


This epistle was written during 
0ÁÕÌȭÓ ÆÉÒÓÔ ÉÍÐÒÉÓÏÎÍÅÎÔ ÉÎ 
Rome.



Paul made a brief visit to Ephesus at the end of his second 
mission, but in his third mission he stayed for a few years. 



For two years, he taught the word of the Lord 
ȰÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÓÃÈÏÏÌ ÏÆ ÏÎÅ TyrannusȢȱ ɉ!ÃÔÓ ΣΫȡΫɊ 



)Î %ÐÈÅÓÕÓȟ Ȱ'ÏÄ ×ÒÏÕÇÈÔ ÓÐÅÃÉÁÌ ÍÉÒÁÃÌÅÓ 
ÂÙ ÔÈÅ ÈÁÎÄÓ ÏÆ 0ÁÕÌȢȱ ɉ!ÃÔÓ ΣΫȡΣΣɊ 



The Ephesians renounced their evil practices and burned their books of 
ÍÁÇÉÃȟ ÁÎÄ ȰÍÉÇÈÔÉÌÙ ÇÒÅ× ÔÈÅ ×ÏÒÄ ÏÆ 'ÏÄ ÁÎÄ ÐÒÅÖÁÉÌÅÄȢȱ ɉ!ÃÔÓ ΣΫȡΤΡɊ



An idol-maker to the goddess Diana tried but failed to have 
Paul and his companions run out of town (Acts 19:23-41).



Paul had a special meeting with the elders of the Ephesian 
church before departing for Jerusalem (Acts 20:17-38).



The 155 verses of Ephesians are separated into 6 chapters with two main parts.

Ch4-6: The Responsibilities of the ChristianCh1-3: The Privileges of the Christian



"ÏÔÈ ÐÁÒÔÓ ÅÎÄ ×ÉÔÈ ÁÎ Ȱ!ÍÅÎȢȱ



The Privileges of the Christian

THE EPISTLE TO THE EPHESIANS

Chapter 1:

The Opening 1-2



Ephesians 1:1-2
1 Paul, 

an apostle of Jesus Christ 
by the will of God, 

to the saints which are at Ephesus, 
and to the faithful in Christ Jesus:

2 Grace be to you, and peace, 
from God our Father, 
and from the Lord Jesus Christ.

The epistle begins by identifying 
the writer, his authority for writing, 
and his audience: 

The Opening



Ephesians 1:1-2
1 Paul, 

an apostle of Jesus Christ 
by the will of God, 

to the saints which are at Ephesus, 
and to the faithful in Christ Jesus:

2 Grace be to you, and peace, 
from God our Father, 
and from the Lord Jesus Christ.

The saintsare the faithful in Christ:

&ÒÏÍ 342/.'ȭ3 !.!,94)#!, #/.#/2$!.#%ȡ 

Å Those who trust in God's promises; 

Å Those who are convinced that Jesus 
has been raised from the dead; 

Å Those who are convinced that 
Jesus is the Messiah and author of 
salvation.   

The Opening



The Privileges of the Christian

THE EPISTLE TO THE EPHESIANS

Our Spiritual Blessings 3-14

Chosen by the Father 3-6
Redeemed by the Son 7-12
Sealed by the Spirit 13-14

The Opening 1-2

Chapter 1:



Ephesians 1:3-6
3 Blessed be the God and Father 

of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
who hath blessed us with all spiritual blessings 
in heavenly places in Christ:

4 According as he hath chosen us in him 
before the foundation of the world, 
that we should be holy and without blame 
before him in love:

5 Having predestinated usunto the adoption of 
children by Jesus Christ to himself, 
according to the good pleasure of his will,

6 To the praise of the glory of his grace, wherein 
he hath made us accepted in the beloved.

God has blessed us, chosen us, 
predestinated us, and made us to be 
acceptable members of his family. 

