


1STThessalonians was written 
around AD 51, making it one of 
0ÁÕÌȭÓ ÅÁÒÌÉÅÓÔ ÅÐÉÓÔÌÅÓȢ 



1st Thessalonians references three places 
Paul visited on his second missionary trip: 

Philippi, Thessalonica, and Athens. 



It was in Troasthat a vision of the LORD 
directed Paul and his fellow missionaries 
into Macedonia. 

Acts 16:10-12a 
10 And after he had seen the vision, 

immediately we endeavouredto go 
into Macedonia, assuredly gathering 
that the Lord had called us for to 
preach the gospel unto them.  

11 Therefore loosing from Troas, 
we came with a straight course to 
Samothracia, 
and the next day to Neapolis;  

12 And from thence to Philippi, 
which is the chief city of that part of 
Macedonia, and a ÃÏÌÏÎÙȣ



)Î 0ÈÉÌÉÐÐÉȟ ÔÈÅÙ ÍÅÔ ,ÙÄÉÁ Ȱ×ÈÏÓÅ ÈÅÁÒÔ ÔÈÅ ,ÏÒÄ ÏÐÅÎÅÄȱ ɉ!ÃÔÓ ΣΨȡΣΦɊȢ  
After she was baptized, she invited them to stay at her home.



But after Paul freed a slave girl of a spirit of divination, her masters instigated a riot against 
the missionaries, and Paul and Silas were beaten and thrown into prison.



An earthquake broke the foundations of the prison and loosened their shackles. 
When the guard saw Paul and Silas had not tried to escape, they led him to Christ.



Acts 16:35-39
35 And when it was day, the magistrates sent 

the serjeants, saying, Let those men go.
36 And the keeper of the prison told this 

saying to Paul, 
The magistrates have sent to let you go: 
now therefore depart, and go in peace.

37 But Paul said unto them, 
They have beaten us openly uncondemned, 
being Romans, and have cast us into prison; 
and now do they thrust us out privily? 
nay verily; but let them come themselves 
and fetch us out.

38 And the serjeantstold these words unto the 
magistrates: and they feared, 
when they heard that they were Romans.  

39 And they came and besought them, 
and brought them out, 
and desired them to depart out of the city.  

This led to their semi-voluntary deportation.



Acts 17:5
5 But the Jews which believed not, 

moved with envy, took unto them 
certain lewd fellows of the baser sort, 
and gathered a company, 
and set all the city on an uproar, 
and assaulted the house of Jason, 
and sought to bring them out to the 
people.

Leaving Philippi, they went to Thessalonica, 
×ÈÅÒÅ 0ÁÕÌ ȰÁÓ ÈÉÓ ÍÁÎÎÅÒ ×ÁÓȱ ÓÐÏËÅ ÁÂÏÕÔ 
Jesus at the local synagogue. The members 
were jealous that the missionaries were so 
gladly received, and they hired a mob to 
attack them in their temporary residence.



Acts 17:10, 13-15
10 And the brethren immediately sent away 

Paul and Silas by night unto Berea: 
who coming thither went into the 
synagogue of the Jews.

13 But when the Jews of Thessalonica had 
knowledge that the word of God was 
preached of Paul at Berea, they came 
thither also, and stirred up the people.  

14 And then immediately the brethren sent 
away Paul to go as it were to the sea: 
but Silas and Timotheus abode there still.

15 And they that conducted Paul brought 
him unto Athens: 
and receiving a commandment unto Silas 
and Timotheus for to come to him with 
all speed, they departed.   



After ministering in Athens, Paul traveled 
on to Corinth. It is commonly believed that 
Paul wrote his letters to the Thessalonians 
from Corinth.



1 Thessalonians has 89 verses 
presented in five chapters.



1: The Opening

2-4: Thanksgiving 

5-6: In Thessalonica

#ÈÁÐÔÅÒ /ÎÅ ÆÏÃÕÓÅÓ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ ÍÉÓÓÉÏÎÁÒÉÅÓȭ ÅØÐÅÒÉÅÎÃÅ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÃÉÔÙȢ



1 Thessalonians 1:1 
1 Paul, and Silvanus, and Timotheus, 

unto the church of the Thessalonians 
which is in God the Father 
and in the Lord Jesus Christ: 

Grace be unto you, and peace, 
from God our Father, 
and the Lord Jesus Christ. 

