
Lesson 2 – Chapters 1 to 3 



1 Thessalonians 1:1 
1 Paul, and Silvanus, and Timotheus, 

unto the church of the Thessalonians 
which is in God the Father 
and in the Lord Jesus Christ: 

Grace be unto you, and peace, 
from God our Father, 
and the Lord Jesus Christ. 

The epistle opens with a salutation 
from the three missionaries who 
answered the Macedonian Call:

Introduction



1 Thessalonians 1:1 
1 Paul, and Silvanus, and Timotheus, 

unto the church of the Thessalonians 
which is in God the Father 
and in the Lord Jesus Christ: 

Grace be unto you, and peace, 
from God our Father, 
and the Lord Jesus Christ. 

Starting with the 3 men themselves, 
there are many triads woven into 
this epistle. 

Introduction



The First Epistle to the Thessalonians

1. Introduction 1:1

2. Thanksgiving 1:2-10

3. Paul and company present with them 2:1-12

4. Thanksgiving 2:13-16

5. Paul and company absent from them 2:17 to 3:10

6. Prayer 3:11-13

7. Exhortation 4:1-12

8. Instruction 4:13 to 5:11

9. Exhortation 5:12-22

10. Prayer 5:23-25

11. Conclusion 5:26-28

This is the first 
of two passages 
of thanksgiving:



First word of Thanksgiving

1 Thessalonians 1:2-4 
2 We give thanks to God always for you all, 

making mention of you in our prayers;
3 Remembering without ceasing 

your work of faith, 
and labour of love, 
and patience of hope 
in our Lord Jesus Christ, 
in the sight of God and our Father;

4 Knowing, brethren beloved, 
your election of God.

With the exception of a few verses, 
this letter speaks on behalf of all 
three missionaries.

They are thankful for what they 
remember about the Macedonian 
Christians, and for what they know
about them:



First word of Thanksgiving

1 Thessalonians 1:2-4 
2 We give thanks to God always for you all, 

making mention of you in our prayers;
3 Remembering without ceasing 

your work of faith, 
and labour of love [agape], 
and patience of hope 
in our Lord Jesus Christ, 
in the sight of God and our Father;

4 Knowing, brethren beloved, 
your election of God.

A triad of the principle virtues of 
Christianity as recorded in 
1 Corinthians 13:13:  
“Now abideth faith, hope, charity 
[agape], these three...”



Strong’s Analytical Concordance

1 Thessalonians 1:2-4 
2 We give thanks to God always for you all, 

making mention of you in our prayers;
3 Remembering without ceasing 

your work of faith, 
and labour of love [agape], 
and patience of hope 
in our Lord Jesus Christ, 
in the sight of God and our Father;

4 Knowing, brethren beloved, 
your election of God.

Election:
1. the act of God's free will by 

which before the foundation of 
the world he decreed his 
blessings to certain persons. 

2. the decree made from choice 
by which he determined to bless 
certain persons through Christ 
by grace alone. 

These are the fundamental components 
of “your election of God.” 



First word of Thanksgiving

1 Thessalonians 1:5 
5 For our gospel came not unto you 

in word only, 
but also in power, 
and in the Holy Ghost, 
and in much assurance; 
as ye know what manner of men 
we were among you for your sake.

The ministers give thanks that the 
Holy Spirit verified the authenticity 
of their message, as demonstrated 
in another triad.



Matthew Henry Commentary

1 Thessalonians 1:5 
5 For our gospel came not unto you 

in word only, 
but also in power, 
and in the Holy Ghost, 
and in much assurance; 
as ye know what manner of men 
we were among you for your sake.

[Their presentation of the gospel] did not 
merely tickle the ear and please the fancy, 
nor merely fill their heads with notions and 
amuse their minds for awhile, but it 
affected their hearts: a divine power went 
along with it for convincing their 
consciences and amending their lives. 

