
Lesson 1 ɀIntroduction to the epistle 



7ÒÉÔÔÅÎ ÁÒÏÕÎÄ !$ ΧΣȟ Σ 4ÈÅÓÓÁÌÏÎÉÁÎÓ ×ÁÓ ÏÎÅ ÏÆ 0ÁÕÌȭÓ ÅÁÒÌÉÅÓÔ ÅÐÉÓÔÌÅÓȢ 



To better understand the setting of this letter, 
ÈÅÒÅ ÉÓ Á ÒÅÖÉÅ× ÏÆ 0ÁÕÌȭÓ ÓÅÃÏÎÄ ÍÉÓÓÉÏÎȢ



This mission began and ended in Antioch of Syria.
It lasted about 3 years, from AD 49 to 51.



The missionary partnership of Paul and 
Barnabas was ordained and blessed by God.

Acts 13:2-3 
2 As they [the elders] ministered to the Lord, 

and fasted, the Holy Ghost said, 
Separate me Barnabas and Saul for the work 
whereunto I have called them.

3 And when they had fasted and prayed, 
and laid their hands on them, 
they sent them away. 



Shortly after completing their first mission, 
Paul and Barnabas made plans to go out again.

Acts 15:36 
36 And some days after 

Paul said unto Barnabas, 
Let us go again and visit our brethren in every 
city where we have preached the word of the 
Lord, and see how they do. 



! ÄÉÓÐÕÔÅ ÏÖÅÒ -ÁÒËȭÓ ÐÁÒÔÉÃÉÐÁÔÉÏÎ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ 
mission drove a wedge between Paul and 
"ÁÒÎÁÂÁÓȟ ÁÎÄ ÓÏ Ȱ"ÁÒÎÁÂÁÓ took Mark, and 
sailed unto #ÙÐÒÕÓȱ ɉ!ÃÔÓ ΣΧȡΥΫɊȢ 



Acts 15:40-41
40 And Paul chose Silas, and departed, 

being recommended by the brethren unto the grace of God.  
41 And he went through Syriaand Cilicia, confirming the churches.



Acts 15:40-41
40 And Paul chose Silas, and departed, 

being recommended by the brethren unto the grace of God.  
41 And he went through Syria and Cilicia, confirming the churches.

This is precisely what Paul hoped to do with Barnabas. 



Acts 16:1, 3a
1 Then came he to Derbeand Lystra: 

and, behold, a certain disciple was there, named Timotheus, 
the son of a certain woman, which was a Jewess, and believed; 
but his father was a Greek: 

3 (ÉÍ ×ÏÕÌÄ 0ÁÕÌ ÈÁÖÅ ÔÏ ÇÏ ÆÏÒÔÈ ×ÉÔÈ ÈÉÍȣ  



Acts 16:1, 3a
1 Then came he to Derbeand Lystra: 

and, behold, a certain disciple was there, named Timotheus, 
the son of a certain woman, which was a Jewess, and believed; 
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Being of both worlds, Timothy was well-prepared to minister among 
both Jews and Greeks, and was doubtless fluent in both languages.

Greek was the principal language spoken in the eastern provinces of 
Rome; Latin in the west. 



The new missionary team ɀthe three named in 
the salutation to 1 Thessalonians ɀwas now in 
place:

1 Thessalonians 1:1a
Paul, and Silvanus, and Timotheus, 
unto the church of the Thessalonians which is 
in God the Father and in the Lord Jesus Christ:



Acts 16:6-7
6 Now when they had gone throughout Phrygia and the region of Galatia, 

and were forbidden of the Holy Ghost to preach the word in Asia,
7 After they were come to Mysia, they assayed to go into Bithynia: 

but the Spirit suffered them not. 

They began to realize that God had a different plan for this mission. 



Acts 16:6-7
6 Now when they had gone throughout Phrygiaand the region of Galatia,

and were forbidden of the Holy Ghost to preach the word in Asia,
7 After they were come to Mysia, they assayed to go into Bithynia: 

but the Spirit suffered them not. 

