
Lesson 3 - Chapters 4 and 5



The study so far…



1:1 Introduction

Salutation from the three men 
who came to Thessalonica in 
response to the vision of the man 
from Macedonia.



1:2-10 Thanksgiving 

For our gospel came not unto you 
in word only, but also in power, 
and in the Holy Ghost, and in 
much assurance…



2:1-11 In Thessalonica 

Ye are witnesses, and God also, 
how holily and justly 
and unblameably we behaved 
ourselves among you that 
believe…



2:13-16 Thanksgiving 

because, when ye received the 
word of God which ye heard of us, 
ye received it not as the word of 
men, but as it is in truth, the word 
of God… 



2:17-3:10 From Athens 

For this cause, when I could no 
longer forbear, I sent to know 
your faith, lest by some means the 
tempter have tempted you, and 
our labour be in vain. 



3:11-13 First Prayer 

To the end he may stablish your 
hearts unblameable in holiness 
before God, even our Father, 
at the coming of our Lord Jesus 
Christ with all his saints.



4:1-12 1st Exhortation

In this lesson…



4:13 to 5:11 Instruction

In this lesson…



5:12-22 2nd Exhortation

In this lesson…



5:23-25 2nd Prayer

In this lesson…



5:26-28 Conclusion 

In this lesson…



Call to Holiness

Duty to brethren

As we commanded

Duty to outsiders

Duty to God

As we commanded

Call to Sanctification

Duty to brethren 

As we forewarned

The First Exhortation (4:1-12)

In this exhortation are elements of the great commandments 
to love God and your neighbor while keeping yourself pure.



Duty to God

As we commanded

Call to Sanctification

Duty to brethren 

Call to Holiness

Duty to brethren

As we commanded

Duty to outsiders

As we forewarned

The First Exhortation (4:1-12)

1 Furthermore then we beseech you, brethren, 
and exhort you by the Lord Jesus, 
that as ye have received of us how ye ought to walk 
and to please God, so ye would abound more and more.

2 For ye know what commandments we gave you by the Lord Jesus.
3 For this is the will of God, even your sanctification, 

that ye should abstain from fornication [unlawful sexual relations]:
4 That every one of you should know how to possess his vessel 

in sanctification and honour;
5 Not in the lust of concupiscence [desire for what is forbidden], 

even as the Gentiles which know not God:

Duty to God

As we commanded

Call to Sanctification



Duty to God

As we commanded

Call to Sanctification

Duty to brethren 

Call to Holiness

Duty to brethren

As we commanded

Duty to outsiders

As we forewarned

The First Exhortation (4:1-12)

6 That no man go beyond and defraud his brother in any matter: 
because that the Lord is the avenger of all such, 
as we also have forewarned you and testified.

7 For God hath not called us unto uncleanness, but unto holiness.
8 He therefore that despiseth, despiseth not man, but God, 

who hath also given unto us his holy Spirit. 

Duty to brethren 

As we forewarned

Call to Holiness



Duty to God

As we commanded

Call to Sanctification

Duty to brethren 

Call to Holiness

Duty to brethren

As we commanded

Duty to outsiders

As we forewarned

The First Exhortation (4:1-12)

9 But as touching brotherly love ye need not that I write unto you: 
for ye yourselves are taught of God to love one another.

10 And indeed 
ye do it toward all the brethren which are in all Macedonia: 
but we beseech you, brethren, that ye increase more and more;

11 And that ye study to be quiet, 
and to do your own business, 
and to work with your own hands, 
as we commanded you;

12 That ye may walk honestly toward them that are without, 
and that ye may have lack of nothing. 

Duty to brethren

As we commanded

Duty to outsiders



Call to Holiness

Duty to brethren

As we commanded

Duty to outsiders

Duty to God

As we commanded

Call to Sanctification

Duty to brethren 

As we forewarned

The First Exhortation (4:1-12)

1 Thessalonians 4:1
1 Furthermore then we beseech you, brethren, 

and exhort you by the Lord Jesus, 
that as ye have received of us 
how ye ought to walk and to please God, 
so ye would abound more and more.