Wherever the gospel comes in power, 
it is to be attributed to the operation of 
the Holy Ghost; and unless the Spirit of 
God accompany the word of God, to 
render it effectual by his power, it will be 
to us but as a dead letter; and the letter 
killeth, it is the Spirit that giveth life.



First word of Thanksgiving

1 Thessalonians 1:5 
5 For our gospel came not unto you 

in word only, 
but also in power, 
and in the Holy Ghost, 
and in much assurance; 
as ye know what manner of men 
we were among you for your sake.

The missionaries’ virtuous conduct 
is considered further in Chapter 2.



First word of Thanksgiving

1 Thessalonians 1:6-8 
6 And ye became followers of us, 

and of the Lord, 
having received the word in much 
affliction, with joy of the Holy Ghost:

7 So that ye were ensamples to all that 
believe in Macedonia and Achaia.

8 For from you sounded out the word of 
the Lord not only in Macedonia and 
Achaia, but also in every place your faith 
to God-ward is spread abroad; 
so that we need not to speak any thing.

The Thessalonian Christians did not 
allow the violence of the 
unbelievers to scare them away 
from the gospel. 

Instead, they became followers of 
the Lord by virtue of their 
meekness, and examples to other 
Christians by virtue of their faith.



So that ye were ensamples to all that believe in 
Macedonia and Achaia…



First word of Thanksgiving

1 Thessalonians 1:6-8 
6 And ye became followers of us, 

and of the Lord, 
having received the word in much 
affliction, with joy of the Holy Ghost:

7 So that ye were ensamples to all that 
believe in Macedonia and Achaia.

8 For from you sounded out the word of 
the Lord not only in Macedonia and 
Achaia, but also in every place your faith 
to God-ward is spread abroad; 
so that we need not to speak any thing.

When the gospel of truth is 
presented with the joy of the Holy 
Ghost, Christianity is not a hard 
sell. It is wonderfully contagious!



First word of Thanksgiving

1 Thessalonians 1:9-10 
9 For they themselves shew of us what 

manner of entering in we had unto you,
and how ye turned to God from idols 
to serve the living and true God;

10 And to wait for his Son from heaven, 
whom he raised from the dead, 
even Jesus, 
which delivered us from the wrath to 
come.

The next triad shows the Christian 
experience in just 3 words:

We turn, we serve, we wait.



First word of Thanksgiving

1 Thessalonians 1:9-10 
9 For they themselves shew of us what 

manner of entering in we had unto you, 
and how ye turned to God from idols 
to serve the living and true God;

10 And to wait for his Son from heaven, 
whom he raised from the dead, 
even Jesus, 
which delivered us from the wrath to 
come.

As was stated in the previous lesson, 
each chapter of this book concludes 
with a word about Christ’s return. 



First word of Thanksgiving

1 Thessalonians 1:9-10 
9 For they themselves shew of us what 

manner of entering in we had unto you, 
and how ye turned to God from idols 
to serve the living and true God;

10 And to wait for his Son from heaven, 
whom he raised from the dead, 
even Jesus, 
which delivered us from the wrath to 
come.

Assurance to the saints, 
and a warning to the unsaved. 



The First Epistle to the Thessalonians

1. Introduction 1:1

2. Thanksgiving 1:2-10

3. Paul and company present with them 2:1-12

4. Thanksgiving 2:13-16

5. Paul and company absent from them 2:17 to 3:10

6. Prayer 3:11-13

7. Exhortation 4:1-12

8. Instruction 4:13 to 5:11

9. Exhortation 5:12-22

10. Prayer 5:23-25

11. Conclusion 5:26-28

They recount 
their conduct 
while in 
Thessalonica:



While in Thessalonica

1 Thessalonians 2:1-2 
1 For yourselves, brethren, 

know our entrance in unto you, 
that it was not in vain:

2 But even after that we had suffered 
before, and were shamefully entreated, 
as ye know, at Philippi, 
we were bold in our God 
to speak unto you the gospel of God 
with much contention.

