth, 
or things in heaven.

*ÕÓÔ ÁÓ *ÁÃÏÂȭÓ ÌÁÄÄÅÒ ÃÏÎÎÅÃÔÅÄ 
heaven to earth, Christ placed his 
outstretched hands upon the heavenly 
world of his Father and the sinful 
world of man and reconciled all things 
in earth and heaven unto himself. 

Christ the Reconciler



Colossians 1:21-23
21 And you, that were sometime alienated 

and enemies in your mind by wicked works, 
yet now hath he reconciled

22 In the body of his flesh through death, 
to present you holy and unblameable
and unreproveablein his sight:

23 If ye continue in the faith 
grounded and settled, 
and be not moved away 
from the hope of the gospel, 
which ye have heard, 
and which was preached to every creature 
which is under heaven;
whereof I Paul am made a minister;

4ÈÉÓ ÉÎÃÌÕÄÅÓ 'ÏÄȭÓ ÃÈÏÓÅÎ ÏÎÅÓȢ

Christ the Reconciler



What we were:
Alienated, Enemies, Wicked.

What he made us to be:
Holy, Unblameable, Unreproveable.

Colossians 1:21-23
21 And you, that were sometime alienated

and enemiesin your mind by wicked works, 
yet now hath he reconciled

22 In the body of his flesh through death, 
to present you holy and unblameable
and unreproveablein his sight:

23 If ye continue in the faith 
grounded and settled, 
and be not moved away 
from the hope of the gospel, 
which ye have heard, 
and which was preached to every creature 
which is under heaven;
whereof I Paul am made a minister;

Christ the Reconciler



Even the most devout Christian will 
occasionally stumble, but no true 
Christian will ever entirely abandon 
the faith.

Colossians 1:21-23
21 And you, that were sometime alienated 

and enemies in your mind by wicked works, 
yet now hath he reconciled

22 In the body of his flesh through death, 
to present you holy and unblameable
and unreproveablein his sight:

23 If ye continue in the faith 
grounded and settled, 
and be not moved away 
from the hope of the gospel, 
which ye have heard, 
and which was preached to every creature 
which is under heaven;
whereof I Paul am made a minister;

Christ the Reconciler



This phrase is our segue into the last 
section of Chapter 1:

Colossians 1:21-23
21 And you, that were sometime alienated 

and enemies in your mind by wicked works, 
yet now hath he reconciled

22 In the body of his flesh through death, 
to present you holy and unblameable
and unreproveablein his sight:

23 If ye continue in the faith 
grounded and settled, 
and be not moved away 
from the hope of the gospel, 
which ye have heard, 
and which was preached to every creature 
which is under heaven;
whereof I Paul am made a minister;

Christ the Reconciler



The Work Given to Paul 24-29

His ministry 24-26
His message 27-29



Colossians 1:24-26 
24 Who now rejoice in my sufferings for you,

and fill up that which is behind of the afflictions 
of Christ in my flesh for his body's sake, 
which is the church:

25 Whereof I am made a minister, 
according to the dispensation of God which is 
given to me for you, to fulfil the word of God;

26 Even the mystery which hath been hid from 
ages and from generations,
but now is made manifest to his saints:

Paul paid a heavy price for his service 
to the church, but he was glad for 
the privilege.

0ÁÕÌȭÓ -ÉÎÉÓÔÒÙ



Colossians 1:24-26 
24 Who now rejoice in my sufferings for you,

and fill up that which is behind of the afflictions 
of Christ in my flesh for his body's sake, 
which is the church:

25 Whereof I am made a minister, 
according to the dispensation of God which is 
given to me for you, to fulfil the word of God;

26 Even the mystery which hath been hid from 
ages and from generations,
but now is made manifest to his saints:

The cup of suffering was not entirely 
filled by Christ, and it is the duty of 
the church to fill what remains.

AMPLIFIED BIBLE:

And with my own body 
I supplement whatever is lacking 
[ÏÎ ÏÕÒ ÐÁÒÔɎ ÏÆ #ÈÒÉÓÔȭÓ ÁÆÆÌÉÃÔÉÏÎÓȟ 
on behalf of His body, 
which is the church. 