The epistle begins with a salutation 
from the three missionaries who 
answered the Macedonian Call:

The Opening



Thanksgiving

The missionaries gave thanks for what 
they rememberedabout the 
Macedonian Christians, 
and for what they knew about them:

1 Thessalonians 1:2-4 
2 We give thanks to God always for you all, 

making mention of you in our prayers;
3 Remembering without ceasing 

your work of faith, 
and labour of love, 
and patience of hope 
in our Lord Jesus Christ, 
in the sight of God and our Father;

4 Knowing, brethren beloved, 
your election of God.



Speaking of their time in Thessalonica, 
the missionaries recalled

1. Their presentation of the gospel.
2. Their conduct. 
3. The response of the new believers.

1 Thessalonians 1:5-6 
5 For our gospel came not unto you in word 

only, but also in power, and in the Holy Ghost, 
and in much assurance; 
as ye know what manner of men we were 
among youfor your sake.

6 And ye became followers of us, 
and of the Lord, 
having received the word in much affliction, 
with joy of the Holy Ghost:

In Thessalonica



The Christians of Thessalonica became 
examples to Christians throughout the 
region:

1 Thessalonians 1:7-8 
7 So that ye were ensamples to all that believe 

in Macedonia and Achaia.
8 For from you sounded out the word of the 

Lord not only in Macedonia and Achaia, 
but also in every place your faith to God-ward 
is spread abroad; 
so that we need not to speak any thing.

In Thessalonica



Ȱ3Ï that ye were ensamples to all that believe in Macedonia and AchaiaȢȱ



The good fruit in the lives of the 
Thessalonian Christians spoke volumes 
ÁÂÏÕÔ ÔÈÅ ÍÉÓÓÉÏÎÁÒÉÅÓȭ ÃÏÎÄÕÃÔ ÁÍÏÎÇ 
them. 

1 Thessalonians 1:9-10
9 For they themselves shew of us what manner 

of entering in we had unto you, 
and how ye turned to God from idols 
to serve the living and true God;

10 And to wait for his Son from heaven, 
whom he raised from the dead, even Jesus, 
which delivered us from the wrath to come.

In Thessalonica



Each of the chapters in this epistle ends 
×ÉÔÈ Á ×ÏÒÄ ÁÂÏÕÔ ÔÈÅ ,ÏÒÄȭÓ 2ÅÔÕÒÎȢ

1 Thessalonians 1:9-10
9 For they themselves shew of us what manner 

of entering in we had unto you, 
and how ye turned to God from idols 
to serve the living and true God;

10 And to wait for his Son from heaven, 
whom he raised from the dead, even Jesus, 
which delivered us from the wrath to come.

In Thessalonica



17-20:  Paul in Athens

13-16:  Thanksgiving 

1-12: In Thessalonica

Chapter Two continues this narrative.



1 Thessalonians 2:1-4 
1 For yourselves, brethren, 

know our entrance in unto you, 
that it was not in vain:

2 But even after that we had suffered before, 
and were shamefully entreated, as ye know, 
at Philippi, 
we were bold in our God to speak unto you the 
gospel of God with much contention.

3 For our exhortation was not of deceit, 
nor of uncleanness, nor in guile:

4 But as we were allowed of God to be put in trust 
with the gospel, even so we speak; 
not as pleasing men, but God, 
which trieth our hearts.

In Chapter 1, Paul reminded the 
Thessalonians Ȱwhat manner of men we 
×ÅÒÅȱ and Ȱ×ÈÁÔ manner of entering in 
we had unto ÙÏÕȢȱ(1:5 and 10). 

Now he expounds upon that theme, 
reminding them that the harsh 
treatment the missionaries suffered in 
Philippi did not spoil their enthusiasm 
for preaching the gospel, nor poison 
their presentation of it.  

In Thessalonica



1 Thessalonians 2:5-8
5 For neither at any time 

used we flattering words, as ye know, 
nor a cloke of covetousness; 
God is witness:

6 Nor of men sought we glory, 
neither of you, nor yet of others, 
when we might have been burdensome, 
as the apostles of Christ.

7 But we were gentle among you, 
even as a nurse cherishethher children:

8 So being affectionately desirous of you, 
we were willing to have imparted unto you, 
not the gospel of God only, but also our own 
souls, because ye were dear unto us. 

The ÍÉÓÓÉÏÎÁÒÉÅÓȭ ÅØÁÍÐÌÅ ÃÏÎÔÉÎÕÅÓ ÔÏ 
set the standard for Christian ministry.

In Thessalonica



1 Thessalonians 2:9-12 
9 For ye remember, brethren, 

our labour and travail: 
for labouring night and day, because we 
would not be chargeable unto any of you, 
we preached unto you the gospel of God.