In Chapter 1, Paul, Silas, and Timothy  
reminded the Thessalonians 
“what manner of men we were” 
and “what manner of entering in we 
had unto you.” (1:5 and 10). 

Now they expound upon that issue.



While in Thessalonica

1 Thessalonians 2:1-2 
1 For yourselves, brethren, 

know our entrance in unto you, 
that it was not in vain:

2 But even after that we had suffered 
before, and were shamefully entreated, 
as ye know, at Philippi, 
we were bold in our God 
to speak unto you the gospel of God 
with much contention.

Other versions say “our visit with 
you was not a failure.”



While in Thessalonica

1 Thessalonians 2:1-2 
1 For yourselves, brethren, 

know our entrance in unto you, 
that it was not in vain:

2 But even after that we had suffered 
before, and were shamefully entreated, 
as ye know, at Philippi, 
we were bold in our God 
to speak unto you the gospel of God 
with much contention.

The beatings and unlawful 
imprisonment they experienced in 
Philippi did not stop them from 
continuing on to Thessalonica.  



While in Thessalonica

1 Thessalonians 2:1-2 
1 For yourselves, brethren, 

know our entrance in unto you, 
that it was not in vain:

2 But even after that we had suffered 
before, and were shamefully entreated, 
as ye know, at Philippi, 
we were bold in our God 
to speak unto you the gospel of God 
with much contention.

In Thessalonica, 
neither side backed down.  



While in Thessalonica

1 Thessalonians 2:3 
3 For our exhortation was not of deceit, 

nor of uncleanness, 
nor in guile:

However, they knew that no 
accusation could truthfully be made 
against them.   



Webster’s 1828 Dictionary

1 Thessalonians 2:3 
3 For our exhortation was not of deceit, 

nor of uncleanness, 
nor in guile:

Deceit: that which is obtained by 
guile, fraud, or oppression.

Uncleanness: moral impurity; 
defilement by sin; sinfulness.

Guile: craft; cunning; duplicity.  

A triad of dishonesty:



While in Thessalonica

1 Thessalonians 2:4 
4 But as we were allowed of God 

to be put in trust with the gospel, 
even so we speak; 
not as pleasing men, but God, 
which trieth [examines] our hearts.

A true minister never loses sight of 
his accountability to God for what 
he says about him.



While in Thessalonica

1 Thessalonians 2:5-6 
5 For neither at any time used we 

flattering words, as ye know, 
nor a cloke of covetousness; 
God is witness:

6 Nor of men sought we glory, 
neither of you, 
nor yet of others, 
when we might have been burdensome, 
as the apostles of Christ.

The three missionaries came to 
Thessalonica in the spirit of Christ,  
not to receive, but to give; “not to 
be ministered unto, but to minister” 
(Matt. 20:28). 



While in Thessalonica

1 Thessalonians 2:5-6 
5 For neither at any time used we 

flattering words, as ye know, 
nor a cloke of covetousness; 
God is witness:

6 Nor of men sought we glory, 
neither of you, 
nor yet of others, 
when we might have been burdensome, 
as the apostles of Christ.

A triad of corruption:

Flattering words
A cloak of covetousness
Seeking adulation and praise



While in Thessalonica

1 Thessalonians 2:5-6 
5 For neither at any time used we 

flattering words, as ye know, 
nor a cloke of covetousness; 
God is witness:

6 Nor of men sought we glory, 
neither of you, 
nor yet of others, 
when we might have been burdensome, 
as the apostles of Christ.

Rather than being burdensome, 
they were burden-bearers.



While in Thessalonica

1 Thessalonians 2:7 
7 But we were gentle among you, 

even as a nurse cherisheth her children:
They behaved themselves as loving 
custodians.  