1 Thessalonians 4:9-10
9 But as touching brotherly love ye need not that I write unto you: 

for ye yourselves are taught of God to love one another.
10 And indeed ye do it toward all the brethren which are in all 

Macedonia: but we beseech you, brethren, 
that ye increase more and more;

In essence, this exhortation encourages them to stay on course. 



4:13-18 The Rapture

5:1-11 The Day of the Lord

Now, new instruction for their further development.



1 Corinthians 15:22-23 
22 For as in Adam all die, 

even so in Christ shall all be made alive.
23 But every man in his own order: 

Christ the firstfruits; 
afterward they that are Christ's at his coming. 



It has been about 2,000 years since God raised Jesus from the dead. 
This occurred the same year the Christian era began.



The Second Coming of Christ takes place in two parts, 
like bookends on either side of the Great Tribulation.



Christ’s coming for his saints
is the subject of Ch. 4:13-18.



His coming with his saints 
is the subject of Ch. 5:1-11.



But I would not have you ignorant

1 Thessalonians 4:13
13 But I would not have you to be ignorant, 

brethren, 
concerning them which are asleep, 
that ye sorrow not, 
even as others which have no hope.

The missionaries had prayed that 
they “might perfect that which is 
lacking in your faith” (1 Thess. 3:10).

The Thessalonian believers’ 
debilitating grief for their dearly 
departed exposed their ignorance 
of the Christian hope.



But I would not have you ignorant

1 Thessalonians 4:13
13 But I would not have you to be ignorant, 

brethren, 
concerning them which are asleep, 
that ye sorrow not, 
even as others which have no hope.

John 11:11b-14 
11 [Jesus] saith unto them, 

Our friend Lazarus sleepeth; 
but I go, 
that I may awake him out of sleep.

12 Then said his disciples, 
Lord, if he sleep, he shall do well.

13 Howbeit Jesus spake of his death: 
but they thought that he had 
spoken of taking of rest in sleep.

Since the first death is no one’s final 
end, the Bible refers to it as “sleep”.



John 11:23-24 
23 Jesus saith unto her, 

Thy brother shall rise again.
24 Martha saith unto him, 

I know that he shall rise again 
in the resurrection at the last day.

The sister of Lazarus, like all believing 
Jews, looked forward to 
“the resurrection at the last day.” 



Jude 1:14-15 
14 And Enoch also, 

the seventh from Adam, 
prophesied of these, saying, 
Behold, the Lord cometh 
with ten thousands of his saints,

15 To execute judgment upon all, 
and to convince all that are ungodly 
among them of all their ungodly deeds 
which they have ungodly committed, 
and of all their hard speeches 
which ungodly sinners have spoken 
against him. 

And since the days of Enoch, 
the coming of the Lord with his saints 
to judge the earth has been foretold.



And since the days of Enoch, 
the coming of the Lord with his saints 
to judge the earth has been foretold.

But when and where will this army 
be assembled?

Jude 1:14-15 
14 And Enoch also, 

the seventh from Adam, 
prophesied of these, saying, 
Behold, the Lord cometh 
with ten thousands of his saints,

15 To execute judgment upon all, 
and to convince all that are ungodly 
among them of all their ungodly deeds 
which they have ungodly committed, 
and of all their hard speeches 
which ungodly sinners have spoken 
against him. 



But I would not have you ignorant

1 Thessalonians 4:14-15
14 For if we believe that Jesus died and rose 

again, even so them also which sleep in 
Jesus will God bring with him.

15 For this we say unto you by the word of 
the Lord, that we which are alive and 
remain unto the coming of the Lord 
shall not prevent them which are asleep.

When Jesus comes to judge the 
earth, his army will be comprised of 
his legions of angels along with 
the saints “which sleep in Jesus” 
and the Christians who “are alive and 
remain.” 



