
Why Four Gospels?
A Man, A Lion, An Ox, and An Eagle



Most Christians know there are 
FOUR gospels in the New Testament.
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Not every Christian knows why.
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CMYK is an acronym for:



Imagine that you want to print this 
photo.



If you only have BLACK ink, you will 
get outlines and shading.



If you have YELLOW and black ink, 
ÔÈÅ ÆÌÏ×ÅÒȭÓ ÐÅÔÁÌÓ ÁÒÅ ÂÅÔÔÅÒȟ ÂÕÔ 
the leaves are wrong and the sky is 
still missing.



With MAGENTA , yellow, and black, 
the flower and the bee are more 
accurate, but the rest is still wrong.



You need all four inks to produce 
the image as it should be.



The same is true with the four Gospels:



The four Gospels work together like 
the four inks in a printer. All four are 
needed to tell the complete story.



One is not enough.



Two are better.



With three, the image is clearer.



With four, the picture is complete.



Ezekiel 1:4-6
4 And I looked, and, behold, 

a whirlwind came out of the north, 
a great cloud, and a fire infolding
itself, and a brightness was about it, 
and out of the midst thereof as the 
colour of amber, out of the midst of 
the fire.  

5 Also out of the midst thereof came 
the likeness of four living creatures. 

And this was their appearance; 
they had the likeness of a man.  

6 And every one had four faces, 
and every one had four wings.  

Why four gospels? This vision shown to 
Ezekiel adds a layer to our understanding:



Ezekiel 1:10 
10 As for the likeness of their faces, 

they four had the face of a man,
and the face of a lion, on the right 
side: 
and they four had the face of 
an ox on the left side; 
they four also had the face of 
an eagle. 
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Revelation 4:6-8 
6 And before the throne there was a 

sea of glass like unto crystal: 
and in the midst of the throne, and 
round about the throne, were four 
beasts full of eyes before and 
behind.  

7 And the first beast was like a lion, 
and the second beast like a calf, 
and the third beast had a face as 
a man, 
and the fourth beast was like a 
flying eagle. These same four ɀa man, a lion, an ox, 

and an eagle ɀappear together in the 
book of Revelation:



In the vision given to Ezekiel, 
the eagle and ox were on the left side, 
and the man and lion were on the right.



These same four faces in the same 
position were represented in the 
camps around the Tabernacle:

In the vision given to Ezekiel, 
the eagle and ox were on the left side, 
and the man and lion were on the right.



Numbers 2:25 
25 The standard of the camp of Dan 

shall be on the north side by their 
armiesȣ 
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! ȰÓÔÁÎÄÁÒÄȱ ÉÓ Á ÂÁÎÎÅÒ ÏÒ ÆÌÁÇȢ



Numbers 2:3 
3 And on the east side toward the 

rising of the sun shall they of the 
standard of the camp of Judah 
pitch throughout their ÁÒÍÉÅÓ ȣ