While in Thessalonica

2 Timothy 2:24-25 
24 And the servant of the Lord must 

not strive; but be gentle unto all 
men, apt to teach, patient,

25 In meekness instructing those 
that oppose themselves; 
if God peradventure will give 
them repentance to the 
acknowledging of the truth;

1 Thessalonians 2:7 
7 But we were gentle among you, 

even as a nurse cherisheth her children:



Matthew Henry Commentary

As a nursing mother bears with 
frowardness [habitual disobedience] 
in a child, and condescends to 
mean offices [lowly duties] for its 
good, and draws out her breast, 
cherishing it in her bosom, 
so in like manner should the 
ministers of Christ behave towards 
their people. 

1 Thessalonians 2:7 
7 But we were gentle among you, 

even as a nurse cherisheth her children:



While in Thessalonica

1 Thessalonians 2:8 
8 So being affectionately desirous of you, 

we were willing to have imparted unto you, 
not the gospel of God only, 
but also our own souls, 
because ye were dear unto us. 

These missionaries did more than 
offer helpful advice. They poured 
out their lives to them.



While in Thessalonica

1 Thessalonians 2:9-10 
9 For ye remember, brethren, 

our labour and travail: 
for labouring night and day, 
because we would not be chargeable 
unto any of you, 
we preached unto you the gospel of God.

10 Ye are witnesses, and God also, 
how holily 
and justly 
and unblameably we behaved ourselves 
among you that believe:

Here is more testimony of their 
godly character and conduct:



Webster’s 1828 Dictionary

1 Thessalonians 2:9-10 
9 For ye remember, brethren, 

our labour and travail: 
for labouring night and day, 
because we would not be chargeable 
unto any of you, 
we preached unto you the gospel of God.

10 Ye are witnesses, and God also, 
how holily
and justly
and unblameably we behaved ourselves 
among you that believe:

Holily:
piously, with sanctity.

Justly:
honestly, fairly, with integrity.

Unblameably:
In such a manner as to incur no 
blame or censure

A triad of Christian behavior:



While in Thessalonica

1 Thessalonians 2:11-12 
11 As ye know how we exhorted 

and comforted 
and charged every one of you, 
as a father doth his children,

12 That ye would walk worthy of God, 
who hath called you unto his kingdom 
and glory. 

Having described their love for the 
believers in maternal tones, the 
missionaries now use a paternal 
analogy to describe their role as 
instructors in righteousness.



Webster’s 1828 Dictionary

1 Thessalonians 2:11-12 
11 As ye know how we exhorted

and comforted
and charged every one of you, 
as a father doth his children,

12 That ye would walk worthy of God, 
who hath called you unto his kingdom 
and glory. 

A triad of Christian instruction:

Exhort: To incite by words or advice; 
to animate or urge by arguments to 
a good deed.

Comfort: To give new vigor to the 
spirits; to cheer, or relieve from 
depression, or trouble.

Charge: To impose, as a task.



While in Thessalonica

1 Thessalonians 2:11-12 
11 As ye know how we exhorted 

and comforted 
and charged every one of you, 
as a father doth his children,

12 That ye would walk worthy of God, 
who hath called you unto his kingdom 
and glory. 

This is the high mark for which all 
Christians should strive.



While in Thessalonica

1 Thessalonians 2:11-12 
11 As ye know how we exhorted 

and comforted 
and charged every one of you, 
as a father doth his children,

12 That ye would walk worthy of God, 
who hath called you unto his kingdom 
and glory. 

Ephesians 4:1
I beseech you that ye walk worthy 
of the vocation wherewith ye are 
called…

Colossians 1:10
That ye might walk worthy of the 
Lord unto all pleasing, being fruitful 
in every good work, and increasing 
in the knowledge of God…

A recurring theme in Paul’s epistles:



The First Epistle to the Thessalonians

1. Introduction 1:1

2. Thanksgiving 1:2-10

3. Paul and company present with them 2:1-12

4. Thanksgiving 2:13-16

5. Paul and company absent from them 2:17 to 3:10

6. Prayer 3:11-13

7. Exhortation 4:1-12

8. Instruction 4:13 to 5:11

9. Exhortation 5:12-22

10. Prayer 5:23-25

11. Conclusion 5:26-28

Now, the 
second passage 
of thanksgiving:



First word of Thanksgiving

1 Thessalonians 1:5a 
5 For our gospel came not unto you 

in word only, 
but also in power, 
and in the Holy Ghost, 
and in much assurance…

Initially the missionaries gave 
thanks for how the message was 
delivered.