But I would not have you ignorant

1 Thessalonians 4:14-15
14 For if we believe that Jesus died and rose 

again, even so them also which sleep in 
Jesus will God bring with him.

15 For this we say unto you by the word of 
the Lord, that we which are alive and 
remain unto the coming of the Lord 
shall not prevent them which are asleep.

The Lord’s reunion with the living 
happens after the awakening of those 
which are asleep.

[KJV prevent = precede]



But I would not have you ignorant

But when do the dead in Christ rise?

It happens with the shout of the 
Lord and the trumpet of God, when 
Jesus comes down from “the heaven 
of heavens” (Deut. 14:3) to the 
firmament above the earth.  

1 Thessalonians 4:16-17
16 For the Lord himself shall descend from 

heaven with a shout, 
with the voice of the archangel, 
and with the trump of God: 
and the dead in Christ shall rise first:

17 Then we which are alive and remain 
shall be caught up together with them 
in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air: 
and so shall we ever be with the Lord. 



But I would not have you ignorant

And where does it take place?

“In the clouds,” “in the air.”

1 Thessalonians 4:16-17
16 For the Lord himself shall descend from 

heaven with a shout, 
with the voice of the archangel, 
and with the trump of God: 
and the dead in Christ shall rise first:

17 Then we which are alive and remain 
shall be caught up together with them 
in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air: 
and so shall we ever be with the Lord. 



But I would not have you ignorant

1 Thessalonians 4:16-17
16 For the Lord himself shall descend from 

heaven with a shout, 
with the voice of the archangel, 
and with the trump of God: 
and the dead in Christ shall rise first:

17 Then we which are alive and remain 
shall be caught up together with them 
in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air: 
and so shall we ever be with the Lord. 

The sequence is clear:

1. The Lord shall descend from 
heaven with a shout and with 
“the trump of God”

2. The dead in Christ shall rise
3. The living are “caught up together 

with them in the clouds.”



1 Corinthians 15:51-54 
51 Behold, I shew you a mystery; 

We shall not all sleep, 
but we shall all be changed,

52 In a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trump:

for the trumpet shall sound, 
and the dead shall be raised incorruptible, 
and we shall be changed.

53 For this corruptible must put on incorruption, 
and this mortal must put on immortality.

54 So when this corruptible shall have put on incorruption, 
and this mortal shall have put on immortality, 
then shall be brought to pass the saying that is written,
Death is swallowed up in victory. 

This same sequence is 
recorded by Paul in 
1 Corinthians 15:



1 Corinthians 15:51-54 
51 Behold, I shew you a mystery; 

We shall not all sleep, 
but we shall all be changed,

52 In a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trump:

for the trumpet shall sound, 
and the dead shall be raised incorruptible, 
and we shall be changed.

53 For this corruptible must put on incorruption, 
and this mortal must put on immortality.

54 So when this corruptible shall have put on incorruption, 
and this mortal shall have put on immortality, 
then shall be brought to pass the saying that is written,
Death is swallowed up in victory. 

“The dead” – and not 
only their dead bodies
are raised together as 
one, even as the living 
are simultaneously 
changed.



1 Corinthians 15:51-54 
51 Behold, I shew you a mystery; 

We shall not all sleep, 
but we shall all be changed,

52 In a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trump:

for the trumpet shall sound, 
and the dead shall be raised incorruptible, 
and we shall be changed.

53 For this corruptible must put on incorruption, 
and this mortal must put on immortality.

54 So when this corruptible shall have put on incorruption, 
and this mortal shall have put on immortality, 
then shall be brought to pass the saying that is written,
Death is swallowed up in victory. 

If the dead had already
been resurrected to 
heaven, they would 
not be referred to as 
“corruptible.”



1 Corinthians 15:51-54 
51 Behold, I shew you a mystery; 

We shall not all sleep, 
but we shall all be changed,

52 In a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trump:

for the trumpet shall sound, 
and the dead shall be raised incorruptible, 
and we shall be changed.