These were provinces of the Roman Empire. 



Acts 16:8
And they passing by Mysiacame down to Troas.



Acts 16:9
And a vision appeared to Paul 
in the night; 
There stood a man of Macedonia, 
and prayed him, saying,



Acts 16:10
And after he had seen the vision, 
immediately we endeavouredto 
go into Macedonia, 
assuredly gathering that the Lord 
had called us for to preach the 
gospel unto them. 



Acts 16:10
And after he had seen the vision, 
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go into Macedonia, 
assuredly gathering that the Lord 
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2ÁÔÈÅÒ ÔÈÁÎ ÔÏ ÒÅÖÉÓÉÔ ÃÈÕÒÃÈÅÓ ÅÓÔÁÂÌÉÓÈÅÄ ÄÕÒÉÎÇ 0ÁÕÌȭÓ ÆÉÒÓÔ ÍÉÓÓÉÏÎȟ 
the missionaries were directed to venture into new territory.



Acts 16:10
And after he had seen the vision, 
immediately we endeavouredto 
go into Macedonia, 
assuredly gathering that the Lord 
had called us for to preach the 
gospel unto them. 

We are never told if Paul actually met the man he saw in this vision.



Acts 16:11-12
11 Therefore loosing from Troas, we came with a straight course to Samothracia, 

and the next day to Neapolis;
12 And from thence to Philippi, 

which is the chief city of that part of Macedonia, and a colony: 
and we were in that city abiding certain days. 



Acts 16:13-14
13 And on the sabbathwe went out of 

the city by a river side, where prayer 
was wont to be made; and we sat 
down, and spakeunto the women 
which resorted thither .  

14 And a certain woman named Lydia, 
a seller of purple, of the city of 
Thyatira, which worshipped God, 
heard us: whose heart the Lord 
opened, that she attended unto the 
things which were spoken of Paul.  

Their initial contact was very promising. 



Acts 16:16-18a
16 And it came to pass, as we went to prayer, 

a certain damsel possessed with a spirit of 
divination met us, which brought her masters 
much gain by soothsaying:  

17 The same followed Paul and us, and cried, saying, 
These men are the servants of the most high 
God, which shew unto us the way of salvation.

18 And this did she many days. 

A strange woman brought them unwanted attention:



Acts 16:18b
But Paul, being grieved, 
turned and said to the 
spirit, 
I command thee in the 
name of Jesus Christ to 
come out of her.

And he came out the 
same hour.



Acts 16:19, 22
19 And when her masters saw that the 

hope of their gains was gone, 
they caught Paul and Silas, 
and drew them into the marketplace 
unto the rulers,  

22 And the multitude rose up together 
against them: 
and the magistrates rent off their 
clothes, and commanded to beat them.

Not everyone was pleased by her deliverance! 



Acts 16:23, 25-26
23 And when they had laid many stripes upon 

them, they cast them into prison, 
charging the jailor to keep them safely:

25 And at midnight Paul and Silas prayed, 
and sang praises unto God: 
and the prisoners heard them.  

26 And suddenly there was a great earthquake, 
so that the foundations of the prison were 
shaken: 
and immediately all the doors were opened, 
and every one's bands were loosed. 



Acts 16:27-28 
27 And the keeper of the 

prison awaking out of 
his sleep, and seeing 
the prison doors open, 
he drew out his sword, 
and would have killed 
himself, supposing 
that the prisoners had 
been fled.  



28 But Paul cried with a 
loud voice, saying, 
Do thyself no harm: 
for we are all here.  



Acts 16:29-32 
29 Then he called for a light, and sprang in, 

and came trembling, and fell down 
before Paul and Silas,  

30 And brought them out, and said, 
Sirs, what must I do to be saved?  

31 And they said, 
Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and 
thou shalt be saved, and thy house.  

32 And they spakeunto him the word of 
the Lord, and to all that were in his 
house.  



Acts 16:35-39
35 And when it was day, the magistrates sent the serjeants, saying, 

Let those men go.
36 And the keeper of the prison told this saying to Paul, 

The magistrates have sent to let you go: now therefore depart, and go in peace.
37 But Paul said unto them, 

They have beaten us openly uncondemned, being Romans, 
and have cast us into prison; and now do they thrust us out privily? 
nay verily; but let them come themselves and fetch us out. 