Second word of Thanksgiving

1 Thessalonians 2:13 
13 For this cause also thank we God 

without ceasing, because, 
when ye received the word of God 
which ye heard of us, 
ye received it not as the word of men, 
but as it is in truth, the word of God,
which effectually worketh also in you 
that believe.

Now they give thanks for how 
their message was received. 



Second word of Thanksgiving

Again they emphasize the fervency
of their gratitude.

1 Thessalonians 1:3
3 Remembering without ceasing 

your work of faith, 
and labour of love, 
and patience of hope…

1 Thessalonians 2:13 
13 For this cause also thank we God 

without ceasing, because, 
when ye received the word of God 
which ye heard of us, 
ye received it not as the word of men, 
but as it is in truth, the word of God,
which effectually worketh also in you 
that believe.



Second word of Thanksgiving

The inspired word is never dormant.

Isaiah 55:11 
11 So shall my word be that goeth

forth out of my mouth: 
it shall not return unto me void, 
but it shall accomplish that which 
I please, 
and it shall prosper in the thing 
whereto I sent it. 

1 Thessalonians 2:13 
13 For this cause also thank we God 

without ceasing, because, 
when ye received the word of God 
which ye heard of us, 
ye received it not as the word of men, 
but as it is in truth, the word of God,
which effectually worketh also in you 
that believe.



Second word of Thanksgiving

1 Thessalonians 2:14-15a 
14 For ye, brethren, 

became followers of the churches of God 
which in Judaea are in Christ Jesus: 
for ye also have suffered like things 
of your own countrymen, 
even as they have of the Jews:

15 Who both killed the Lord Jesus, 
and their own prophets, 
and have persecuted us…

The Thessalonian Christians had 
joined in what Paul would later call 
“the fellowship of his sufferings.”



Second word of Thanksgiving

1 Thessalonians 2:14-15a 
14 For ye, brethren, 

became followers of the churches of God 
which in Judaea are in Christ Jesus: 
for ye also have suffered like things 
of your own countrymen, 
even as they have of the Jews:

15 Who both killed the Lord Jesus, 
and their own prophets, 
and have persecuted us…

The Thessalonian Christians had 
joined in what Paul would later call 
“the fellowship of his sufferings.”

Philippians 3:10
10 That I may know him, and the 

power of his resurrection, and 
the fellowship of his sufferings, 
being made conformable unto 
his death; 



Second word of Thanksgiving

1 Thessalonians 2:14-15a 
14 For ye, brethren, 

became followers of the churches of God 
which in Judaea are in Christ Jesus: 
for ye also have suffered like things 
of your own countrymen, 
even as they have of the Jews:

15 Who both killed the Lord Jesus, 
and their own prophets, 
and have persecuted us…

Certainly an ignoble triad.



Second word of Thanksgiving

1 Thessalonians 2:15b-16 
15 …and they please not God, 

and are contrary to all men:
16 Forbidding us to speak to the Gentiles 

that they might be saved, 
to fill up their sins alway: 

for the wrath is come upon them 
to the uttermost.

Three more strikes against the 
unbelieving Jews.



Second word of Thanksgiving

Whereas Christians have been 
delivered from the wrath to come, 
those who refuse the Gospel are 
sure to feel God’s fury. 

1 Thessalonians 2:15b-16 
15 …and they please not God, 

and are contrary to all men:
16 Forbidding us to speak to the Gentiles 

that they might be saved, 
to fill up their sins alway: 

for the wrath is come upon them 
to the uttermost.