Chosen by the Father



Ephesians 1:7-12
7 In whom we have redemption through his blood, 

the forgiveness of sins, according to the riches of his grace;
8 Wherein he hath abounded toward us in all wisdom and prudence;
9 Having made known unto us the mystery of his will, 

according to his good pleasure which he hath purposed in himself:

10 That in the dispensation of the fulnessof times 
he might gather together in one all things in Christ, 
both which are in heaven, and which are on earth; even in him:

11 In whom also we have obtained an inheritance, 
being predestinated according to the purpose of him who 
worketh all things after the counsel of his own will:

12 That we should be to the praise of his glory, 
who first trusted in Christ.

God made us acceptableby 
paying our debt to sin with 
the blood of his Son, 
making our forgiveness 
possible, and ensuring our 
eternity with him.

Redeemed by the Son



Ephesians 1:13-14
13 In whom ye also trusted, 

after that ye heard the word of truth, 
the gospel of your salvation: 
in whom also after that ye believed, 
ye were sealed with that holy Spirit of promise,

14 Which is the earnest of our inheritance 
until the redemption of the purchased 
possession, 
unto the praise of his glory.

Having redeemed us with his blood, 
God secured his purchase with a SEAL.

Sealed by the Spirit



Ephesians 1:13-14
13 In whom ye also trusted, 

after that ye heard the word of truth, 
the gospel of your salvation: 
in whom also after that ye believed, 
ye were sealed with that holy Spirit of promise,

14 Which is the earnest of our inheritance 
until the redemption of the purchased 
possession, 
unto the praise of his glory.

The gifts and fruit of the Holy Spirit are 
the first fruits of our inheritance, our 
ȰÆÏÒÅÔÁÓÔÅ ÏÆ ÇÌÏÒÙ ÄÉÖÉÎÅȢȱ

Sealed by the Spirit



Part 1: The Privileges of the Christian

THE EPISTLE TO THE EPHESIANS

Our Spiritual Blessings 3-14

Chosen by the Father 3-6
Redeemed by the Son 7-12
Sealed by the Spirit 13-14

The Opening 1-2

0ÁÕÌȭÓ 0ÒÁÙÅÒ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ #ÈÕÒÃÈ12-23

Chapter 1:



Ephesians 1:15-23
15 Wherefore I also, after I heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus, 

and love unto all the saints,
16 Cease not to give thanks for you, making mention of you in my prayers;
17 That the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give unto 

you the spirit of wisdom and revelation in the knowledge of him:
18 The eyes of your understanding being enlightened; 

that ye may know what is the hope of his calling, 
and what the riches of the glory of his inheritance in the saints,

19 And what is the exceeding greatness of his power to us-ward who believe, 
according to the working of his mighty power,

20 Which he wrought in Christ, when he raised him from the dead, 
and set him at his own right hand in the heavenly places,

21 Far above all principality, and power, and might, and dominion, 
and every name that is named, 
not only in this world, but also in that which is to come:

22 And hath put all things under his feet, 
and gave him to be the head over all things to the church,

23 Which is his body, the fulnessof him that filleth all in all.

Paul prayed that 
the church would 
be enlightened 
to three great 
truths:



ChapterTwo



The Privileges of the Christian

THE EPISTLE TO THE EPHESIANS

#ÈÁÐÔÅÒ Τ ÃÏÍÐÁÒÅÓ ÔÈÅ 'ÅÎÔÉÌÅÓȭ ÌÏÓÔ 
condition ȰÉÎ ÔÉÍÅ ÐÁÓÔȱ to their glorious 
standing in Christ after they believed. 

In time past 1-3

But now in Christ 4-10

In time past 11-12

But now in Christ 4-10

The glorious result 19-22



Paul reminds the Gentiles of their 
condition before they came to Christ:

The Gentiles in Time Past

Ephesians 2:1-3
1 And you hath he quickened, 

who were dead in trespasses and sins;
2 Wherein in time past 

ye walked according to the course of this world, 
according to the prince of the power of the air,
the spirit that now worketh in 
the children of disobedience: 

3 Among whom also 
we all had our conversation in times past 
in the lusts of our flesh, 
fulfilling the desires of the flesh and of the mind; 
and were by nature the children of wrath, 
even as others.