10 Ye are witnesses, and God also, 
how holily and justly and unblameablywe 
behaved ourselves among you that believe:

11 As ye know how we exhorted and comforted 
and charged every one of you, 
as a father doth his children,

12 That ye would walk worthy of God, 
who hath called you unto his kingdom and 
glory. 

In word and deed, they taught the new 
ÃÏÎÖÅÒÔÓ ÈÏ× ÔÏ Ȱ×ÁÌË ×ÏÒÔÈÙ ÏÆ 'ÏÄȢȱ 

In Thessalonica



1 Thessalonians 2:13-16 
13 For this cause also thank we God without ceasing, 

because, when ye received the word of God which 
ye heard of us, ye received it not as the word of 
men, but as it is in truth, the word of God, 
which effectually worketh also in you that believe.

14 For ye, brethren, became followers of the churches 
of God which in Judaea are in Christ Jesus: 
for ye also have suffered like things of your own 
countrymen, even as they have of the Jews:

15 Who both killed the Lord Jesus, and their own 
prophets, and have persecuted us, and they please 
not God, and are contrary to all men:

16 Forbidding us to speak to the Gentiles that they 
might be saved, to fill up their sins alway: 
for the wrath is come upon them to the uttermost.

Initially the missionaries gave thanks 
for how the message was delivered:
ȰÎÏÔ ÉÎ word only, but also in power, 
and in the Holy 'ÈÏÓÔȢȱ 

Now they give thanks for how their 
message was received. 

Second Expression of Thanksgiving



1 Thessalonians 2:13-16 
13 For this cause also thank we God without ceasing, 

because, when ye received the word of God which 
ye heard of us, ye received it not as the word of 
men, but as it is in truth, the word of God, 
which effectually worketh also in you that believe.

14 For ye, brethren, became followers of the churches 
of God which in Judaea are in Christ Jesus: 
for ye also have suffered like things of your own 
countrymen, even as they have of the Jews:

15 Who both killed the Lord Jesus, and their own 
prophets, and have persecuted us, and they please 
not God, and are contrary to all men:

16 Forbidding us to speak to the Gentiles that they 
might be saved, to fill up their sins alway: 
for the wrath is come upon them to the uttermost.

Second Expression of Thanksgiving

These Christians had joined an 
exclusive community that Paul 
would later ÃÁÌÌ ȰÔÈÅ fellowship of 
his ÓÕÆÆÅÒÉÎÇÓȱ ɉ0ÈÉÌ ΥȡΣΡɊȢ



1 Thessalonians 2:17-18 
17 But we, brethren, 

being taken from you for a short time 
in presence, not in heart, 
endeavouredthe more abundantly 
to see your face with great desire.

18 Wherefore we would have come unto you, 
even I Paul, once and again; 
but Satan hindered us.

As we read in Acts 17, after the riot at 
*ÁÓÏÎȭÓ ÈÏÕÓÅȟ Paul, Silas, and Timothy 
were whisked away from Thessalonica 
to Berea. From there, Paul sailed to 
Athens. 
He now writes about how difficult is 
was for him to be in Athens separated 
ÆÒÏÍ ÔÈÅÍ ȰÉÎ ÐÒÅÓÅÎÃÅȟ ÎÏÔ ÉÎ ÈÅÁÒÔȢȱ

In Athens



1 Thessalonians 2:19-20 
19 For what is our hope, or joy, 

or crown of rejoicing? 
Are not even ye in the presence 
of our Lord Jesus Christ at his coming?

20 For ye are our glory and joy. 

Ȱ!ÂÓÅÎÔ in body, but present in ÓÐÉÒÉÔȱ 
(1 Cor. 5:3), Paul ends Chapter 2 with a 
word about the grandest reunion of all. 

In Athens



11-13: Prayer

1-10:In Athens

Chapter Two continues ÔÈÅ ÁÃÃÏÕÎÔ ÏÆ 0ÁÕÌȭÓ ÈÅÁÒÔÁÃÈÅ ÉÎ !ÔÈÅÎÓȢ



1 Thessalonians 3:1-5
1 Wherefore when we could no longer forbear, 

we thought it good to be left at Athens alone;
2 And sent Timotheus, our brother, and minister of God, 

and our fellowlabourer in the gospel of Christ, 
to establish you, 
and to comfort you concerning your faith:

3 That no man should be moved by these afflictions: 
for yourselves know that we are appointed thereunto.

4 For verily, when we were with you, 
we told you before that we should suffer tribulation; 
even as it came to pass, and ye know.

5 For this cause, when I could no longer forbear, 
I sent to know your faith, 
lest by some means the tempter have tempted you, 
and our labour be in vain.

The persecution that had been 
focused on the missionaries was 
now directed at the new Christians.

Unable to bear the suspense of 
how these new believers were 
holding up, Paul sent Timothy back 
to Thessalonica to encourage 
them.

In Athens