Romans 11:28-31 
28 As concerning the gospel, 

they are enemies for your sakes: 
but as touching the election, 
they are beloved for the fathers' sakes.

29 For the gifts and calling of God 
are without repentance.

30 For as ye in times past have not believed 
God, yet have now obtained mercy 
through their unbelief:

31 Even so have these also now not believed, 
that through your mercy 
they also may obtain mercy. 

Christians need to know that the 
present-day blindness of the Jews 
is part of a far greater plan:



The First Epistle to the Thessalonians

1. Introduction 1:1

2. Thanksgiving 1:2-10

3. Paul and company present with them 2:1-12

4. Thanksgiving 2:13-16

5. Paul and company absent from them 2:17 to 3:10

6. Prayer 3:11-13

7. Exhortation 4:1-12

8. Instruction 4:13 to 5:11

9. Exhortation 5:12-22

10. Prayer 5:23-25

11. Conclusion 5:26-28

Paul shares his 
state of mind  
while in Athens:



While in Athens

1 Thessalonians 2:17-18 
17 But we, brethren, 

being taken from you for a short time 
in presence, not in heart, 
endeavoured the more abundantly 
to see your face with great desire.

18 Wherefore we would have come unto 
you, even I Paul, once and again; 
but Satan hindered us.

As we read in Acts 17, 
after the riot at Jason’s house, 
Paul, Silas, and Timothy were 
whisked away from Thessalonica to 
Berea. 

From there, Paul sailed to Athens. 



While in Athens

1 Thessalonians 2:17-18 
17 But we, brethren, 

being taken from you for a short time 
in presence, not in heart, 
endeavoured the more abundantly 
to see your face with great desire.

18 Wherefore we would have come unto 
you, even I Paul, once and again; 
but Satan hindered us.

Fanatical opposition to the gospel is 
never simply a matter of differing 
opinions.



While in Athens

1 Thessalonians 2:17-18 
17 But we, brethren, 

being taken from you for a short time 
in presence, not in heart, 
endeavoured the more abundantly 
to see your face with great desire.

18 Wherefore we would have come unto 
you, even I Paul, once and again; 
but Satan hindered us.

Fanatical opposition to the gospel is 
never simply a matter of differing 
opinions.

Ephesians 6:12 
12 For we wrestle not against flesh 

and blood, 
but against principalities, 
against powers, 
against the rulers of the darkness 
of this world, 
against spiritual wickedness in 
high places. 



While in Athens

1 Thessalonians 2:19-20 
19 For what is our hope,

or joy,
or crown of rejoicing? 
Are not even ye in the presence 
of our Lord Jesus Christ at his coming?

20 For ye are our glory and joy. 

Absent in body, but present in spirit  
(1 Cor. 5:3), the missionaries looked 
forward to the grandest reunion of 
all.



While in Athens

1 Thessalonians 2:19-20 
19 For what is our hope, 

or joy, 
or crown of rejoicing? 
Are not even ye in the presence 
of our Lord Jesus Christ at his coming?

20 For ye are our glory and joy. 

Like all chapters in 1 Thessalonians, 
Chapter 2 ends with a word about 
the Lord’s second coming.



While in Athens

1 Thessalonians 3:1-3
1 Wherefore when we could no longer 

forbear, we thought it good to be left 
at Athens alone;

2 And sent Timotheus, our brother, 
and minister of God, and our 
fellowlabourer in the gospel of Christ, 
to establish you, and to comfort you 
concerning your faith:

3 That no man should be moved by these 
afflictions: for yourselves know that 
we are appointed thereunto.

This section continues in Chapter 3. 
Paul tells of the great concern he 
had for the Macedonian Christians 
while he was in Athens.