The Gentiles in Time Past

Given the context of this passage, 
the italicized words (which were added 
by the translators) can be ignored.

THE NEW INTERNATIONAL VERSION reads

As for you, you were dead in your 
transgressions and sins,

Ephesians 2:1-3
1 And you hath he quickened,

who were dead in trespasses and sins;
2 Wherein in time past 

ye walked according to the course of this world, 
according to the prince of the power of the air,
the spirit that now worketh in 
the children of disobedience: 

3 Among whom also 
we all had our conversation in times past 
in the lusts of our flesh, 
fulfilling the desires of the flesh and of the mind; 
and were by nature the children of wrath, 
even as others.



From Biblehub.com

Trespasses are specific acts of 
wrongdoing or deviations from the right 
path. The term implies a conscious 
crossing of boundaries set by God. 

Sins is a broader term that encompasses 
both acts of commission and omission, 
as well as the inherent sinful nature of 
humanity.

Ephesians 2:1-3
1 And you hath he quickened,

who were dead in trespasses and sins;
2 Wherein in time past 

ye walked according to the course of this world, 
according to the prince of the power of the air,
the spirit that now worketh in 
the children of disobedience: 

3 Among whom also 
we all had our conversation in times past 
in the lusts of our flesh, 
fulfilling the desires of the flesh and of the mind; 
and were by nature the children of wrath, 
even as others.

The Gentiles in Time Past



The Gentiles in Time Past

Ephesians 2:1-3
1 And you hath he quickened,

who were dead in trespasses and sins;
2 Wherein in time past 

ye walked according to the course of this world, 
according to the prince of the power of the air,
the spirit that now worketh in 
the children of disobedience: 

3 Among whom also 
we all had our conversation in times past 
in the lusts of our flesh, 
fulfilling the desires of the flesh and of the mind; 
and were by nature the children of wrath, 
even as others.

The children of disobedience are not
'ÏÄȭÓ ÄÉÓÏÂÅÄÉÅÎÔ ÃÈÉÌÄÒÅÎȢ 4ÈÅÙ ÁÒÅ 
the children of the disobedient one. 
They are the children of wrath. 

As Colossians 3:6 says, 
ȰThe wrath of God cometh on the 
ÃÈÉÌÄÒÅÎ ÏÆ ÄÉÓÏÂÅÄÉÅÎÃÅȢȱ 



The Gentiles in Time Past

Ephesians 2:1-3
1 And you hath he quickened,

who were dead in trespasses and sins;
2 Wherein in time past 

ye walked according to the course of this world, 
according to the prince of the power of the air,
the spirit that now worketh in 
the children of disobedience: 

3 Among whom also 
we all had our conversation in times past 
in the lusts of our flesh, 
fulfilling the desires of the flesh and of the mind; 
and were by nature the children of wrath, 
even as others.

As unsaved Gentiles, we were swept 
along in a current we could not escape. 
We thought we were serving our own 
pleasure, but in actuality, we were 
enslaved to sin.



Ephesians 2:4-10
4 But God, who is rich in mercy, 

for his great love wherewith he loved us,
5 Even when we were dead in sins, hath quickened us 

together with Christ, (by grace ye are saved;)
6 And hath raised us up together, and made us sit 

together in heavenly places in Christ Jesus:
7 That in the ages to come 

he might shew the exceeding riches of his grace 
in his kindness toward us through Christ Jesus.

8 For by grace are ye saved through faith; 
and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God:

9 Not of works, lest any man should boast.
10 For we are his workmanship, 

created in Christ Jesus unto good works, which God 
hath before ordained that we should walk in them. 

But God hath quickened us

Our lives were forever changed 
when God entered our lives, 
and by his mercy, love, and grace, 
revived us.



Ephesians 2:4-10
4 But God, who is rich in mercy, 

for his great love wherewith he loved us,
5 Even when we were dead in sins, hath quickened us 

together with Christ, (by grace ye are saved;)
6 And hath raised us up together, and made us sit 

together in heavenly places in Christ Jesus:
7 That in the ages to come 

he might shew the exceeding riches of his grace 
in his kindness toward us through Christ Jesus.