53 For this corruptible must put on incorruption, 
and this mortal must put on immortality.

54 So when this corruptible shall have put on incorruption, 
and this mortal shall have put on immortality, 
then shall be brought to pass the saying that is written,
Death is swallowed up in victory. 

The entire event takes 
place “in the twinkling 
of an eye.”



1 Corinthians 15:51-54 
51 Behold, I shew you a mystery; 

We shall not all sleep, 
but we shall all be changed,

52 In a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trump:

for the trumpet shall sound, 
and the dead shall be raised incorruptible, 
and we shall be changed.

53 For this corruptible must put on incorruption, 
and this mortal must put on immortality.

54 So when this corruptible shall have put on incorruption, 
and this mortal shall have put on immortality, 
then shall be brought to pass the saying that is written,
Death is swallowed up in victory. 

This may refer to the 
final blast of the 
shofar in the annual 
Feast of Trumpets.  



But I would not have you ignorant

The word rapture comes from the 
Latin raptura, to carry away.

1 Thessalonians 4:16-17
16 For the Lord himself shall descend from 

heaven with a shout, 
with the voice of the archangel, 
and with the trump of God: 
and the dead in Christ shall rise first:

17 Then we which are alive and remain 
shall be caught up together with them 
in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air: 
and so shall we ever be with the Lord. 



But I would not have you ignorant

Both Philip and Paul experienced this 
even as mortals. 

Acts 8:39 
39 And when they were come up out 

of the water, the Spirit of the Lord 
caught away Philip…

2 Corinthians 12:2 
2 I knew a man in Christ above 

fourteen years ago, (whether in 
the body, I cannot tell; or whether 
out of the body, I cannot tell: God 
knoweth;) such an one caught up 
to the third heaven. 

1 Thessalonians 4:16-17
16 For the Lord himself shall descend from 

heaven with a shout, 
with the voice of the archangel, 
and with the trump of God: 
and the dead in Christ shall rise first:

17 Then we which are alive and remain 
shall be caught up together with them 
in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air: 
and so shall we ever be with the Lord. 



But I would not have you ignorant

1 Thessalonians 4:18
18 Wherefore comfort one another 

with these words. 
This is the knowledge that consoles 
and shields us from sorrowing “even 
as others which have no hope.”



The Day of the Lord

1 Thessalonians 5:1-3
1 But of the times and the seasons, 

brethren, 
ye have no need that I write unto you.

2 For yourselves know perfectly 
that the day of the Lord so cometh 
as a thief in the night.

3 For when they shall say, 
Peace and safety; 
then sudden destruction cometh upon 
them, as travail upon a woman with child; 
and they shall not escape.

Moving on to Chapter 5…

The Christians were ignorant of the 
Rapture, but they were well aware 
of the Day of the Lord.



The Day of the Lord

1 Thessalonians 5:1-3
1 But of the times and the seasons, 

brethren, 
ye have no need that I write unto you.

2 For yourselves know perfectly 
that the day of the Lord so cometh 
as a thief in the night.

3 For when they shall say, 
Peace and safety; 
then sudden destruction cometh upon 
them, as travail upon a woman with child; 
and they shall not escape.

The Day of the Lord is when Jesus 
returns to earth with his army to end 
the great tribulation and take his 
place as the King of kings and Lord of 
lords.



The Day of the Lord

1 Thessalonians 5:4-5
4 But ye, brethren, are not in darkness, that 

that day should overtake you as a thief. 
5 Ye are all the children of light, 

and the children of the day: 
we are not of the night, 
nor of darkness.

This event is only hidden from those 
living in darkness.



The Day of the Lord

1 Thessalonians 5:6-8
6 Therefore let us not sleep, 

as do others; 
but let us watch and be sober.

7 For they that sleep sleep in the night; 
and they that be drunken 
are drunken in the night.

8 But let us, who are of the day, be sober, 
putting on the breastplate of faith and love; 
and for an helmet, the hope of salvation. 