While in Athens

1 Thessalonians 3:1-3
1 Wherefore when we could no longer 

forbear, we thought it good to be left 
at Athens alone;

2 And sent Timotheus, our brother, 
and minister of God, and our 
fellowlabourer in the gospel of Christ, 
to establish you, and to comfort you 
concerning your faith:

3 That no man should be moved by these 
afflictions: for yourselves know that 
we are appointed thereunto.

A triad describing a true man of God.



While in Athens

1 Thessalonians 3:4
14 For verily, 

when we were with you, 
we told you before that we should 
suffer tribulation; 
even as it came to pass, and ye know.

The missionaries never sugar-
coated the gospel.



While in Athens
1 Thessalonians 3:5-7
5 For this cause, when I could no longer 

forbear, I sent to know your faith, 
lest by some means the tempter have 
tempted you, and our labour be in vain.

6 But now when Timotheus came from 
you unto us, and brought us good 
tidings of your faith and charity, 
and that ye have good remembrance of 
us always, desiring greatly to see us, 
as we also to see you:

7 Therefore, brethren, 
we were comforted over you in all our 
affliction and distress by your faith:

Paul and Silas were greatly relieved 
when Timothy returned to them 
with a good report.



While in Athens

1 Thessalonians 3:8-10
8 For now we live, 

if ye stand fast in the Lord. 
9 For what thanks can we render to 

God again for you, 
for all the joy wherewith we joy for 
your sakes before our God;

10 Night and day praying exceedingly 
that we might see your face, 
and might perfect that which is 
lacking in your faith?

No other epistle is more descriptive 
of a true minister’s love for the 
ones to whom he ministers.



While in Athens

1 Thessalonians 3:8-10
8 For now we live, 

if ye stand fast in the Lord. 
9 For what thanks can we render to 

God again for you, 
for all the joy wherewith we joy for 
your sakes before our God;

10 Night and day praying exceedingly 
that we might see your face, 
and might perfect that which is 
lacking in your faith?

Chapter 3 will conclude with their 
prayer for the saints. 



While in Athens

1 Thessalonians 3:8-10
8 For now we live, 

if ye stand fast in the Lord. 
9 For what thanks can we render to 

God again for you, 
for all the joy wherewith we joy for 
your sakes before our God;

10 Night and day praying exceedingly 
that we might see your face, 
and might perfect that which is 
lacking in your faith?

Chapters 4 and 5 contain instruction 
aimed to “perfect that which is 
lacking in your faith.” 



The First Epistle to the Thessalonians

1. Introduction 1:1

2. Thanksgiving 1:2-10

3. Paul and company present with them 2:1-12

4. Thanksgiving 2:13-16

5. Paul and company absent from them 2:17 to 3:10

6. Prayer 3:11-13

7. Exhortation 4:1-12

8. Instruction 4:13 to 5:11

9. Exhortation 5:12-22

10. Prayer 5:23-25

11. Conclusion 5:26-28

This lesson 
closes with the  
prayer that sets 
up the 2nd half 
of this epistle:



The First Prayer

1 Thessalonians 3:11-13
11 Now God himself and our Father, 

and our Lord Jesus Christ, 
direct our way unto you.

12 And the Lord make you to increase 
and abound in love one toward another, 
and toward all men, 
even as we do toward you:

13 To the end he may stablish your hearts 
unblameable in holiness before God, 
even our Father, 
at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ 
with all his saints. 

Chapter 3 ends with a call to love 
and holiness in light of the 
triumphant return of the King of 
kings and Lord of lords. 



The First Prayer

1 Thessalonians 3:11-13
11 Now God himself and our Father, 

and our Lord Jesus Christ, 
direct our way unto you.

12 And the Lord make you to increase 
and abound in love one toward another, 
and toward all men, 
even as we do toward you:

13 To the end he may stablish your hearts 
unblameable in holiness before God, 
even our Father, 
at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ 
with all his saints. 

As 1 Thessalonians continues, 
the apostles teach that before 
Christ comes WITH all his saints, 
he comes FOR his saints. 