8 For by grace are ye saved through faith; 
and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God:

9 Not of works, lest any man should boast.
10 For we are his workmanship, 

created in Christ Jesus unto good works, which God 
hath before ordained that we should walk in them. 

We could not come to God until 
he first came to us. The faith we 
needed in order to believe what 
our eyes could not see was a gift 
ÏÆ 'ÏÄȭÓ ÇÒÁÃÅȢ

But God hath quickened us



Ephesians 2:11-12
11 Wherefore remember, 

that ye being in time past Gentiles in the flesh, 
who are called Uncircumcision by that which is 
called the Circumcision in the flesh made by 
hands; 

12 That at that time ye were without Christ, 
being aliens from the commonwealth of Israel, 
and strangers from the covenants of promise, 
having no hope, 
and without God in the world:  

Chapter 2 began with a look at the 
'ÅÎÔÉÌÅÓȭ ÐÁÓÔ ÓÐÉÒÉÔÕÁÌ ÃÏÎÄÉÔÉÏÎȟ 
being dead in trespasses and sins. 

Now Paul looks at their previous 
ÁÌÉÅÎÁÔÉÏÎ ÆÒÏÍ 'ÏÄȭÓ ÃÏÖÅÎÁÎÔÓ 
with Israel. 

The Gentiles in Time Past



The Gentiles in Time Past

The circumcision in the flesh made by 
hands was ordained by God to 
Abraham and his heirs to symbolize 
his covenant with them.

Ephesians 2:11-12
11 Wherefore remember, 

that ye being in time past Gentiles in the flesh, 
who are called Uncircumcision by that which is 
called the Circumcision in the flesh made by 
hands; 

12 That at that time ye were without Christ, 
being aliens from the commonwealth of Israel, 
and strangers from the covenants of promise, 
having no hope, 
and without God in the world:  



Ephesians 2:11-12
11 Wherefore remember, 

that ye being in time past Gentiles in the flesh, 
who are called Uncircumcision by that which is 
called the Circumcision in the flesh made by 
hands; 

12 That at that time ye were without Christ, 
being aliens from the commonwealth of Israel, 
and strangers from the covenants of promise, 
having no hope, 
and without God in the world:  

The Gentiles in Time Past

This was ÔÈÅ 'ÅÎÔÉÌÅÓȭ desperate 
condition ɀeven though they were 
oblivious to it at the time:

Å Without Christ
Å Aliens from the commonwealth 

of Israel
Å Strangers from the covenants of 

promise
Å Without hope
Å Without God in the world.



Once again, the new section begins 
with the word BUT, contrasting 
what was thenwith what is now.

This is 'ÏÄȭÓ ÒÅÍÅÄÙ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÏÓÅ 
×ÈÏ ÃÁÍÅ ÉÎÔÏ ÔÈÉÓ ×ÏÒÌÄ ȰÁÌÉÅÎÓ 
from the commonwealth of Israel, 
and strangers from the covenants 
of promiseȢȱ

Ephesians 2:13-18
13 But now in Christ Jesus ye who sometimes were far 

off are made nigh by the blood of Christ.
14 For he is our peace, who hath made both one, 

and hath broken down the middle wall of partition 
between us;

15 Having abolished in his flesh the enmity, 
even the law of commandments contained in 
ordinances; for to make in himself of twain 
one new man so making peace;

16 And that he might reconcile both unto God in one 
body by the cross, having slain the enmity thereby:

17 And came and preached peace to you which were 
afar off, and to them that were nigh.

18 For through him we both have access by one Spirit 
unto the Father. 

But now in Christ Jesus



The middle wall 
of partition 
was a physical
representation 
of the spiritual
separation of 
the Jews and 
the Gentiles.



It was a constant 
reminder that the 
'ÏÄȭÓ ÃÏÖÅÎÁÎÔÓ 
were EXCLUSIVE to 
the Jews.



But by his work on 
the cross, Jesus 
broke down the 
middle wall, availing 
these blessings to 
ANYONE who came 
to God through him. 