In light of the Lord’s day of triumph, 
Christians are to keep their heads 
above the swirling whirlpools of 
unbelief, and stand fast in the armor 
of faith, love, and hope.



The Day of the Lord

1 Thessalonians 5:9-10
9 For God hath not appointed us to wrath, 

but to obtain salvation 
by our Lord Jesus Christ,

10 Who died for us, 
that, whether we wake or sleep, 
we should live together with him.

His victory over sin, death, and the 
devil is ours as well.



The Day of the Lord

1 Thessalonians 5:11
11 Wherefore comfort yourselves together, 

and edify one another, 
even as also ye do.

And so, for the second time in this 
short segment, God’s people are 
reminded to take comfort in Christ. 



5:12-22 2nd Exhortation



The 2nd Exhortation (5:12-22)

1 Thessalonians 5:12-13 
12 And we beseech you, brethren, 

to know them which labour among you, 
and are over you in the Lord, 
and admonish you;

13 And to esteem them very highly in love 
for their work's sake. 

And be at peace among yourselves.

Christians are implored not to 
take for granted God’s servants.

Know them, esteem them. 
Be at peace.



The 2nd Exhortation (5:12-22)

1 Thessalonians 5:14-15 
14 Now we exhort you, brethren, 

warn them that are unruly, 
comfort the feebleminded, 
support the weak, 
be patient toward all men.

15 See that none render evil for evil 
unto any man; 
but ever follow that which is good, 
both among yourselves, and to all men.

Romans 15:1 says, 
“We that are strong ought to 
bear the infirmities of the weak.”

Warn, comfort, support.
Be patient, follow. 



The 2nd Exhortation (5:12-22)

1 Thessalonians 5:16-18 
16 Rejoice evermore.
17 Pray without ceasing.
18 In every thing give thanks: 

for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus 
concerning you.

In light of all that’s been said in 
this epistle, 

Rejoice, pray, and give thanks.



The 2nd Exhortation (5:12-22)

1 Thessalonians 5:19-22 
19 Quench not the Spirit.
20 Despise not prophesyings.
21 Prove all things; 

hold fast that which is good.
22 Abstain from all appearance of evil.

And in order to stay alert and 
sober in our walk with God,

Quench not, despise not.
Prove, hold fast, abstain.



The 2nd Exhortation (5:12-22)

1 Thessalonians 5:19-22 
19 Quench not the Spirit.
20 Despise not prophesyings.
21 Prove all things; 

hold fast that which is good.
22 Abstain from all appearance of evil.

Each of these could serve as the 
title for a very compelling sermon.



5:23-25 2nd Prayer



The 2nd Prayer  (5:23-25)

1 Thessalonians 5:23-25 
23 And the very God of peace 

sanctify you wholly; 
and I pray God your whole 
spirit and soul and body 
be preserved blameless unto 
the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.

24 Faithful is he that calleth you, 
who also will do it.

25 Brethren, pray for us. 

The missionaries’ closing prayer 
is for Christians to remain 
steadfast until the day of his 
return.



5:26-28 Conclusion 



The Conclusion  (5:26-28) 

1 Thessalonians 5:26-28 
26 Greet all the brethren with an holy kiss.
27 I charge you by the Lord 

that this epistle be read unto 
all the holy brethren.

28 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ 
be with you. 

Amen. 

Their love for the Christians of 
Macedonia, and their desire to 
see that love continue among 
them, shines through to the end.



1:1 Introduction

5:26-28 Conclusion 

5:23-25 2nd Prayer

5:12-22 2nd Exhortation

4:13-18 The Rapture

5:1-11 The Day of the Lord

4:1-12 1st Exhortation

1:2-10 Thanksgiving

2:13-16 Thanksgiving

2:1-11 In Thessalonica

2:17-3:10 From Athens

3:11-13 1st Prayer