38 And the serjeantstold these words unto the magistrates: 
and they feared, when they heard that they were Romans.  

39 And they came and besought them, and brought them out, 
and desired them to depart out of the city.  
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This is what Paul was speaking of when he reminded the Thessalonians that 
he and 3ÉÌÁÓ Ȱ×ÅÒÅ ÓÈÁÍÅÆÕÌÌÙ ÅÎÔÒÅÁÔÅÄȟ ÁÓ ÙÅ ËÎÏ×ȟ ÁÔ 0ÈÉÌÉÐÐÉȱ ɉΣ 4ÈÅÓÓȢ ΤȡΤɊȢ



Acts 16:40 
And they went out of the prison, 
and entered into the house of Lydia: 
and when they had seen the brethren, 
they comforted them, and departed.



Acts 17:1
Now when they had passed through Amphipolisand Apollonia, 
they came to Thessalonica, where was a synagogue of the Jews: 

Their next stop was in Thessalonica, 
the capital of the Roman province of Macedonia. 



Acts 17:2-4
2 And Paul, as his manner was, 

went in unto them, 
and three sabbathdays reasoned with them 
out of the scriptures,  

3 Opening and alleging, that Christ must needs 
have suffered, and risen again from the 
dead; and that this Jesus, 
whom I preach unto you, is Christ.

4 And some of them believed, 
and consorted with Paul and Silas; 
and of the devout Greeks a great multitude, 
and of the chief women not a few.  



Acts 17:5

But the Jews which believed not, 
moved with envy, took unto them certain 
lewd fellows of the baser sort, 
and gathered a company, 
and set all the city on an uproar, 
and assaulted the house of Jason, 
and sought to bring them out to the people.

The members of the synagogue could not stomach how 
these strangers were being so gladly received, so they 
hired a mob to attack their temporary residence.



Acts 17:6-9
6 And when they found them not, 

they drew Jason and certain brethren unto 
the rulers of the city, crying, 
These that have turned the world upside 
down are come hither also;  

7 Whom Jason hath received: 
and these all do contrary to the decrees of 
Caesar, 
saying that there is another king, one Jesus.  

8 And they troubled the people and the rulers 
of the city, when they heard these things.

9 And when they had taken security of Jason, 
and of the other, they let them go. 



Acts 17:10
And the brethren immediately sent away Paul and Silas by night unto Berea: 
who coming thither went into the synagogue of the Jews. 



Acts 17:13-14
13 But when the Jews of Thessalonica 

had knowledge that the word of God was 
preached of Paul at Berea, 
they came thither also, and stirred up the people.  

14 And then immediately the brethren sent away 
Paul to go as it were to the sea: 
but Silas and Timotheus abode there still.  



Acts 17:15
And they that conducted Paul brought him unto Athens: 
and receiving a commandment unto Silas and Timotheus for to come to him 
with all speed, they departed.

Paul was taken by ship to Athens. 



While in Athens, 0ÁÕÌ ÍÁÄÅ ÈÉÓ ÆÁÍÏÕÓ ÓÐÅÅÃÈ ȰÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÕÎËÎÏ×Î 'ÏÄȱ ÆÒÏÍ 
ÔÈÅ ÔÏÐ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ !ÒÅÏÐÁÇÕÓȟ ÏÒ Ȱ-ÁÒÓȭ (ÉÌÌȱ (Acts 17:22-32). 



Acts 18:1
After these things Paul departed from Athens, and came to Corinth;  



It is commonly held that Paul wrote his letter to the Thessalonians from Corinth.



There are five chapters in 1 Thessalonians.



Introduction 1:1



1st Thanksgiving 1:2-10



While in Thessalonica 2:1-11