0ÁÕÌȭÓ -ÉÎÉÓÔÒÙ



Colossians 1:24-26 
24 Who now rejoice in my sufferings for you,

and fill up that which is behind of the afflictions 
of Christ in my flesh for his body's sake, 
which is the church:

25 Whereof I am made a minister, 
according to the dispensation of God which is 
given to me for you, to fulfil the word of God;

26 Even the mystery which hath been hid from 
ages and from generations,
but now is made manifest to his saints:

He repeats what he said in verse 23: 
Ȱ) 0ÁÕÌ ÁÍ ÍÁÄÅ Á ÍÉÎÉÓÔÅÒȣȱ

but now he emphasizes his unique 
ministry to the Gentiles, and the 
special message he was given to 
declare.

0ÁÕÌȭÓ -ÉÎÉÓÔÒÙ



Colossians 1:24-26 
24 Who now rejoice in my sufferings for you,

and fill up that which is behind of the afflictions 
of Christ in my flesh for his body's sake, 
which is the church:

25 Whereof I am made a minister, 
according to the dispensation of God which is 
given to me for you, to fulfil the word of God;

26 Even the mystery which hath been hid from 
ages and from generations,
but now is made manifest to his saints:

In Ephesians 3:6, Paul made known 
the mystery that God made Jews 
ÁÎÄ 'ÅÎÔÉÌÅÓ Ȱfellowheirs, and of the 
same body, and partakers of his 
ÐÒÏÍÉÓÅ ÉÎ #ÈÒÉÓÔ ÂÙ ÔÈÅ ÇÏÓÐÅÌȢȱ

0ÁÕÌȭÓ -ÉÎÉÓÔÒÙ



Colossians 1:27-29 
27 To whom God would make known what is 

the riches of the glory of this mystery 
among the Gentiles; 
which is Christ in you, the hope of glory:

28 Whom we preach, 
warning every man, 
and teaching every man in all wisdom; 
that we may present every man perfect 
in Christ Jesus:

29 Whereunto I also labour, 
striving according to his working, 
which worketh in me mightily.

He now makes known the riches of 
the glory of this mystery. 

0ÁÕÌȭÓ -ÉÎÉÓÔÒÙ



Colossians 1:27-29 
27 To whom God would make known what is 

the riches of the glory of this mystery 
among the Gentiles; 
which is Christ in you, the hope of glory:

28 Whom we preach, 
warning every man, 
and teaching every man in all wisdom; 
that we may present every man perfect 
in Christ Jesus:

29 Whereunto I also labour, 
striving according to his working, 
which worketh in me mightily.

That God would allow the perfect 
Spirit of Christ to tabernacle within a 
redeemed sinner before he is 
perfected is our Hope of Glory, our 
certainty of heaven.

0ÁÕÌȭÓ -ÉÎÉÓÔÒÙ



Colossians 1:27-29 
27 To whom God would make known what is 

the riches of the glory of this mystery 
among the Gentiles; 
which is Christ in you, the hope of glory:

28 Whom we preach, 
warning every man, 
and teaching every man in all wisdom; 
that we may present every man perfect 
in Christ Jesus:

29 Whereunto I also labour, 
striving according to his working, 
which worketh in me mightily.

Chapter 1 closes with a reminder that 
leading someone to Christ is just the 
first part of the ministry of 
reconciliation.

0ÁÕÌȭÓ -ÉÎÉÓÔÒÙ



Colossians 1:27-29 
27 To whom God would make known what is 

the riches of the glory of this mystery 
among the Gentiles; 
which is Christ in you, the hope of glory:

28 Whom we preach, 
warning every man, 
and teaching every man in all wisdom; 
that we may present every man perfect 
in Christ Jesus:

29 Whereunto I also labour, 
striving according to his working, 
which worketh in me mightily.

When Christians think of the 
warnings we need to hear, 
we usually think of the temptations 
of sinful living. But ÉÎ ÔÈÉÓ ÌÅÔÔÅÒȟ 0ÁÕÌȭÓ 
warnings are of a different nature. 
Now he confronts a heresy that 
threatened to shackle the church in 
legalism by denying the complete 
work of Christ.

0ÁÕÌȭÓ -ÉÎÉÓÔÒÙ



Chapter Two



���ƒ�—�Ž�ï�•�����‘�•�…�‡�”�•���ˆ�‘�”���–�Š�‡�����Š�—�”�…�Š1-7

(ÉÓ ȰÇÒÅÁÔ ÃÏÎÆÌÉÃÔȱ1-3
His warning 4-5
His exhortation 6-7


